
From: Maria Allan
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 3:21:39 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

mailto:mallan99301@gmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

The money would be better spent on the newer technology of the smaller nuclear
plants . . . we already have the infrastructure and it would make a lot more energy
than wind turbines.

Submitted by Maria Allan



From: Allen family
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: HH wind Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:40:21 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by

Kimberly J Allen  __________________________

Please excuse the brevity and any typos. Sent from my iPhone



From: blankhorse@aol.com
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Horse heaven hills wind turbines
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 11:38:32 AM
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As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by _Teresa Anderson. Benton City WA______________ Sent from the all
new AOL app for iOS

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Faol-news-email-weather-video%2Fid646100661&data=05%7C01%7Cefsec%40efsec.wa.gov%7Ce2481af9fea7444aed0408dba33efa5a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638283263114782713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N3cNoEmMeoTEureMgpbEVaX4YXLFEfLeH1eDM%2FdDtv8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Faol-news-email-weather-video%2Fid646100661&data=05%7C01%7Cefsec%40efsec.wa.gov%7Ce2481af9fea7444aed0408dba33efa5a%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638283263114782713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N3cNoEmMeoTEureMgpbEVaX4YXLFEfLeH1eDM%2FdDtv8%3D&reserved=0


From: Darrell Baxter
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:24:26 AM

External Email

 a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed
wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as

mailto:dd2baxter@gmail.com
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Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by  Darrell Baxter 1656 S Honeysuckle St Kennewick WA 99338
_________________________

Sent from my iPhone



From: Llorene
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Turbine Wind Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 2:55:24 PM
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To Whom It May Concern –
 
As a citizen of the Tri-Cities, I am not in favor of this massive, intrusive wind turbine
project that is being proposed in our area and wish to have my vote counted
accordingly.  Thank you.
 
Llorene Bezanson
Richland, Washington

mailto:lloreneb@dslextreme.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: Joyce Bonner
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven wind Farm
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 10:11:37 AM

External Email

To whom it may concern:
 
As a concerned resident of southeast Benton Countyand the Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled
by the proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy

mailto:joy68bonner@outlook.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

Robert and Joyce Bonner

Sent from my Galaxy



From: Ken & Mel Bower
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Proposed Wind Farm
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 1:08:04 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the
entire United States. The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy
our cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local
wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to
birds and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat
caused by construction activities. The construction and operation of these
turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an
area already struggling with environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem
cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit
aerial firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting
aircraft from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area
during dry seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift
response times during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for
firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily
on tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is
unjustifiable for us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity
reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

mailto:riverpile@yahoo.com
mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov


1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations
such as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects
on local wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided
by the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind
turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the
needs and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of
allowing this massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose
exploring alternative locations that are farther away from residential areas and
wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy generation and
preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not
come at the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by _Melanie Bower, 1902 W 24th Ave, Kennewick, WA 99337  (509)
585-8956

TRI-CITIES C.A.R.E.S. 1360 N. Louisiana Street, #A-175 Kennewick, WA 99336 USA



From: Joyce
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: OPPOSITION TO HORSE HEAVEN WIND FARMS IN EASTERN WASHINGTON
Date: Sunday, August 20, 2023 12:29:59 PM

External Email

To Whom it May Concern:

It's sad that when a company tries to gather information locally regarding our Horse Heaven
Hills and their ideas that making Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farms would be beneficial to our
area, and we OPPOSE it because we care about our environment; then they go to the West
side and start lobbying for it! 

There have been a lot of studies about the negative impact of Wind Farms, just to name a
few...killing countless numbers of migrating birds (including the Bald Eagle), noise pollution,
inability of firefighting planes being able to drop water to put out fires near home communities
due to the size/placement of the Wind Farms (and we're in a very volatile wildfire area). We
DON'T NEED this in our area! We DON'T WANT THIS in our area!

Please, for once, listen to what locals have to say and VOTE AGAINST the Horse Heaven
Wind Farms!

Thank you,

Joyce A. Bowman
long time Richland, Washington resident and lover of our community

 

mailto:jabcrown@frontier.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments; EFSEC mi Adjudication
Subject: FW: Horse Heaven Wind Project Deliberations
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 12:42:00 PM

From: kmbrun@gmail.com <kmbrun@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 12:22 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Horse Heaven Wind Project Deliberations
 

External Email

Council Members,
 
Having just spent the major portion of two weeks listening to cross examination and rebuttal, you have
much to consider.  I would hope that you digest the information and examine this very immense and
complex project carefully.  Consider how you would feel if it would be visible to your home every day. 
That is what we in the Tri-Cities have to look forward to – all for very little difference.  This area is a
terrible place for wind turbines with sufficient wind velocity available just 5 months of the year and most of
that between February and May when snowmelt is at its peak.  Wind power would replace hydro; thus
making zero net carbon difference as one renewable energy source would replace another, not add to it.
 
You heard a lot of testimony and I hope you have a better idea of the immense visual and environmental
impacts this project will have on this area.  The Horse Heaven Hills is an iconic landmark in this area and
polluting it with wind turbines is unconscionable.  It would be like putting an equivalent number of turbines
in Lake Washington or Puget Sound.  I’m sure if some corporation proposed doing that you would turn it
down in a heartbeat.  
 
Scout Clean Energy did not make any effort to engage the community in this project as recommended by
Dean Apostol.  They did not put together a group of stakeholders to come up with a project design that
the community would support.  They sat behind closed doors and designed something that would line
their pockets, and with the help of Chair Drew, are trying to foist it on the Tri-Cities.  I would hope you all
consider this very carefully, keeping in mind how you would feel if this was being sited out your windows,
and not be bullied into approving something that you know in your heart is just plain wrong.
 
Thank you,
 
Karen Brun
Kennewick, WA

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
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From: CHRISTINA BUNCH
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Say no to wind turbine project!
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:17:26 AM

External Email

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by Christina Bunch.

mailto:cbunch503@aol.com
mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov


From: CHRISTINA BUNCH
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Say no to wind turbine project!
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:16:02 AM

External Email

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by Christina Bunch.

mailto:cbunch503@aol.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: Burnham, Shirley J
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Cc: Shirley Burnham
Subject: Letter to EFSEC
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 5:10:04 AM
Attachments: Letter to EFSEC.pdf
Importance: High

External Email

See attached letter!
 
Sincerely,
Shirley Burnham
 

mailto:shirley_j_burnham@rl.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:patiositter@hotmail.com







From: Carl Cadwell
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind turbines
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 3:33:43 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable

mailto:carlc@cadwell.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

 Carl Cadwell
Richland, WA



From: Mark and Cheryl Cejka
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: No on Wind Turbines in the Tri-Cities
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 5:06:31 PM
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As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable

mailto:mc.cejka@gmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by Mark and Cheryl Cejka



From: Heather Coffland
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Adjudication
Date: Monday, August 21, 2023 8:22:29 AM

External Email

I do not agree and am against the building of the wind farms in Horse Heaaven.

Thank you,
Heather Coffland
(509)845-9442

mailto:heather.coffland@icloud.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: Amy Conradt
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 5:49:15 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our

mailto:amyjodevonz@gmail.com
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community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

Amy Conradt



From: Kim C.
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Opposing proposed wind farm
Date: Monday, August 21, 2023 9:33:40 PM

External Email

I am opposed to the Horse Heaven Wind Farm project that has been proposed.  Aside from the
eyesore it would inevitably be on the beautiful vistas we have of our hills, environmental
studies show that the turbines are detrimental to local birds and other wildlife.  The windmills
also have been known to leak oil over time, contaminating the groundwater and soil.  

The majority of residents who live locally do not want the windmill farm.  We’ve seen the
atrocities in the once beautiful, unmarred, Gorge along the Columbia river on the Oregon side
of the river, and have seen them slowly closing in around the Tri-Cities.  I have never once
seen every windmill functional amongst a group, and they seem to be riddled with frequent
failures.  

Please take into consideration the voice of the residents surrounding the proposed windmill
site.  Please also consider the environmental impact on wildlife.  We do not need to cause any
more damage than has already been done.  Thank you for taking the time to read this email.

Sincerely,
Kim Craigo

mailto:kimberly.craigo@gmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: bdana@danaengineering.com
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Cc: Bill Dana
Subject: Wind Turbine Comments- by William Dana
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 12:10:27 PM

External Email

Hello, I am WA Registered Professional Engineer and also a Pilot.  The proposed
wind turbine project so close to the Tri Cities will present serious AVIATION
COLLISION HAZARDS.  Unfortunately, many times during the year the FOG
covers the turbines.  When on an instrument flight through the clouds the turbines
are impossible to detect.  Airplanes are descending in altitude during approach to
the Tri Cities Airport and to the Richland WA airport.  This wind turbine project is
also a very bad idea for several other reasons:
This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire
United States. The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our
cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this
ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife population.
Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats due to
collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by construction
activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.
Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft
from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry
seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times
during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for
protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on
tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for
us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits
at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such
as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local

mailto:bdana@danaengineering.com
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wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by
the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.
I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come
at the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.
Submitted by
William Dana
 

 
 

Dana Engineering, Inc.
William Dana, President
4000 S. Irby St.
Kennewick, WA 99337-2455
Office: 509-582-0126

 
 



From: Debi Daniels
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind farm
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 9:29:15 PM

External Email

My husband and I are NOT in favor of the wind turbine project on the hills above Badger Canyon!!
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:debidaniels@hotmail.com
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From: Jeff Daniels
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind turbines
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 3:19:55 PM

External Email

My wife and I are opposed to the wind turbine project in the hills above Badger Canyon!!!
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jd-daniels@hotmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: Lisa Danielson
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Comment on Horse Heaven Hills Wind Project
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:13:58 PM

External Email

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Horse Heaven Wind Project. I’m
disappointed with the limited notice. 
There is no question that our state needs to respond to climate change and the
consumer need for renewable energy. Local values on this issue are demonstrated in
public policy many places. Quite obviously, wind and solar projects around the state
should be part of the mix that is our state’s energy future and the risk of running short
on power to meet resident’s needs is real. 
I’m troubled by the opposition position on this project. A limited number of people are
arguing that the impacts of this project on the Tri Cities is disproportionate to Westen
Washington. This flies in the face of the reality of a growing population statewide, and
the increasing urgency of infrastructure - including energy infrastructure - necessary
to fuel daily life. We are one Washington that needs a strong economic platform that
both creates jobs and supplies needed energy. In conclusion, I trust that EFSEC is
fairly and independently evaluating the impacts and the benefits of the Horse Heaven
project. Let the data and the science drive that decision. Don’t let the decision be
based on a limited number of nimby objections and short sighted local politics. We
are one Washington, not two. 
Respectfully, 
Lisa Danielson

mailto:lisadanielson@hotmail.com
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From: Lisa Davis
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Horse Heaven Hills wind farm hearing
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 8:49:40 PM
Attachments: Horse Heaven Hils Wind Farm - written testimony.docx

External Email

Dear EFSEC,
I have attached  comments that I wish to make during the Hearing scheduled for August 23 as
an online event.
I am requesting that you provide me with contact information, log in information and format
for the Hearing so that I may participate.
Thank you,
Lisa R. Davis
Kennewick, WA

“How little do my countrymen
know what precious blessings they 
are in possession of, and which
no other people on earth enjoy!”
~ Thomas Jefferson

mailto:lisadavis1155@gmail.com
mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov

Regarding the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Turbine Project near the Tri Cities of Central Washington



Following are my comments, which I submit into the record for the Hearing to be held on August 23, 2023:



Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this hearing to consider the wind farm project named above. I believe there are several arguments against the implementation of the Horse Heaven Hills wind turbine project, which are fact-based derived from my personal research:

 

First, this geographic area of Washington State has no need for an additional source of energy production; we enjoy abundant and inexpensive hydro-electric power. The Columbia River provides renewable energy sufficient to power our cities, and those of Oregon and California. In fact, the Columbia Basin/Snake River Hydroelectric System routinely exports power to California which does not have hydropower resources. Additionally, we produce electricity from nuclear power in this area, which is another clean, inexpensive and plentiful source of power for our citizens, businesses, and surrounding neighbors. Both these sources of electrical power are reliable, readily available on demand, have a small footprint and are inexpensive relative to wind (and solar) power.



