
 
 
 
 
 
 

MCCABE MEADOWS PROTECTIVE COVENANTS 
 

Mccabe Meadows is a 240 acre development that was created by James Farrer and consists 
of 12 parcels which are approximately 20 acres each in size.  In 2005 Mr Farrer created 
protective covenants for Mccabe Meadows. October 12th 2005, he signed them and had them 
notarized.   October 14th 2005 the protective covenants were recorded with Klickitat County.  
Each buyer of a parcel in Mccabe Meadows acknowledge these protective covenants when 
they purchased the property. 
 
My wife Amy and I bought 2 parcels in McCabe Meadows development in 2012 and took 
comfort in the protective covenants knowing it limited to the type of uses that could be done 
with the land. 
 
Cypress Creek Renewable has leased 6 parcels, totaling approximately 120 acres from three 
different land owners, none of  whom live in the  Mccabe Meadows development.   
This is in direct violation of the protective covenants and not consistent with the land uses in 
the development. 
 
McCabe Meadows covenants state; 
The undersigned owners of real property in Klickitat County, Washington known as McCabe 
Meadows pursuant to a general plan for the benefit of their said property, and of all 
successive owners of portions hereof, hereby declare and impose the following protective 
covenants the same to apply generally to the property and to its owners and occupants. 
 
Section I Property Affected: 
This section lists the 12 parcels including the six parcels that are part of the Carriger project. 
 
 
Section III covenant regarding uses: 
Second sentence; Any owner or occupant may make ordinary residential and recreational 
uses of the portion of the property in which that owner or occupant has interest”.  Industrial 
scale solar and Lithium ion battery storage are definitely not a residential or recreational use. 
This is a direct violation of the protective covenants and not consistent with the current land 
uses.and should not be allowed. 
 
Section V covenants regarding activities:  The last sentence states “No noxious thing or 
use of the property shall be allowed.  Solar panels if cracked or broken have noxious and 
toxic materials that could easily contaminant the soil and private wells in Mccabe meadows. 
Two acres of Lithium ion battery storage directly behind residences is a noxious and toxic 



time bomb. It could contaminant the air, soil and private wells and would be an extreme fire 
hazard to the residences if a fire did happen. Again this project is a violation of the protective 
covenants and current land uses in the development and should not be allowed. 
 
When Mr Farrer wrote these covenants its clear that he intended for land in this development 
to be used for residential or recreational purposes, not industrial uses like solar. When parties 
bought property in the development, based on the protective covenants they would have 
never imagined industrial solar being allowed. 
 
 
Protective covenants case law: 
Protective covenants are a legally binding contract between the land owners. 
 
Protective covenants that are consistent with applicable law, will not be superseded or 
terminated by zoning ordinances that are not consistent with the protective covenants. 
 
In March of 2023, My wife (Amy Hanson) spoke with Joanne Snarski of EFSEC, about our 
protective covenants in Mccabe Meadows.  She stated that EFSEC had not run into this 
before and she would have to consult with the Assistant Attorney General about it.  She was 
advised by the AG office that EFSEC has authority over state law, county and city ordinances 
and zoning but NO authority over protective covenants. 
 
By EFSEC ‘s own admission they have no authority over our protective covenants , therefore 
that portion of the Carriger project within the McCabe Meadows development cannot be 
approved. 
 
I have attached a copy of the protective covenants and parcel maps that show the parcels in 
McCabe Meadows being leased for the Carriger solar project. 
 
Thank you, 
Russ Hanson 
!0 Tucker Hill Rd 
Goldendale WA 
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