/Q/ Kane Rentals & Ranch
630 Valley Mall Parkway Box# 259 '
- East Wenatchee, WA 98802
(509) 293-3033

April 8, 2022
o APR 2 8 2022
Sonia Bumpus
EFSEC Manager and SEPA Responsible Official ENERGY FACILITY SITE
621 Woodland Square Loop SE EVALUATION COUNCIL

Lacey, WA 98504-3172

Re: Comments Concerning Determination Of Significance and Request for
Statements Concerning SEPA Scoping for Proposed Badger Mountain Solar
Project

EFSEC # 210747

Dear Ms. Bumpus:

I write concerning the above. I now act as my own typist, so please excuse typing errors.
It happens. As a lawyer with 40 years of extensive courtroom experience, I have learned about
many things via expert input. I have also learned to rely on those experts. Personal interest,
practical necessity, and expert input have instructed about the Greater Sage Grouse. Solar energy
is a good thing, when developed thoughtfully and pragmatically. Common sense is the casualty if
Badger Mountain is utilized to develop solar energy.

ALTERNATIVE SITING MUST BE EXAMINED, AS IT IS ABSOLUTELY REQUIRED

Alcoa is leaving the Wenatchee area, being dismantled , and is already unsightly. It has
potential toxins on its property, also a concern with solar panels. At the time of the August 2021
Avangrid/ Douglas County hearings and the EFSEC hearing in October 2021, Alcoa had not yet
made its closing announcement. They did so in December 2021. The Alcoa facility is in Chelan
County, just across the Columbia River from Rock Island and Douglas County. The site already
has the precious electrical connectivity sought by Avangrid to connect to the national electrical
Grid. Alcoa owns, as does the DNR, considerable inter-connected adjacent land to Alcoa
sufficient to meet Avangrid’s needs. This site also allows the DNR more income than the DNR
leases in Douglas County, primarily because of the amount of DNR land potentially available. If
EFSEC is determined to create alternative energy sources, this alternative does that and
appropriately places much of the responsibility with the State of Washington, by involvement of
their lands. A fire in this area 3 years past has removed most vegetation so no harm to existing
flora will occur. It makes the State of Washington a more direct partner in developmental and
operational oversight. It’s a win for all but the private Douglas County lessors. The biggest
winner is the Greater Sage Grouse.
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