Second, wind power is neither reliable nor storable. Although requiring an enormous footprint, wind can produce only a tiny percentage of the electricity needed to supply residential and commercial users. Wind mills do not represent a viable source of electricity to any local population and requires oil and other carbon-based elements to run and maintain. Additionally, wind turbines are susceptible to shut down in severe weather. Recall the winter of 2019 in Texas, when thousands of residents were without heat for two weeks because the local wind turbines had frozen solid.



Third, wind farms pose a direct threat to local bird populations, including the golden eagle and the American Bald Eagle. Migratory bird populations across the country have been significantly harmed by wind turbines interfering in migratory pathways. After colliding with the wind turbines of northern Maine, eagles with injured wings stagger along highways and are run over by vehicles. It is no different in the Great Lakes region, in the Great Plains states, or in California, and would be no different here in south central Washington.



Fourth, wind power is land-intensive while energy-dilute. Wind turbine farms require hundreds of acres of land to approach commercial feasibility, while producing intermittent levels of power insufficient to economically supply an entire population. “Some scientists understand the implications of energy-dilute energy sources for land use. Renewable energy sources like wind and solar face real-world problems of scalability, cost, material and land use, wrote a group of seventy-five conservation biologists in a 2014 open letter.” – Barry Brook, An Open Letter to Environmentalists on Nuclear Energy, Brave New Climate, December 15, 2014.



Finally, wind farms decimate property values for nearby residential areas. They are unsightly, the noise they make produces serious, chronic health issues for nearby residents, and they cannot be disposed of in an environmentally sound manner when they are retired – they must be buried vertically.



Without so much as a nod to our local communities, the State is seeking to cut a deal with these out-of-state carpet baggers to plunder our landscape and make electricity rate-payers foot the bill. Who stands to gain? The developers, Chinese wind turbine makers, and politicians, but definitely not residents of the Tri Cities, Washington. Not only is this proposed project ludicrous, but it is also completely insane to consider it for our area. I do not speak as a “NIMBY” person; but I will not sit by and be made to pay for this “get rich quick” scheme. If the residents of the Tri-Cities were to be given the opportunity, we would vote “NO” on the proposed Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm.



Lisa R. Davis



From: Lisa Davis
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind Farm Hearing
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 9:11:36 PM
Attachments: Horse Heaven Hils Wind Farm - written testimony.pdf

External Email

EFSEC,
I am attaching the comments I wish to make during the Hearing regarding the Horse Heaven
Hills proposed wind farm, on 
August 23, 2023.
Please send me the appropriate contact information so that I can participate and share my
comments on this important subject.
Thank you,
Lisa R. Davis
Kennewick, WA
lisadavis1155@gmail.com

“How little do my countrymen
know what precious blessings they 
are in possession of, and which
no other people on earth enjoy!”
~ Thomas Jefferson

mailto:lisadavis1155@gmail.com
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Regarding the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Turbine Project near the Tri Ci9es of Central Washington 
 
Following are my comments, which I submit into the record for the Hearing to be held on August 23, 2023: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this hearing to consider the wind farm project named above. I believe 
there are several arguments against the implementa9on of the Horse Heaven Hills wind turbine project, which 
are fact-based derived from my personal research: 
  
First, this geographic area of Washington State has no need for an addi9onal source of energy produc9on; we 
enjoy abundant and inexpensive hydro-electric power. The Columbia River provides renewable energy sufficient 
to power our ci9es, and those of Oregon and California. In fact, the Columbia Basin/Snake River Hydroelectric 
System rou9nely exports power to California which does not have hydropower resources. Addi9onally, we 
produce electricity from nuclear power in this area, which is another clean, inexpensive and plen9ful source of 
power for our ci9zens, businesses, and surrounding neighbors. Both these sources of electrical power are 
reliable, readily available on demand, have a small footprint and are inexpensive rela9ve to wind (and solar) 
power. 
 
Second, wind power is neither reliable nor storable. Although requiring an enormous footprint, wind can 
produce only a 9ny percentage of the electricity needed to supply residen9al and commercial users. Wind mills 
do not represent a viable source of electricity to any local popula9on and requires oil and other carbon-based 
elements to run and maintain. Addi9onally, wind turbines are suscep9ble to shut down in severe weather. Recall 
the winter of 2019 in Texas, when thousands of residents were without heat for two weeks because the local 
wind turbines had frozen solid. 
 
Third, wind farms pose a direct threat to local bird popula9ons, including the golden eagle and the American 
Bald Eagle. Migratory bird popula9ons across the country have been significantly harmed by wind turbines 
interfering in migratory pathways. AZer colliding with the wind turbines of northern Maine, eagles with injured 
wings stagger along highways and are run over by vehicles. It is no different in the Great Lakes region, in the 
Great Plains states, or in California, and would be no different here in south central Washington. 
 
Fourth, wind power is land-intensive while energy-dilute. Wind turbine farms require hundreds of acres of land 
to approach commercial feasibility, while producing intermi^ent levels of power insufficient to economically 
supply an en9re popula9on. “Some scien9sts understand the implica9ons of energy-dilute energy sources for 
land use. Renewable energy sources like wind and solar face real-world problems of scalability, cost, material and 
land use, wrote a group of seventy-five conserva9on biologists in a 2014 open le^er.” – Barry Brook, An Open 
Le/er to Environmentalists on Nuclear Energy, Brave New Climate, December 15, 2014. 
 
Finally, wind farms decimate property values for nearby residen9al areas. They are unsightly, the noise they 
make produces serious, chronic health issues for nearby residents, and they cannot be disposed of in an 
environmentally sound manner when they are re9red – they must be buried ver9cally. 
 
Without so much as a nod to our local communi9es, the State is seeking to cut a deal with these out-of-state 
carpet baggers to plunder our landscape and make electricity rate-payers foot the bill. Who stands to gain? The 
developers, Chinese wind turbine makers, and poli9cians, but definitely not residents of the Tri Ci9es, 
Washington. Not only is this proposed project ludicrous, but it is also completely insane to consider it for our 
area. I do not speak as a “NIMBY” person; but I will not sit by and be made to pay for this “get rich quick” 
scheme. If the residents of the Tri-Ci9es were to be given the opportunity, we would vote “NO” on the proposed 
Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm. 
 
Lisa R. Davis 







From: Lisa Davis
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind Farm Hearing
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 9:11:36 PM
Attachments: Horse Heaven Hils Wind Farm - written testimony.pdf

External Email

EFSEC,
I am attaching the comments I wish to make during the Hearing regarding the Horse Heaven
Hills proposed wind farm, on 
August 23, 2023.
Please send me the appropriate contact information so that I can participate and share my
comments on this important subject.
Thank you,
Lisa R. Davis
Kennewick, WA
lisadavis1155@gmail.com

“How little do my countrymen
know what precious blessings they 
are in possession of, and which
no other people on earth enjoy!”
~ Thomas Jefferson

mailto:lisadavis1155@gmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
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Regarding the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Turbine Project near the Tri Ci9es of Central Washington 
 
Following are my comments, which I submit into the record for the Hearing to be held on August 23, 2023: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this hearing to consider the wind farm project named above. I believe 
there are several arguments against the implementa9on of the Horse Heaven Hills wind turbine project, which 
are fact-based derived from my personal research: 
  
First, this geographic area of Washington State has no need for an addi9onal source of energy produc9on; we 
enjoy abundant and inexpensive hydro-electric power. The Columbia River provides renewable energy sufficient 
to power our ci9es, and those of Oregon and California. In fact, the Columbia Basin/Snake River Hydroelectric 
System rou9nely exports power to California which does not have hydropower resources. Addi9onally, we 
produce electricity from nuclear power in this area, which is another clean, inexpensive and plen9ful source of 
power for our ci9zens, businesses, and surrounding neighbors. Both these sources of electrical power are 
reliable, readily available on demand, have a small footprint and are inexpensive rela9ve to wind (and solar) 
power. 
 
Second, wind power is neither reliable nor storable. Although requiring an enormous footprint, wind can 
produce only a 9ny percentage of the electricity needed to supply residen9al and commercial users. Wind mills 
do not represent a viable source of electricity to any local popula9on and requires oil and other carbon-based 
elements to run and maintain. Addi9onally, wind turbines are suscep9ble to shut down in severe weather. Recall 
the winter of 2019 in Texas, when thousands of residents were without heat for two weeks because the local 
wind turbines had frozen solid. 
 
Third, wind farms pose a direct threat to local bird popula9ons, including the golden eagle and the American 
Bald Eagle. Migratory bird popula9ons across the country have been significantly harmed by wind turbines 
interfering in migratory pathways. AZer colliding with the wind turbines of northern Maine, eagles with injured 
wings stagger along highways and are run over by vehicles. It is no different in the Great Lakes region, in the 
Great Plains states, or in California, and would be no different here in south central Washington. 
 
Fourth, wind power is land-intensive while energy-dilute. Wind turbine farms require hundreds of acres of land 
to approach commercial feasibility, while producing intermi^ent levels of power insufficient to economically 
supply an en9re popula9on. “Some scien9sts understand the implica9ons of energy-dilute energy sources for 
land use. Renewable energy sources like wind and solar face real-world problems of scalability, cost, material and 
land use, wrote a group of seventy-five conserva9on biologists in a 2014 open le^er.” – Barry Brook, An Open 
Le/er to Environmentalists on Nuclear Energy, Brave New Climate, December 15, 2014. 
 
Finally, wind farms decimate property values for nearby residen9al areas. They are unsightly, the noise they 
make produces serious, chronic health issues for nearby residents, and they cannot be disposed of in an 
environmentally sound manner when they are re9red – they must be buried ver9cally. 
 
Without so much as a nod to our local communi9es, the State is seeking to cut a deal with these out-of-state 
carpet baggers to plunder our landscape and make electricity rate-payers foot the bill. Who stands to gain? The 
developers, Chinese wind turbine makers, and poli9cians, but definitely not residents of the Tri Ci9es, 
Washington. Not only is this proposed project ludicrous, but it is also completely insane to consider it for our 
area. I do not speak as a “NIMBY” person; but I will not sit by and be made to pay for this “get rich quick” 
scheme. If the residents of the Tri-Ci9es were to be given the opportunity, we would vote “NO” on the proposed 
Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm. 
 
Lisa R. Davis 







From: Becky Durr
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8/23/23
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 4:50:00 PM

External Email

I am concerned that the proposed wind turbine project could devastate the Tri-Cities
community. This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close
to hundreds of residents. 

Furthermore, this project could harm our local wildlife population. Studies have shown
that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats due to collisions with spinning
blades. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural habitats,
leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could impede firefighting
aircraft from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry
seasons. .  

 This project will depend on tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state
developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external
entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

I believe that renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it
should not come at the expense of our citizens' well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by __Rebecca Durr________________________
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mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: Hollis
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Useless & worthless wind turbines
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 7:00:39 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable

mailto:muddgirlforty@aol.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by, Mrs. Hollis Eggers, Kennewick, WA



From: outsets_shogun0w@icloud.com
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: HHH Wind Turbine Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 6:11:10 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our region.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable

mailto:outsets_shogun0w@icloud.com
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energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

C. Eisen

 



From: Brandon Eissens
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Please stop the windfarm project!
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 4:54:01 PM

External Email

To whom it may concern, As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply
troubled by the proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats due to
collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by construction activities.
The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a
decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental challenges. Our
unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
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generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Brandon and Sherice Eissens



From: Brandon Eissens
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Please stop the windfarm
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 4:54:46 PM

External Email

To whom it may concern,                                

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind
turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the

landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats due to
collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by construction activities.
The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a
decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental challenges. Our

unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from

effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 

Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers

to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife

populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns

regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
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3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind

turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy

generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our

community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Brandon and Sherice Eissens



From: JD Frasso
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Hills Wind Turbine Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:30:47 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
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energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by,

Mrs. Diane Frasso 
Kennewick, WA  99338

 



From: JD Frasso
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Hills Turbine Wind Project: Public Comment Hearing Wed. August 23, 2023 5:30-8 PM
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:17:31 PM

External Email

To members of the EFSEC, with regards to the above project:

As I'm unable to attend this important meeting, I would like to submit my comments
through this email, and, if possible, submit my vote AGAINST this project.  

As I've watched, driven through, and researched other areas of this state, this country, and
even in other parts of the world who have been inundated with this type of project, I'm
realizing that much of the information that is put out by "clean-energy" companies,
including Scout Clean Energy, is only the information they want agencies and consumers to
hear.  Unfortunately, there is very little information from them with regards to how much
energy is expended to produce these massive wind turbines, how little energy is actually
derived from these massive wind turbines,  how unreliable wind power really is, and how
difficult it is to de-commission, and cleanly dispose of, these massive wind turbines when
they need to be.   

These drawbacks alone should be great cause for concern, but coupled with the wildlife
hazards, the landscape destruction, the blight of visually having to see these massive
machines atop our hills, and the noise & light pollution, I don't find any way to justify this
project in our area.  

Thank you for considering my comments and my vote.  

Sincerly,

Mrs. Diane Frasso
Kennewick, WA 99338
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From: David & Cindy Garber
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Wind turbines
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:23:34 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the
entire United States. The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy
our cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local
wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to
birds and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat
caused by construction activities. The construction and operation of these
turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an
area already struggling with environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem
cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit
aerial firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting
aircraft from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area
during dry seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift
response times during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for
firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily
on tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is
unjustifiable for us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity
reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations
such as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects
on local wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
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concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided
by the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind
turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the
needs and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of
allowing this massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose
exploring alternative locations that are farther away from residential areas and
wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy generation and
preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not
come at the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by _____Cynthia Garber_____________________



From: Judy Gelhaus
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: My Statement on the Proposed HH Wind Farm Above the Tri-Cities-Cities
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 2:32:44 PM

External Email

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.  This makes me angry that my tax dollars are spent this way.
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EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, we should be expanding our
nuclear capability as it is a much greener form of energy production.  These wind
turbines are not as “green” as the propaganda tries to claim they are.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by:  Judith E. Gelhaus
5406 Fayette Ln
Pasco, Washington  99301



From: Connie Gillispie
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Stop Wind Farm Tri-Cities
Date: Monday, August 21, 2023 1:07:48 AM

External Email

Wind mills too big, too tall and too destructive! We live in this community and should have a
say in something that is going to destroy our environment. This isn’t Russia! Stop the insanity
in my back yard!
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From: Connie Gillispie
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Concerns Regarding Wind Turbine Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:59:18 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire
United States. The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our
cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and
bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling
with environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such
irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for
protecting lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on
tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for
us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial
benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such
as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local
wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by
the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come
at the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by Connie Gillispie
2107 South Zinser Street 
Kennewick WA 99338



From: Connie Gillispie
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Stop the Wind Farms in Benton County
Date: Friday, August 18, 2023 2:18:56 PM

External Email

Our community is being bullied into accepting this project! I’ve never seen such back handed
politics. This wind farm is not good for our area! Please stop!
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From: nancyjg@charter.net
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Wind Turbine Project - Against
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:55:17 AM

External Email

I grew up in the Tri-Cities.  The Horse Heaven Hills are the ONLY ridgeline landscape
of the desert area of Southeastern Washington that I have ever known.  I can’t even
imagine putting 25 miles of ugly wind turbines along the ridge.  They will be a blight
and eyesore to everyone.   The ‘west-siders’ wouldn’t want 25 miles of wind turbines
along the Cascade ridge, why should we give up our only ridgeline?

Kennewick and South Richland are growing to the south.  As growth continues, the
sight of these ugly wind turbines will have a detrimental effect on who will move here
and who would want the sight of a wind turbine out their windows.  I know I wouldn’t
be inclined to purchase a home anywhere near these wind turbines.  Housing
developments in Badger Canyon are already in close proximity and full view of where
the turbines would be located.  They are at risk of property devaluation as soon as the
turbines are erected.

I have many concerns with this project:

Why has Scout Energy gone to great lengths not to hold public hearings in the Tri-
Cities?  That tells me they know the county and residents are opposed.
Southeastern Washington doesn’t need this ‘new’ power source.  We have all the
power we need from hydro-electric and nuclear sources.  This power is probably
meant for the west side of the state.  Let them put the turbines there if they need
the power.  Why come and destroy our land and eco-structure?
I can’t even imagine the damage to our ecosystem and wildlife caused by these
turbines.  Scout Energy and Governor Inslee don’t seem to care.
The environmental impact statement does not cover the ‘graveyard’ of non-
biodegradable waste from these turbines.  The blades are ~200 feet in length. 
They don’t last forever and must be disposed of.  Why hasn’t Scout told us where
this graveyard will be located?  I don’t think Tri-Citians will like the answer.  Why
hasn’t the EPA wanted to know?

As a resident of South Richland, I am adamantly opposed to this wind turbine project. 
I feel that Scout Energy and Governor Inslee are shoving this down our throats.

Nancy Graves
1019 Lethbridge Ave.
Richland, WA 99352
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From: Sharon Grunst
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: No to Windmills visible from the Tri-Cities
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:46:10 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

I have previously submitted comments to our Benton County Commissioners.  The
blinking red lights visible in the gorge and the highway to Bend are especially
annoying and do not want them or the turbines on our hills.  I am especially upset that
the Governor is promoting this decision for us on the east side.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.
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To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by Sharon Grunst



From: Melody Hall
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: turbine wind project comments
Date: Monday, August 21, 2023 6:34:53 PM

External Email

To whom it may concern,
I would like to voice my opinion on the proposed  Horse Heaven Wind Project.

PLEASE DO NOT ruin our beautiful
countryside with this project.

The Horse Heaven Hills Project isn’t green at all. The need for the project is unproven and
will force dependence on giant, mechanical monsters which have very little impact on climate
change at all.

This project has nothing to do with protecting the earth from the impacts of climate change
and power. Instead, it is dedicated to corporate profits at the expense of the public and the
impact on the local environment. Spending $1.7 billion dollars on this project, much of it is
taxpayer money, is irresponsible, unnecessary, unacceptably damaging and
wasteful.

It is not worth the impact on humans, animals, and the environment. Just
another bureaucratic MESS!

PLEASE STOP THIS!

a very concerned resident of Benton County who does NOT want this EYE
SORE in her backyard.

M. Hall
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From: K Hamilton
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind turbine opposition
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 12:28:40 PM

External Email

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: K Hamilton <ihp81@yahoo.com>
Date: August 22, 2023 at 12:15:09 PM PDT



As a lifelong member of Tri-Cities, Washington,
I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind
turbine project that threatens to devastate our
community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only
too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington
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State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy
our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a
significant threat to our local wildlife population.
Studies have shown that wind turbines can
cause harm to birds and bats due to collisions
with spinning blades or changes in their habitat
caused by construction activities. The
construction and operation of these turbines will
disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline in
biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique
ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind
turbines could severely limit aerial firefighting
capabilities. Their towering height could impede
firefighting aircraft from effectively combating
wildfires that frequently plague our area during
dry seasons. This jeopardizes both property
and lives as we rely on swift response times
during emergencies.  Having unobstructed
access for firefighting aircraft is vital for
protecting lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's
financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state
developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity
reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me



present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by
renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can
have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National
Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine
installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on
the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects,
including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps
legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the
applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive
wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I
propose exploring alternative locations that are
farther away from residential areas and wildlife
habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean
energy generation and preserving our
cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind
turbine project. I believe that renewable energy
is important for a sustainable future; however, it
should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment
Hearing 8.23.23
kellie Hamilton



  Sent from my iPhone



From: Greg Hammer
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 12:49:04 PM

External Email

Dear EFSEC members,
 
I have lived in the Tri-Cities, Washington for 40 years,  I generally support wind energy and
diversity of our power infrastructure, however I am very concerned by the proposed wind
turbine project that threatens to devastate our views, wildlife habitat, and safety.

This proposed wind turbine project is far too close to local housing and population centers.
There are thousands of acres of land across Washington state that are not this close to
housing and would be better suited for this project.

The size and scope of the turbines proposed is unprecedented for Washington State, if not
the entire United States. The  proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views
and forever change the landscape we hold dear.

The  project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife population that is already on the
endangered list. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by construction
activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural habitats,
leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

The construction will create a huge blowing dust issue that will be exacerbated by Scout
Energy not having an adequate water source to control dust. 

The quantity and height of the wind turbines will severely limit aerial firefighting capabilities
in this area.   Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from effectively
combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This jeopardizes
both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies.  Having
unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties.  

It is unjustifiable for Washington state taxpayers to bear the burden while Scout Energy
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reaps substantial benefits at our expense, due to the tax credits that have been extended.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities residents with those of the applicant. 

Instead of allowing this massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose
exploring alternative locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife
habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our
cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of
our community's well-being and natural beauty.

 
 
 
 
--
Greg Hammer
 
President | Inline Computer & Communications
509.783.5450 ext 150 | support@inlinecomputer.com | http://www.inlinecomputer.com
 
Efficient and Effective – Partner Experience – Constantly Improving – Technology Done the Right
Way
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From: Jolene Hattori
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: conference ID #6326170
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 1:32:23 PM

External Email

I cannot attend meeting.
I am not in favor of the turbine project on the hills of Badger Canyon.

Jolene Hattori
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From: tyler
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: No windmills
Date: Tuesday, August 15, 2023 10:34:45 PM

External Email

We do not want windmill farms here!! 

Just stop!
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From: Michelle Hopp
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Proposed Tri City Windfarm
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:48:05 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.
This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project
poses a significant threat to our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that
wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats due to collisions with spinning blades
or changes in their habitat caused by construction activities. The construction and
operation of these turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline in
biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental challenges. Our unique
ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
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so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Sincerely,
michelle hopp



From: Prent Houck
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Hill Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 3:49:21 PM

External Email

I'm a resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind
turbine project.  I see little to no value to our community from this project and it will
have massive negative impacts to the environment, the ecosystem, views, and
safety.  This project doesn't even pass a back of the envelope test of economics.   

The project suggests that it will produce a 1,000 jobs during construction and some
nominal amount of jobs on going.  There is no guarantee that those construction jobs
will go to our residents and that the ongoing maintenance jobs will be source locally. 
Typically, companies come in with these gradious jobs numbers to get everyone and
the unions all excited and the reality is dramatically less.

This proposed wind turbine project is planned to cover approximately 24 miles of land
and is within view of 10's of thousands of residents and close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.  I've seen the turbines near Ellensburg,
WA and the ones in Livermore, CA and San Gorgonio Pass near Palm Springs, CA.  I
have yet to hear anyone say that they like them except perhaps a retired farmer
getting paid for their land.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.  Additionally, the moving shadows of the rotating blades are disruptive to
people and animals, not to mention the noise and the flashing lights at night.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
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firefighting capabilities. Their towering height (UP TO 671 feet) will be taller than
the Space Needle in Seattle.  Imagine 244 Space Needles in Seattle, I'm guessing
there would be complaints. Their height and density will impede firefighting aircraft
from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry
seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times
during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for
protecting lives and properties. 

As a TAX PAYER, this is a poor use of tax funds, and I do not want to subsidise this
project.  If the project is economically feasible, then it should make sense for it to
stand on it's own.  This project's financial feasibility will be get subsidies and tax
credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers to
bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

4.  There are more than 14,000 abandoned wind turbines in the U.S., some are being
replaced with new models, the OLD Ones end up in a landfill.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  The applicant should go
bulid in Colorado where they have lots of Land and Wind.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, it should be denied as it doesn't
meet the needs of our population. and wildlife habitats. We should be using other
viable means to produce clean energy and preserve our cherished environment.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.



Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by

-- 
Prent Houck
 
(509) 531-5536  cell

 
pchouck@gmail.com
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From: Esther Irwin
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind turbines
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 8:23:23 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by Esther L Irwin, Kennewick, WA

Sent from my iPhone



From: Bob Janzing
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Concerns about Wind Turbine Project Tri-Cities
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 5:57:03 PM

External Email

To Whom it May Concern;
 
As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire
United States. The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our
cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this
ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife population.
Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats due to
collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by construction
activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft
from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry
seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times
during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for
protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on
tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for
us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits
at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such
as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local
wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
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concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by
the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come
at the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Sincerely,

Bob Janzing

Richland

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: D Jordan
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse heaven wind farm
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 5:46:13 PM

External Email

We don't want this here. We want our horse heavens, left alone.
We want you to stop listening to poor planning, prevarications and LISTEN TO US.
Leave our horse heavens alone.
Please.
Dana Jordan 
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From: Kathy Kaser-Nichols
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Proposed Wind Turbine Project near Tri-Cities
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 10:37:31 AM

External Email

This proposed project is insane.

Electricity from wind IS NOT VIABLE.  Period

It damages the earth and its inhabitants--especially wildlife.

Disposal of spent blades, which do not last long, harm the environment (more than plastic!) 
At least find a way to recycle them--for building the Wall maybe?)

Stop the nonsense now!

They are aesthetically ugly to our natural world.

They are dangerous to man's survival against catastrophes such as fire.

I completely agree with all that is said below:

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
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populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by Kathryn Kaser-Nichols



From: Steve & Jane Kirkendall
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: We Don"t Want the Wind Turbine Farm
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 6:23:04 PM

External Email

We do not want the wind turbine farm!!  It is a blight on the beautiful landscape and an
environmental hazard as noted below:
 
1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such
as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations, specifically birds that are killed by the thousands around wind turbines.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations, which would be
disastrous since the wind blows toward town from the direction of the wind
turbines.

Furthermore, our area has several of the most environmental friendly renewable
power in both hydroelectric and nuclear power.   

Please do not ruin our beautiful community with these ugly, low availability power
sources!

Thank you,

Steve and Jane Kirkendall

2630 Quarterhorse Way

Richland Wa 99352

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: sheilakirk0727
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Reject Wind Turbins
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 5:29:24 PM

External Email

I say NO to wind turbines in Badger canyon. 

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S8+, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone
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From: Dave Koontz
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Windmills
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 4:40:00 PM
Attachments: windfarm no.pdf

External Email

Please add me to the list of Tri-city residents who oppose the construction of new windmills in
the Horse Heaven Hills above Badger Canyon.  See attached.

Dave Koontz
65 year resident of Richland and West Richland

mailto:lonewolf58.dave@gmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov







From: Chris Lentz
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: August 23rd HH Public Comment Hearing
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 8:59:38 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

mailto:chrisl99320@gmail.com
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I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

Christian Lentz

63506 E 99 PR SE

Benton City, WA 99320

509 528 2814



From: Jay Loera
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind project opposition
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 1:53:24 PM

External Email

 
As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

mailto:jloera07@gmail.com
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I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Jason Loera

Jloera07@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone



From: Eve
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Tri-Cities WA Wind Turbine Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 11:41:45 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23
 
Submitted by: Eve Marchand 



From: kidcalled@charter.net
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Wind Turbine Project
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 12:40:24 PM

External Email

August 23, 2023
 
 The State of Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
 
I am writing with concern and opposition to the proposed Horse Heaven wind
turbine project. I do not believe the gains outweigh the setbacks!  This proposed
wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of residents.
It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever
change the landscape we hold dear. The quantity and height of the wind turbines
could severely limit aerial firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could
impede firefighting aircraft from effectively combating wildfires that frequently
plague our area during dry seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we
rely on swift response times during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for
firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties.
 
Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling
with environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such
irreparable damage.

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on
tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for
us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits
at our expense.

Here are some relevant facts that must be considered:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such
as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local
wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
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concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by
the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the
needs and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of
allowing this massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose
exploring alternative locations that are farther away from residential areas
and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy generation
and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.  I urge you to
reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable energy is
important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of
our community's well-being and natural beauty.
 
Submitted by
 
Trina S McInturff
1502 S Harrison St
Kennewick, WA 99338
 

 



From: michelle mennetrot
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Hills Wind Turbine Project
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 8:04:24 AM

External Email

Good morning.  Thank you for taking time to read my comment. 
 
I live in West Richland, Washington and have lived in the Tri-Cities since I was an
infant.  Growing up here, I didn’t always think our area was beautiful.  As I have
aged, I have come to see the unique natural beauty of our area and have always
enjoyed our beautiful sunsets.  If  you have spent any time over here, I know you
would be mesmerized by our sunsets—they are spectacular!  Turbines would ruin
this beauty.  I implore you to reconsider.

My concern with the wind project is that it will cause more harm than good.  This
proposed turbine project is too close and too large causing more harm than good!  I
have experience with other wind farms.  My family and I travel quite often to visit
family in France.  Each time, we visit my husband’s aunt who lives in a small
seaside town called Fecamp in upper Normandy.  There is a huge turbine project
being erected as we speak—in the ocean!  This is the area where Monet painted
(near the famous door, Etretat) and his beautiful seascape is going to be ruined by
gigantic, ugly turbines that will be there for generations to come.  What kind of
legacy is that leaving for posterity?  Additionally, Fecamp has visible large wind
turbines on land along the Alabaster coast.  I have hiked this coast.  The turbines are
large and ruin the natural beauty of the landscape and their shadows are very
dizzying as they rotate.  I know how unsteady the land is as their sea cliffs often fall
into the ocean.  In fact, there are signs everywhere warning that the land is unstable
and can fall at any time.  The vibration from the turbines only makes it worse. 

The turbines on the cliffs near Fecamp are not as large as the turbines proposed to
be placed on the Horse Heaven Hills (which I read are taller than the Eiffel Tower). 
Have you visited Paris and stood under the Eiffel Tower?  I have.  Many times.  I
cannot believe this is even being proposed!  It’s not like you are placing one large
turbine, but more than a hundred.  Take a minute and think about our land?  Could
the vibration from these turbines cause landslides like the one near Yakima or the
one near Naches?  This cannot be considered safe.  Think of the devastation that
could cause.  You can do all of the preparation to try to ensure the safety, but you
cannot guarantee their safety.  Can you, in good conscience, put your name on this
project?  I implore you to reconsider the Horse Heaven Hills Turbine Project.  It
will cause more harm than good.

mailto:mennetrot@msn.com
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Thank you again for taking the time to read my comment.

Sincerely,

Michelle Mennetrot

 

 





From: j.mercure@frontier.com
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Tri-Cities Cares
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 6:13:22 PM

External Email

Please don't destroy the beauty of our southern views with your windmills.   We
acknowledge that we are blessed to live (and buy homes) in one of Kennewick's
loveliest neighborhoods.  We pay for that privilege with our taxes. I believe that you
should acknowledge that  these  windmills will not be enough to power California but
the sight of them will definitely diminish the natural horizon, the feeling of wide open
peaceful spaces, the very reasons we spent our money here.     

Our voices matter.  Listen to us.

Jane Mercure
16926 S Fairview Loop
Kennewick WA 99338
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From: James Millbauer
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: HHCEC Spport
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 7:56:23 PM

External Email

I’m here today to speak in support for the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Project.  This project will have significant
economic  opportunities for our counties with a significant source of jobs and family wage jobs at that, as well as
millions on dollars  in total economic output.   We need to enhance our energy portfolio so we can provide a variety
of clean energy options for our nation and I believe this is a good choice.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Fraternally,

Jim Millbauer
Kennewick, WA. 99336

mailto:jpmillbauer@icloud.com
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From: Ramona Morrow
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: No to anymore windmills on the beautiful Horse Heaven hills
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 1:33:36 PM
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Sent from my iPhone
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From: Becki Muhlbeier
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind Turbine Farm Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 11:21:45 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Respectfully,

Rebecca Muhlbeier
1209 ROad 62
Pasco, WA  99301



From: Jim Newell
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind project
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 3:56:12 PM

External Email

 
As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind
turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire
United States. The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our
cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this
ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife population.
Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats due to
collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by construction
activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft
from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry
seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times
during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for
protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on
tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for
us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits
at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such
as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local
wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
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concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by
the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come
at the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

Jim Newell 

Benton City, WA 

 



From: Cindy Newport
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Proposed wind turbine
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 6:01:07 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
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energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

Dan & Cindy Newport



From: r
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Disapproval of proposed wind farm
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 12:58:00 PM

External Email

To whom it may concern,
This technology will soon be outdated as is all things of this nature. What is the plan for removing and restoring the
natural lands in the event this proposed plan gets approved? More importantly the proposed wind farm is unsightly
and will clutter our skyline and take from our most beautiful vistas. Please reconsider and have this ill conceived
project cancelled. Now!
Regards
Ralph Nielsen
8528 west 9th Avenue
Kennewick WA. USA
99336

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Glenn Oberdorfer
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: No windmills
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 11:53:33 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by _Glenn Oberdorfer_______________________

Sent from my iPhone



From: Christine Oliver
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: WIND TURBINE TRI CITIES COMMENT
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 4:20:33 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington I feel that wind turbine project  threatens to
impact our community in a negative way.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
homes.  The size of the machines will devastate out cherished landscape.  The amount of
resources that it takes from production to disposal does not make sense for these wind farm
projects.  There are different alternatives.  Please don't destroy hundreds of miles of our nature
with these ridiculous machines.

Christy Oliver 

Get BlueMail for Android
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From: Leilanie Parrish
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: NO WIND PROJECT!
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 5:44:52 PM

External Email

I am not in favor of this intrusive wind project. It just is not right to infiltrate our area when so many are in
disagreement to the full circle of these wind turbines. They do not help the greater good. STOP THE
WIND PROJECT...STOP INVADING OUR AREA AND PEOPLE! 

Leilanie Parrish
Richland Washington Resident 
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From: jack pickard
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind Turbine Project
Date: Sunday, August 20, 2023 2:00:55 PM

External Email

August 20, 2023
 
Scout Energy and Inslee,
Why is it that the citizens say NO very loud and very clear and you people keep trying to jam it down
our throats time after time under false pretense until you get your way. Typical liberal tactics.
Your westside energy needs are being raised because of liberal mandates for electric cars, ferries
and trucks to help out the Chinese mining of the necessary minerals needed to build the solar
panels. If you want to go with the liberal carbon free dream why don’t you start with the Chinese.
Benton PUD is already 92% carbon free and the only reason they use wind energy at all is because
they are forced to by Initiative 937. Wind produced electricity is at least double the cost and not
reliable. The turbines have a twenty year life span before they are hauled off to landfill s after the
million dollar investment per tower to put them up.
I know the studies used by Scout say that a turbine can pay for itself in the twenty year lifespan but
the stats made by California scientist say that can only happen if they run at optimal speed 24 hours
a day for twenty years which can’t happen.
I attended previous meetings held on these and couldn’t believe that the union was for this project
that would destroy 72,000 acres for the 50 steady jobs that it would create. The rest of the work
would be done by Scout contractors. The only citizen in favor was Mr. Wiley who owns land along
the Horse Heaven crest.
Its time you listen to the people who know not the people who are selling this liberal agenda. The
Washington Dept of Fish and Wildlife and Benton County Commissioners are against this project
along with the majority of the citizens that were allowed to give input.
 
LEAVE OUR SHRUBSTEPPE ALONE!!!!!
 
Jack Pickard

6908 W.3rd Ave
Kennewick, WA 99336
(509) 627-9244
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Carolyn Riddle
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Hills wind farm and solar project
Date: Thursday, August 17, 2023 9:38:11 PM

External Email

I'm a strong supporter of alternative energy development, but this project is not being done
responsibly. It is critical to the ecological stability of this untouched area that scientific and
expert opinions are taken into consideration. A project that has such a high impact on local
residents and the environment must be approached with due consideration for its overall
impacts, both positive and negative. Profit must never take precedence over the well-being of
the people, flora, and fauna of an area. 

Thank you for being a responsible developer. 
-- 
Carolyn Riddle

JMJ/F
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From: Bob Ruby
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Haven Wind Turbine Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:30:50 AM

External Email

To Whom it may Concern:

Re: Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  
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What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Robert A Ruby
87728 Summit View Dr.
Kennewick, WA 99338



From: Sharon Schaefer
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Wind Turbine Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:15:13 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The
sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever
change the landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a
significant threat to our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines
can cause harm to birds and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in
their habitat caused by construction activities. The construction and operation of these
turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area
already struggling with environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford
such irreparable damage.

 

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
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2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive
wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that
are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance
between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished environment can be
achieved.

 

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense
of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

 

Submitted by

Sharon Schaefer 



From: Valerie Schatz
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Wind Farm Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 8:05:02 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Benton City, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed
wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

The proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but it's also far too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The
sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change
the landscape we love. We purchased our property and built a beautiful new house here
because of the gorgeous view. 

Also, this grotesque project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife population. Studies
have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats, due to collisions with
spinning blades, as well as changes in their habitat caused by construction activities. The
construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline
in an area already struggling with environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot
afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense while we
get none of the benefits. 

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
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desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this irresponsible and impractical wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the
expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and please reconsider what damage you are doing to
the environment. 

Valerie Schatz

51806 N Evert Rd

Benton City WA 99320

248-830-0689

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: dwshepherd49@yahoo.com
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 4:51:03 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as

mailto:dwshepherd49@yahoo.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by 
Wendy Shepherd 
3408 S Newport St.
Kennewick, WA 



From: Rich Simon
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven wind farm public comments
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 4:03:18 PM
Attachments: Horse Heaven Wind Farm Public Comment #1 by R. Simon.pdf

Horse Heaven Wind Farm Public Comment #2 by R. Simon.pdf

External Email

Per instructions I have received, please find the attached set of two documents with my public
comments on the proposed Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm proposal (on the Updated ASC)(EF-
210011).
 
I have worked in the wind industry since 1977 and therefore believe I am eligible to submit these
comments.  I am submitting them in writing to ensure they are available for review and become part
of the public record.  I live in California and am currently on vacation; thus, I am submitting these
documents in written format.
 
You may contact me below if necessary.
 
Thank you,
 
Richard L. Simon, President
Simon Wind, Inc.
Tel/cell:  801-647-4107
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23 August 2023    
 
Energy Facility Siting Evaluation Council 
 
Dear sirs: 
 
My name is Richard Simon, and I’ve been working as a wind resource consultant to the wind 
energy industry since 1978, at which time I co-authored the first formal study of wind power 
potential for the California Energy Commission.  I have a BA degree in Geography from the 
University of California at Berkeley (1973) and a MS degree in Meteorology from San Jose State 
University (1976).  I am the owner and president of Simon Wind, Inc. (www.simonwind.com). 
 
Over the course of my 45 years working in the wind industry, I have personally sited and/or 
performed financial due diligence on more than 40,000 megawatts of operating wind turbines 
across the world.  This includes most of the wind farms straddling the Washington side of the 
Columbia River, plus others near Ellensburg and Walla Walla. 
 
I have also processed and analyzed historical wind data in Benton County, including 16 years of 
wind data at BPA’s Kennewick/Horse Heaven measurement tower.  Thus, I am very familiar with 
the general wind regime of the Horse Heaven Hills. 
 
I provide below comments on six topics pertinent to the proposed Horse Heaven wind farm.   
 
Turbine Technology.  The developer, Scout Clean Energy, has filed with the FAA for 248 wind 
turbine locations.  From the EFSEC application for site certification, they have listed four potential 
wind turbine technologies, two with 244 turbines rated at approximately 3 megawatts each, and 
two with 150 turbines rated at approximately 6 megawatts each.  The total proposed megawatt 
capacity is thus in the neighborhood of 850 megawatts. 
 
The 3-megawatt turbines would have maximum “tip heights” (tower plus blade in the vertical 
position) less than 500 feet, and the 6-megawatt turbines would have maximum tip heights of 
approximately 665 feet.  A specific list of which turbine locations would be utilized has not been 
furnished.  I also understand that Scout recently has proposed deletion of approximately 20 of 
those turbines. 
 
Therefore, it seems that the choice of turbine locations, turbine models and hub heights is not 
finalized. 
 
In my decades of working with project developers, all permits are granted for a specific turbine 
array plan, which includes the number and exact locations of all turbines, their technology 
(turbine manufacturer and model) and heights, as well as environmental reviews, community 
impacts, and complete sets of electrical and construction drawings.  Without such complete and 
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specific documentation, it would be unprecedented for permitting agencies to issue permits for 
Horse Heaven. 
 
Wind Farm Size.  There are very few wind farms with capacities close to 1000 megawatts in the 
United States, and none that I am aware of even half that size in the state of Washington.  And for 
Horse Heaven, turbines are planned along a 25½-mile stretch of the escarpment overlooking the 
Yakima and Columbia River valleys from Benton City in the west to east of the city of Kennewick.  
Such a large project would completely change the landscape for the roughly 250,000 people living 
in the Tri-Cities area, of which 100,000 would be within 6 miles of the wind farm. 
 
I am not aware of any existing wind farm in the United States that impinges so significantly as 
Horse Heaven would on the Tri-Cities.  This raises the question, discussed below, whether the 
wind resource of this project is so excellent that it dwarfs other opportunities for economic 
development elsewhere in the state.  To the extent the wind resource is not superior, then why 
force the citizens to have to live with such a large wind farm in their back yard. 
 
Wind Resource Potential.  Based on historical data and the assumption of a GE-3.4/140 turbines 
with 82-m hub height (to keep total height below 500 feet), I have done some back of the 
envelope calculations.  My best estimate is that aggregate long-term average annual wind speed 
for a likely array plan will be between 15.7 and 16.8 mph. 
 
Wind turbines produce a specific amount of power at a given wind speed, and this relationship is 
known as the power curve for that turbine.  One also takes into account the density of the air, 
which decreases with elevation.  The “gross” energy potential is calculated by combining the 
annual wind speed frequency distribution (how many hours per year at a given wind speed) by its 
corresponding power output at that speed.  (Gross energy does not take into account various 
discount and loss factors, which are discussed next.) 
 
Using a likely representative annual wind speed distribution for Horse Heaven, here are the 
resulting gross annual energy projections for the GE-3.4/140 turbine.  “MWh” stands for 
megawatt-hours: 
 


Average Speed 
(mph) 


Gross 
MWh/turbine 


Gross Capacity Factor 
(%)* 


15.7 12155 40.8 
16.8 13099 47.1 


*capacity factor is defined as the ratio of computed energy for a site to the amount of energy that 
would be produced if a turbine were at full capacity (3.4 MW in this case) each hour of the year. 
 
Convert gross to net energy projections.  The gross energy projections above are ideal, in the sense 
that they don’t include various discount factors always present in wind farm operations.  There are 
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seven major categories for such discounts used in the wind industry.  Without site-specific 
engineering and contractual information, many of these discounts are not known.  However, 
“typical” industry discounts are listed below in such cases. 
 


Discount Category Estimated Loss (%) Remarks 
Turbine Availability 4 Over the lifetime of a typical 


wind farm 
Electrical Losses 3 Typical value for a large wind 


farm, could be higher 
Wake Losses 10 This is a packed wind farm 


with relatively tight turbine 
spacing and tendency for 
very stable air flow. 


Turbine Performance 4.1 Combined discounts for 
turbulence (1%), high-wind 
hysteresis (0.2%), sub-
optimal operations (1%) and 
power curve inaccuracy (2%) 


Environmental Items 2.9 Combined discounts for 
blade degradation/soiling 
(1%), icing (1.5%), extreme 
weather (0.2%), and site 
access (0.2%) 


Curtailment 0 (?) Potential curtailment from 
manufacturer’s operating 
restrictions for the turbines, 
curtailment for birds, off-
taker curtailment, and other 
factors.  We have assumed 
zero, but do not know if this 
is correct.  However, if BPA 
will be limiting injection at 
least some of the year, then 
this discount would not be 
zero. 


Balance of Plant 1 Typical industry value 
 


One combines the above discounts through a product of their “efficiencies” (100% minus the 
discount).  With the above discounts, the combined total efficiency is 77.2%, and thus the total 
discount is 22.8%. 
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Long-term average annual net capacity factor projections are simply the gross projections reduced 
by the discounts: 
 


• At an average speed of 15.7 mph, the annual net capacity factor would be 31.5% 
• At an average speed of 16.8 mph, the annual net capacity factor would be 34.0% 


 
These net capacity factors are much lower than modern wind farms are producing in the solid 
wind zones across the United States—basically the upper plains and Midwest.   
 
Economic feasibility.  Since turbine pricing isn’t reduced for lower wind sites, it is not evident how 
Horse Heaven will be economically viable.  And if there is curtailment by BPA, that would further 
erode the rate of return on investment. 
 
Scout has apparently stated they need a project this large to justify building it, which doesn’t sit 
right from my experience.  Scout should be required to provide economic justification for their 
project, which would include predicted annual energy production and revenue (the latter with 
some levelized annual price per kW), whether there is a PPA or not, whether this might be a 
merchant plant (with no guarantee of sales price), and any “PPA” with a private off-taker.  While 
such details are outside my area of expertise, the concept is appropriate—no project of this size 
should be approved without a guarantee of its financial health. 
 
Grid availability.  Scout has applied for 800-1150 MW, which includes 300 MW of solar and 
battery storage, and apparently BPA has indicated a commitment as low as 300 MW at certain 
times, such as the spring season when hydroelectric power is maximized.  In fact, the windiest 
period of the year at Horse Heaven is January through April based on the long-term BPA 
Kennewick data.  Summer is the least windy time of the year.  BPA has expressed a lack of 
enthusiasm for more wind with that kind of seasonal profile and also an interest in integrating 
Montana winds (different seasonal pattern) for better integration into the grid.   
 
And in the spirit of having dispersed resources, allowing (or permitting) a single very large wind 
farm like Horse Heaven reduces the potential to add other renewable energy in other parts of the 
state.  There are many such wind farms being planned at this time, and they might be a better fit 
to the grid system. 
 
Impact on Nine Canyon.  The eastern end of the proposed Horse Heaven wind farm is close to 
(and upwind of) the existing Nine Canyon wind farm, which is owned by a consortium of public 
utilities.  Wakes from Horse Heaven would reduce the energy production from Nine Canyon.  A 
quantitative determination of the potential wake impact would normally be required for 
evaluating the merits of a new wind farm, and in this case, it is public power that would be 
impacted.  Has wake modeling been done? 
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Conclusion.  From my professional perspective, there are conditions regarding the proposed Horse 
Heaven wind farm that may not be desirable, both from a strict wind resource perspective, true 
value to the Washington energy grid, and visual impacts on a highly populated region.  There are 
many other locations with suitable wind regimes elsewhere in the state, and it may not be in the 
best interest of the community to put all one’s eggs in this single basket. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Richard L. Simon 
President 
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BEFORE THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 
ENERGY FACILITY SITING EVALUATION COUNCIL 


 
 
In the Matter of the Application of: 
 
Scout Clean Energy, LLC, for 
Horse Heaven Wind Farm, LLC, 


                                   Applicant. 


 
 
 
 
 
 


 
DOCKET NO. EF-210011 
 
Public Comment Submission by Richard 
Simon, Consulting Meteorologist to the 
Wind Energy Industry since 1977 


   
      
  


In applicant’s EXH-1031_R, Greg Poulos, my former partner at V-Bar Consulting, 


makes several allegations regarding data used in my testimony.  The information below 


refutes Mr. Poulos’ allegations and unfounded accusations. 


 
Page Lines Summary of Poulos 


tes�mony 
Simon response 


5 12-19 Poulos states wind farm 
net capacity factors are 
generally or can be 
economical at a minimum 
25%, with few excep�ons. 


Wind farms today generally have net capacity 
factors of 35-50%, so the threshold of 25% 
would only apply in extenua�ng 
circumstances.   
On lines 15-19 he lists various inputs to 
determine economic feasibility, including 
unspecified “other factors.”  Three such other 
factors per�nent to Horse Heaven are 1) 
compe�ng wind projects, 2) matching the 
transmission system, and 3) the risks of 
“pu�ng all one’s eggs in one big basket.” 


7 10-12 Poulos comments that it 
would be unprecedented 
for permi�ng agencies to 
issue open ended permits 
for a wind farm. 


Final permits (with approval to start 
construc�on) are ul�mately granted for a 
specific turbine array plan.   


7 13-14 He notes FAA has 
authorized a variety of 
wind turbine posi�ons 
within a given project 
envelope. 


His statement is correct, as FAA is concerned 
only with posi�ons and maximum heights of 
the turbines.  However, he fails to men�on 
that FAA authoriza�on is only one part of the 
permi�ng process.  


8 1-9 Poulos notes the project is 
“consistent with a trend 
towards larger wind 
farms…, and he points to 
the Shepards (sic) Flat 


The Shepherds Flat project differs from Horse 
Heaven in that there is no popula�on center 
near it, and the turbines are not located 
along a single, topographically pronounced 
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wind farm in Oregon as an 
example.  He then points 
to other large wind farms 
being considered. 


ridgeline. The visual impact of Horse Heaven 
would dwarf that of Shepherds Flat. 


8 10-13 He notes that Altamont 
Pass in California overlooks 
the city of Livermore. 


There are at most 15-20 wind turbines visible 
from the city of Livermore.  I personally 
confirmed this in April 2023. 


8 13-16 Poulos notes that 
hundreds of wind turbines 
are located in San 
Gorgonio Pass, California, 
with a combined 
popula�on of nearly 
500,000 people near Palm 
Springs and North Palm 
Springs. 


The vast majority of people in the Coachella 
Valley live in flat terrain and far from the 
wind farms.  The flat terrain also means that 
most residents will not have a view of the 
wind farms, since adjacent buildings and 
vegeta�on restrict horizontal visibility 
distance.  Also, there are tall mountains near 
the wind farms (exceeding 5000-� eleva�on 
in all direc�ons except southeast, two 
exceeding 10,000 � eleva�on), which 
minimize the visual impact of the wind 
turbines.  According to the US Wind Turbine 
Data Base web site, the en�re installed 
capacity at San Gorgonio Pass is 682 MW 
(across 27 projects), which is smaller than the 
proposed Horse Heaven wind farm.  Finally, 
due to the unusual nature of winds in 
California, there are very few loca�ons where 
wind turbines can be economically sited, 
whereas Washington has much more suitable 
land area.  I have atached a figure at the end 
of this document showing winds across the 
state of Washington. 


9 5-8 Poulos notes that the 
escarpment is a high wind 
resource loca�on within 
the project footprint. 


The ques�on here is how much higher the 
wind resource would be; without the full data 
set I will es�mate that it won’t be more than 
20% windier than sites southwest of the 
escarpment.  And because of those “upwind” 
turbines, there will tend to be significant 
wake losses along the escarpment, which 
would reduce the premium of its wind 
resource 


9 9-14 Poulos comments energy 
projec�ons for Horse 
Heaven should not be 
compared to wind farms 
located in Montana and 
Wyoming, and that one 


My understanding is that Montana winds are 
currently a higher priority for Pacific 
Northwest Investor Owned U�li�es than 
central Washington for adding to their energy 
por�olio.  Presumably these u�li�es are 
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also needs to account for 
long-distance transmission.  


considering all associated project 
development costs, including transmission. 


9 14-20 Poulos notes many wind 
farms in Washington and 
Oregon have similar or 
lower capacity factors than 
Horse Heaven. 


He does not men�on that many of those 
wind farms are at least 10 years old and use 
much less efficient wind turbines.  Also, he 
has not noted that energy prices have varied 
such that lower wind sites could have been 
economic in the past but perhaps less so 
today. 


9 19-24 He notes that wind farm 
economics are proprietary. 


To some extent this is true, but it is my 
understanding that considera�on of 
economics for new renewable energy 
projects must be done, and a new windfarm 
must have a “reasonable costs.”   


10 10-13 Poulos states that 
concerning Nine Canyon, it 
is not unusual for new 
wind farms to impact 
exis�ng ones. 


My comment is that, as part of the economic 
benefit review process, incremental wakes on 
Nine Canyon would seem an integral part of 
evalua�ng the overall benefit of Horse 
Heaven, and the ques�on is whether those 
wakes had been modeled.  I further note that 
one proposed Horse Heaven turbine is less 
than a mile upwind (to the southwest) of a 
Nine Canyon turbine.  I understand that Mr. 
Poulos has issued recent publica�ons 
regarding wake impacts being greater than 
what previous modeling had predicted. 


10-11 23-3 Poulos comments that 
people prefer wind 
turbines over smokestacks, 
and some poli�cal 
opinions. 


This is an odd statement from someone 
whose exper�se is in wind resource 
assessment.  Also, given the choice of 
hundreds of wind turbines on a ridge or a few 
smokestacks, I suspect wind turbines would 
not be the choice. 


11 4-15 Poulos affirms that there 
will always be visual 
impacts, then compares 
Nine Canyon to Horse 
Heaven. 


Nine Canyon turbines are smaller, and only a 
few stand atop the high ridgeline in ques�on.  
Further, they encompass only a five-mile 
length (versus 25 miles) and are south of the 
easternmost part of the Tri Ci�es—thus with 
substan�ally less visual impact than Horse 
Heaven. 


11 15-19 Poulos states that a “sole 
focus on visual impacts 
seems undue…” 


This is factually incorrect, and also his 
opinion is merely an opinion.  For something 
25 miles long with a high visual impact, EFSEC 
would presumably consider that significant.  
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11 19-20 He thinks EFSEC should not 
be considering economic 
viability. 


My understanding is that EFSEC guidelines 
under the statute call for considera�on of 
whether a project produces “abundant 
power at reasonable cost.” 


12 4-10 He restates that the best 
resource is along the 
escarpment, which is 
therefore the “heart of the 
project.” 


I addressed this comment above.  I am not 
aware that Mr. Poulos has thoroughly 
considered wake losses from upstream 
turbines.  


13 9-13 The wind turbine array is 
op�mized. 


As I understand the process, it is not a 
specific array (fcarrays are as yet 
uniden�fied) but the size of the wind farm 
that is being contested. 


13-14 24-5 Again, the wind farm array 
is op�mized. 


Same comment as immediately above. 


14 8-11 Mr. Sharp should not have 
revealed the met tower 
loca�ons or data. 


Mr. Sharp informed me that he drove on 
public roads to iden�fy the general loca�ons 
of the current met towers, from which their 
exact posi�ons were subsequently 
determined from Google Earth aerial 
imagery.  


14 19-20 Horse Heaven meets the 
goal of genera�ng clean 
energy. 


Yes, but there are mul�ple goals and 
regula�ons to consider, not just simply that it 
is clean energy.  The project is subject to 
EFSEC’s obliga�on to balance energy 
produc�on with other goals, including 
societal and environmental impacts.  


14-15 21-7 Poulos provides various 
jus�fica�ons for Horse 
Heaven as economic. 


Normally wind farms have to be more than 
just “economic.”  Regulators look at a 
mul�tude of atributes, pro and con in their 
balancing analysis. 


15 8-16 Poulos notes that Mr. 
Sharp states very cold days 
are generally calm, based 
on Poulos’s examina�on of 
the wind data. 


This is just one of the reasons that the Horse 
Heaven wind data should be made available, 
as there is no way of independently 
confirming Poulos’s asser�on.  Mr. Rick Dunn 
from Benton County PUD has apparently 
stated that extreme cold days have low wind 
energy from Nine Canyon. 


17 1-15 Poulos cri�ques Mr. 
Sharp’s concerns about 
fires and other maters. 


I have been informed that there have been 
some significant fires on the northeast part 
of the long escarpment being proposed by 
Scout for wind turbines.  By analogy, the US 
Forest Service has long been wary of placing 
wind turbines along ridges, because those 
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ridges are key loca�ons for staging fire 
figh�ng opera�ons. 


 


  
 
 Signed this 23rd day of August, 2023. 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Richard L. Simon 







From: Spectrum
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Wind farms
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 1:21:37 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

mailto:scrsteinborn@charter.net
mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov


1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3. Wind turbines are being investigated for the harm they do to ecosystems around
them and what is used to build them and maintain them. More research needs to be
done before just “hopping on the band wagon” with this project.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, more competent and reliable
research needs to be conducted.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. 

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by Cindy Steinborn 
Sent from my iPad



From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Docket Number EF-210011
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 4:03:31 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: ntallar@everyactioncustom.com <ntallar@everyactioncustom.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 1:29 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Docket Number EF-210011

External Email

Dear Director Sonia Bumpus,

I am writing to ask that the Final EIS for Horse Heaven Hills Wind Project in Benton County take a stronger and
more specific look at how the project can be designed to avoid impacts to the environment.

I support Washington’s 100% clean energy target to combat the climate crisis. Audubon’s science suggests that we
may lose 389 species of N. American birds if warming climbs to 3 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.  We
are also in a biodiversity crisis. Conservation and clean energy must go hand in hand.

The Horse Heaven Hills Wind Project will be the largest renewable energy project in our state’s history. As
currently proposed, the project may cause unacceptable harm to state-listed Ferruginous Hawk and create barriers
for landscape connectivity for shrub-steppe wildlife across a 113-square mile area. But the project could be
considerably improved with more clarity on conservation measures and an alternative design.

The final EIS must include the following information and analysis to uphold our state’s commitment to, and
appreciation for, our wildlife and the connected landscapes they need. The final EIS must:

- Identify specific design features, mitigation measures and associated performance standards that will avoid adverse
impacts related to wildlife movement and habitat connectivity within the Project Lease Boundary and at the regional
level.
- Commit to how the proposed Project will avoid significant impacts to the Ferruginous Hawk population at the
regional level by avoiding turbines within two miles of all documented nests and mitigating for direct and indirect
loss of core and range habitat for all nests within six miles of the project.
- Include an alternative for analysis that features an explicit design for and commitment to turbine siting and other
project components that minimizes impacts to the state-listed species and wildlife connectivity.
- Use the best available science to evaluate the magnitude and scale of impacts to birds due to turbine operation.

The build-out of renewable energy in Washington can be achieved in a way that honors the legal and sovereign
rights of Treaty Tribes and balances the needs of both people and wildlife. We look to this Council and its staff to
provide the leadership needed to achieve this vision.

Sincerely,
Mr. Tallar Nathan Tallar
17204 Sylvester Rd SW  Normandy Park, WA 98166-3470 ntallar@hotmail.com

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: Andy Taylor
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: windmills in kennewick
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 1:00:35 PM

External Email

Windmills will ruin the landscape Benton County. Stupidity and ignorance rolled into one. Disregard
to propertngy rights, environmental impacts.
Disrespectful to those to the public.
Impact is much greater than the reward.
Disgusting
 
A Taylor
 
Sent from Mail fd down areor Windows
Nment

mailto:arkestimate@outlook.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D550986&data=05%7C01%7Ccomments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C48be33f353ef4e8c8f5908dba34a71d3%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638283312354065272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ChFe6x7qB8xS7jOnyNPTEHDOpLNZysyxmSQhPjdhrZA%3D&reserved=0


From: lori tenvold
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:46:41 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community!!!!!!!!!!!!!.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

mailto:ltenvold@gmail.com
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by __Lori and Pete Tenvold ________________________



From: Gaye Tesar
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind Turbine Project
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 8:10:04 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
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energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

 

Marjory Tesar
3610 S Johnson St
Kennewick WA



From: Daniel Thompson
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Proposed Wind Farm
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 7:50:03 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind turbine
project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.
Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and desires
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of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind turbine
project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther away
from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of
our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

Dan Thompson
Benton City, WA 99320

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From: Jpatthompson@outlook.com
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Project
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 3:38:27 PM

External Email

I write today in full support of the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Project. I live in Rice, Washington on the east
side of the State.

As I submit this testimony today, much of Eastern Washington is slowly recovering from wildfires that have
ravaged our state. Climate Change and the warming of our planet are clearly contributing to the number
and intensity of wildfires.

I support the Horse Heaven Project because it will deliver the new green energy our State needs. We cannot
wait around for the naysayers, the climate change deniers or the nimby’s to be comfortable with building
wind and solar projects.

As someone who has worked with State and local governments over my career, I trust EFSEC made up of all
the appropriate state agencies to evaluate this project fairly and based upon science and data. As one
Eastern Washington landowner and a hunter I am not offended by needed windmills that generate green
energy and lessen our dependence on fossil fuel. I am convinced that most residents in eastern and western
Washington support wind power and understand that wind is not only our best option, but also has less
visual and environmental impacts compared to other power sources.

I urge EFSEC to follow its governmental mandate and fairly assess impacts and mitigation, but get this
project built.
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From: Mark Trout
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: NO TO WIND TURBINES
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 4:21:11 PM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Mark Trout
329 N Kellogg St
Kennewick, WA 99336
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From: Patrice Tullai
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Date: Monday, August 21, 2023 12:45:09 AM

External Email

I am against this Horse Heaven Wind Farm.  research will prove this type of power is NOT
green and not sustainable.  It is destructive in its operation, excavations of materials and
maintenance.  Wind energy is highly fossil fuel dependent.

Please do not do this project.  It will destroy our beautiful state and our wildlife.
Patrice Tullai
alicedean@hotmail.com
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From: patrice tullai
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Circles of Death, Is Wind Turbine Energy Really Green? *
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 12:01:00 AM
Attachments: Circles of Death, Is Wind Turbine Energy Really Green .pdf

External Email

Please consider the true effects of this wind energy project.  I have done much research and
have attached my findings.
Thank you for your time.
Patrice Tullai
PatriceTullai@gmail.com
(808)769-8779
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        Circles of Death…Is Wind Turbine Energy Helping the Planet? 


Over the last 8 months, 60 whales have washed ashore, dead on the coast of North Eastern 
United States.  There have also been several dead whales floating at sea.  This is an 
unprecedented number and there are no signs of slowing down…



To date there are 27 offshore wind lease areas in the Atlantic Ocean.  Current plans call for 
2,249 million acres to be occupied by 2030 with 3411 wind turbines almost as tall as the Eiffel 
Tower and 9,874 miles of undersea cables.



The permits for the coastal area of California were recently sold by the Bureau of Ocean and 
Energy Management (BOEM).  Final sale notice can be seen at https:www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2022/10/21/2022-22871/pacific-wind-lease-sale-1-pacw-1-for-commercial-
leasing-for-wind-power-on-the-outer-continental.  



The preliminary cause of mortality and serious injuries of whales are rope entanglement and 
vessel strikes.  This is not the case here.  Lobster and fishermen are being blamed, yet there 
have been zero North Atlantic Right Whale deaths in 20 years that could be attributed to 
lobster gear.  This unprecedented whale death has been called an Unusual Mortality Event 
beginning in 2016.  That coincides with the first permits issued by NOAA for sea floor mapping.  
Some says we cannot put the blame on wind turbines  but here are some correlations so you 
can decide for yourself….



The survey vessel Fugro Enterprise departed New York on December 5, 2022 with a 
documented destination of the ASOW (Atlantic Shore Offshore Wind).  On December 10, 2022, 
the first whale washed ashore in Strathmere.  On December 12, 2022, the second whale 
washed ashore in Brigantine.  On December 23, 2022, the third whale washed ashore in 
Atlantic City.  The Fugro Enterprise departed New York on January 1, 2023 with a documented 
destination of the ASOW survey area.  On January 7, 2022, the fourth whale washed ashore in 
Brigantine.  Strathmere is less than 20 miles from Atlantic City.  The concentration of five (5) 
whales deaths in the ASOW survey area combined with the voyages of Fugro Enterprise 
indicate a nexus between offshore wind activities and the death of the whales.  Who is New 
Jersey Offshore Wind?



One might ask themselves, aren’t these whales endangered species, there are only about 

300 that remain, and the answer is yes.  The North Atlantic Right Whale is listed as an 
endangered species and is therefore protected.  But there is a little known activity called “take” 
and  “incidental take”, which actually allows for the death of a number of these whales.  



“Take” as defined under the Environmental Safety Act (ESA) means to harass, harm, pursue,

hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or attempt to engage in any such conduct.

“Incidental Take” is an unintentional, but not unexpected taking.  When a species is listed as 
endangered, “take” prohibitions are automatically extended to it under ESA Section 9.



The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Bureau of Ocean and

Energy Management (BOEM) have both, permitted and allowed “incidental take” and are aware 

of Potential Biological Removal.



“Potential Biological Removal” is a term that defines the number of a species that can be 
removed annually while allowing the species to reach or maintain its sustainable population.

The Potential Biological Removal for the Northern Right Whale is one (1).








A former chief of endangered species at NOAA warned of the devastation of permitting these 
wind farms, but he is no longer at NOAA.  I wonder why?



Wind turbine energy requires offshore mapping and offshore mapping causes whale deaths.

The range of frequencies whales use is 30 Hertz (Hz) to 8,000 Hz.  The HRG survey activities 
that have been proposed and pit in motion will include the following:



*Depth sounding (multibeam depth sounder) to determine water depths and general bottom 
topography (currently estimated to range from approximately 5 meters [m] to 40 m in depth);

*Magnetic intensity measurements (gradiometer) for detecting local variations in regional 
magnetic field from geological strata and potential ferrous objects on and below the bottom;

*Seafloor imaging (side scan sonar survey) for seabed sediment classification purposes, to 
identify natural and man-made acoustic targets resting on the bottom as well as any 
anomalous features;

*Shallow penetration sub-bottom profiler (pinger/chirp) to map the near surface stratigraphy 
(top zero to 5 m soils below seabed);

*Medium penetration sub-bottom profiler (chirps/parametric profilers/sparkers) to map deeper 
subsurface stratigraphy as needed (soils down to 75 m to 100 m below seabed); and

*Grab sampling to validate seabed classification from multibeam echosounder/side scan sonar 
data.



Noise pollution can cause harm to whales directly by damaging their hearing and cause 
internal bleeding and death.  Many marine life have what is called a swim bladder which is 
highly sensitive to acoustics.  This swim bladder adjusts the creatures level of buoyancy and 
determines whether it floats or sinks.  More commonly excessive or prolonged noise can cause 
behavioral changes that interfere with the health and survival of the animals.  The noise of the 
turbine is high and noise propagates over water.  The wind turbine noise can and will be heard 
onshore.



There is something magical and deep soul moving when someone sees a whale.  Primordial 
sounds are emitted from people as they watch the whales.  People stop in their tracks to get a 
glimpse of these majestic creatures.  People pay money to view them in the wild.  These giant

smooth, sentient beings are an incredibly important part of the marine and earth ecosystem.



Why is it critical to protect the whale?  Whales are biological pumps for ocean nutrients.  Huge 
whales plunge to 500 feet or deeper and feed on tiny krill. Then they return to the surface—and 
poop. This 'whale pump' provides many nutrients, in the form of feces, to support plankton 
growth. The whale waste fertilizes phytoplankton growth by bringing nutrients to the ocean 
surface which promotes growth of ocean phytoplankton, microscopic plants that consume CO2 
and create oxygen. This production of phytoplankton contributes at least 50% of all oxygen to 
the Earth's atmosphere and keeps the oceans alive and oxygenated.  In addition to whales  
binding significant amounts of CO2 themselves, the phytoplankton capture as much CO2 as 
four Amazon forests so are critical for maintaining stable oxygen and carbon cycles.


Here is a short list of the grammar of wind turbines…..

Scrape…dig…explode…cut…deforest…pollute…crime…poison…prostitution….child/human 
trafficking...fossil fuel burning…death…



There is much to think about here, and it is clear to anyone who cares to see the truth, that this 
industry is NOT green and is not clean.  Firstly, the Wind Turbine Energy is fossil fuel 
dependent.  Depending on the turbine size, each turbine requires oil to operate, and not a 







small amount.  The average turbine, is 300-400 feet, and some of the newer designs are over 
850 feet tall.  The average 5MW turbine contains several hundred gallons of oil and the base

of each turbine contains another 500 gallons.  These both must be changed regularly (about

every nine to sixteen months).  They are also known to spill and leak.



In a 5MW turbine, that is about fifty stories high, the tower alone weighs about 400 tons.  The 
nacelle 300 tons, and the rotor blades 54 tons.  The foundation can range from 500 tons to 

more than 8,000 tons depending on the depth of the water and the type of sediment or 
bedrock.  All these numbers are rising with the “Clean Energy” frenzy.



The blades of the Wind Turbine are constructed from Balsa Wood and I capitalize Balsa Wood 
because it deserves our respect.  Balsa Wood is harvested, or taken from the Amazon.  
Ecuador has already depleted its Balsa forest leaving behind, poisoned waters, dead fish, 
displaced Waorani peoples (indigenous), crime, prostitution, child trafficking, diaspora, and 
death.  Peru has already begun its extraction of Balsa Wood.  The Toucan lives in the Balsa 
Wood Tree and is slated for extinction.



This is just the first step in the journey for the Wind Turbine blade.  Deforestation is second only

to the burning of fossil fuels as a source of greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate 
change.  Researchers say halting and reversing land clearance in tropical forests could reduce

global carbon emissions by nearly 18 percent by 2030.



Wind turbines are not everlasting.  The average wind turbine, and not all are average, last

20 years, and at that point most parts are not recycled.  They are also classified as toxic waste.  
In 2017 Germany was left with 1.35 million tons of wind turbine blades.  Can you imagine how 
many tons of these blades there are now?  Germany has been in the forefront of “green 
energy”.   If “green energy” is clean and sustainable why is it now they have resorted back to 
coal after oil has been sanctioned?



Follow me further down this road to see how these circles of death are created and the misery, 
pain and heartbreak that ensue.



Steel and Concrete 



By mass the main ingredients used in wind turbines are steel and concrete.  The most critical is 
steel.  Each new MW of wind power requires 120-180 tons of steel.  Steel is also required for 
other phases in the generation of wind power, from the machines that extract the ore that will 
become the steel for the wind turbine, to the cranes that lift and install the turbines, to the 
trains and trucks that transport them.



Iron ore is the beginning of steel and is mined all over the world.  The largest mines are in Brazil 
in the Amazon Rain Forest.  Forests around Carajas are cut for charcoal to fuel pig iron plants 
resulting in an annual deforestation of 3,800 plus square miles.



Mining steel leaves behind a toxic sludge called “tailings”, which make poisoned waters, killing 
fish and food sources.  There have been instances where these tailing reservoirs have 
collapsed and sent their demise into hundreds of rivers.  



Tens of thousands of indigenous people have been displaced and in their place horrible air 
pollution, cancer, birth defects, lung disease, slave labor, sex trafficking, and violence.  The 
indigenous Gavião people suffer from the trains that transport the products of the mine.  These 
trains run thru the southern portion of their land making them unreachable.  These trains travel 
the tracks 35 times a day, 24 hours a day bringing noise and dust destroying the mature Brazil 
nut orchards trees that the Gavião people survive on.  The 600 plus mile train way has killed 







scores of peoples and animals cutting further into the Gavião peoples food supply.  The mine is 
currently building another identical rail line in parallel to increase its transport from 150 million 
to 239 million tons.



74 percent of wind turbines mass is in the foundation.  Hidden from view, below the ground or 
waters are massive concrete foundations that keep the wind turbine towers upright.

Concrete and rebar are used in these foundations.  How much rebar?  Excavate 10 feet deep 
100 feet wide, set 96,000 pounds of reinforcing steel rebar = 48 tons.  These figures multiply 
when installing off shore. These are vast amounts of material and energy required and have to 
be replaced all over again in 20 years (and just 15 if offshore).  For comparison an average 
house weights from 72 to 104 tons.  So a 2 MW turbine weights as much as 23 homes.  The 
offshore wind turbine Haliade-X is 12 MW.  This would weight as much as 138 homes.



Sand is a key ingredient in all concrete.  Sand is the second most used global resource behind 
water.  The world uses 500 billion metric tons of sand annually, enough to build an 88 foot tall 
88 foot wide wall around the world.  We are ripping up forests and farmlands just to get to 
more sand.  There are already ongoing reports of a mafia-style black-market for sand.



Birds and Bats



Wind turbines kill more bats than any other human industry activity.  Some studies show that 
888,000 bats are killed each year by collisions with wind turbines.



  Lasiurus cinereus, the Hoary Bat is one of 40 species of bats in the United States alone.  
There are 1,100 species worldwide.  Bats are insectivores.  They are vital to the health of our 
environment and our economy.  Bats play an essential role in pest control, pollinating plants 
and dispersing seeds. Recent studies estimate that bats eat enough pests to save more than 
$1 billion per year in crop damage and pesticide costs in the United States corn industry alone. 
Across all agricultural production, consumption of insect pests by bats results in a savings of 
more than $3 billion per year. While many bats eat insects, others feed on nectar and provide 
critical pollination for a variety of plants like peaches, cloves, bananas and agaves. In fact, bats 
are the sole pollinator for the agave plant, a key ingredient in tequila!  A third bat food source is 
fruit, leading to yet another important role in the ecosystem - seed dispersal. Fruit-eating bats 
can account for as much as 95% of the seed dispersal responsible for early growth in recently 
cleared rainforests.



Bats consume their body weight in insects every night helping keep bug populations in check.  
They can eat up to 1,200 mosquitoes an hour.  More than half of the bat species in the US are 
in severe decline or listed as endangered.  Bats have only one pup a year so at this rate of loss 
they, and we are deeply in trouble.  Bats are necessary but they are also magnificent.  The 
Mexican free-tailed bat can reach speeds up to 100 mph, making it by far the fastest mammal 
on earth.  Yes, the bat is a mammal.  They feed their young on a milk gland that lies in the arm 
pit.



Several North American Indian tribes include bats in their traditional folklore.  For the Navajo, 
the bat holds a special significance, the bat is an intermediary to the divine, bridging the 
supernatural distance between men and gods.



Between 140,000 and 328,000 birds are killed each year from collisions with wind turbines.  
Eagles are just one of these species.  ESU Energy, a subsidiary of NextEra Energy plead guilty 
to federal criminal charges of killing at least 150 eagles.  They agreed to spend up to 27 million 
on efforts to prevent more deaths.  USGS scientists revealed in a study that with current wind 
turbine expansions the golden eagle populations will be cut in half by 2040.  At the Altamont 







Wind Resource Area (APWRA) wind turbines present an ever present danger not only to eagles 
but also any migratory bird that passes thru an area where wind farms are constructed.  



The APWRA was established in 1982 and contains 5,400 wind turbines. The APWRA has the 
highest numbers and rates of raptor kills of any wind facility in the world.  Altamont Pass is a 
result of poor planning that allowed wind turbines to be built along a major raptor migration 
corridor in an area with high wintering concentrations of raptors and in the heart of the highest 
concentration of golden eagles in North America. Wind turbines at Altamont Pass kill an 
estimated 880 to 1,300 birds of prey each year, including up to 116 golden eagles, 300 red-
tailed hawks, 380 burrowing owls, and additional hundreds of other raptors including kestrels, 
falcons, vultures, and other owl species.   Some of these birds are rare and reproduce 
infrequently.



These numbers are definitively on the low end and are not accurate.  Wildlife expert Jim 
Wiegand has documented how areas under wind turbines are confined to a 200-foot radius, 
even though turbines catapult 80% of birds and bats much further.  These carcasses are only 
looked for and counted once every 30-90 days.  Between those searches scavengers carry 
away most of the dead birds and bats.  The count also excludes wounded animals that are 
found.



In conclusion, it may seem that I’ve only addressed environmental and humanitarian concerns, 
however we must realize wind turbine energy is a massive industry,  This new industrialization  
called “green energy” is a lie.



Wind turbine energy is completely fossil fuel dependent and for every 1 unit of energy 
produced by wind turbines only 1/ 10th of a unit of traditional energy sources are removed.  So 
as we construct more wind farms we are simply adding more industry and destruction.



We all ask, “What can we do?”, and there are things that can be done both personally and 
collectively.  Plant forests.



It is trees that move, control, and insure the water and cooling system of this planet.  Trees and 
plants have an organism on the underside of their leaves; a condensation nuclei.  Around these 
microorganisms water vapor condenses into liquid forming clouds and rain.  Trees and plants 
cool a huge amount of area and bringing moisture back into the atmosphere.  As the moisture 
drops it creates more low pressure drawing in more moisture from the coast.  This is a living 
breathing cycle called the “Biotic Pump”.  Where the trees and the eco-systems inland are 
creating the moisture cycle and this conveyor belt moves moisture from the oceans inland.  
Healthy landscapes can be created as well as water abundance.  Creating water retention 
landscapes is possible and far less damaging and expensive than industrial methods such as 
wind turbine energy.



Patrice Tullai

www.Instagram.com/alice0000dean
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From: patrice tullai
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Horse Heaven Wind Project
Date: Monday, August 21, 2023 12:48:27 AM
Attachments: Circles of Death, Is Wind Turbine Energy Really Green .pdf

External Email

Hello,
I have attached my statement to reject the construction of Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Thank you for reading
Patricia Tullai
PatriceTullai@gmail.com
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        Circles of Death…Is Wind Turbine Energy Helping the Planet? 


Over the last 8 months, 60 whales have washed ashore, dead on the coast of North Eastern 
United States.  There have also been several dead whales floating at sea.  This is an 
unprecedented number and there are no signs of slowing down…



To date there are 27 offshore wind lease areas in the Atlantic Ocean.  Current plans call for 
2,249 million acres to be occupied by 2030 with 3411 wind turbines almost as tall as the Eiffel 
Tower and 9,874 miles of undersea cables.



The permits for the coastal area of California were recently sold by the Bureau of Ocean and 
Energy Management (BOEM).  Final sale notice can be seen at https:www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2022/10/21/2022-22871/pacific-wind-lease-sale-1-pacw-1-for-commercial-
leasing-for-wind-power-on-the-outer-continental.  



The preliminary cause of mortality and serious injuries of whales are rope entanglement and 
vessel strikes.  This is not the case here.  Lobster and fishermen are being blamed, yet there 
have been zero North Atlantic Right Whale deaths in 20 years that could be attributed to 
lobster gear.  This unprecedented whale death has been called an Unusual Mortality Event 
beginning in 2016.  That coincides with the first permits issued by NOAA for sea floor mapping.  
Some says we cannot put the blame on wind turbines  but here are some correlations so you 
can decide for yourself….



The survey vessel Fugro Enterprise departed New York on December 5, 2022 with a 
documented destination of the ASOW (Atlantic Shore Offshore Wind).  On December 10, 2022, 
the first whale washed ashore in Strathmere.  On December 12, 2022, the second whale 
washed ashore in Brigantine.  On December 23, 2022, the third whale washed ashore in 
Atlantic City.  The Fugro Enterprise departed New York on January 1, 2023 with a documented 
destination of the ASOW survey area.  On January 7, 2022, the fourth whale washed ashore in 
Brigantine.  Strathmere is less than 20 miles from Atlantic City.  The concentration of five (5) 
whales deaths in the ASOW survey area combined with the voyages of Fugro Enterprise 
indicate a nexus between offshore wind activities and the death of the whales.  Who is New 
Jersey Offshore Wind?



One might ask themselves, aren’t these whales endangered species, there are only about 

300 that remain, and the answer is yes.  The North Atlantic Right Whale is listed as an 
endangered species and is therefore protected.  But there is a little known activity called “take” 
and  “incidental take”, which actually allows for the death of a number of these whales.  



“Take” as defined under the Environmental Safety Act (ESA) means to harass, harm, pursue,

hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or attempt to engage in any such conduct.

“Incidental Take” is an unintentional, but not unexpected taking.  When a species is listed as 
endangered, “take” prohibitions are automatically extended to it under ESA Section 9.



The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Bureau of Ocean and

Energy Management (BOEM) have both, permitted and allowed “incidental take” and are aware 

of Potential Biological Removal.



“Potential Biological Removal” is a term that defines the number of a species that can be 
removed annually while allowing the species to reach or maintain its sustainable population.

The Potential Biological Removal for the Northern Right Whale is one (1).








A former chief of endangered species at NOAA warned of the devastation of permitting these 
wind farms, but he is no longer at NOAA.  I wonder why?



Wind turbine energy requires offshore mapping and offshore mapping causes whale deaths.

The range of frequencies whales use is 30 Hertz (Hz) to 8,000 Hz.  The HRG survey activities 
that have been proposed and pit in motion will include the following:



*Depth sounding (multibeam depth sounder) to determine water depths and general bottom 
topography (currently estimated to range from approximately 5 meters [m] to 40 m in depth);

*Magnetic intensity measurements (gradiometer) for detecting local variations in regional 
magnetic field from geological strata and potential ferrous objects on and below the bottom;

*Seafloor imaging (side scan sonar survey) for seabed sediment classification purposes, to 
identify natural and man-made acoustic targets resting on the bottom as well as any 
anomalous features;

*Shallow penetration sub-bottom profiler (pinger/chirp) to map the near surface stratigraphy 
(top zero to 5 m soils below seabed);

*Medium penetration sub-bottom profiler (chirps/parametric profilers/sparkers) to map deeper 
subsurface stratigraphy as needed (soils down to 75 m to 100 m below seabed); and

*Grab sampling to validate seabed classification from multibeam echosounder/side scan sonar 
data.



Noise pollution can cause harm to whales directly by damaging their hearing and cause 
internal bleeding and death.  Many marine life have what is called a swim bladder which is 
highly sensitive to acoustics.  This swim bladder adjusts the creatures level of buoyancy and 
determines whether it floats or sinks.  More commonly excessive or prolonged noise can cause 
behavioral changes that interfere with the health and survival of the animals.  The noise of the 
turbine is high and noise propagates over water.  The wind turbine noise can and will be heard 
onshore.



There is something magical and deep soul moving when someone sees a whale.  Primordial 
sounds are emitted from people as they watch the whales.  People stop in their tracks to get a 
glimpse of these majestic creatures.  People pay money to view them in the wild.  These giant

smooth, sentient beings are an incredibly important part of the marine and earth ecosystem.



Why is it critical to protect the whale?  Whales are biological pumps for ocean nutrients.  Huge 
whales plunge to 500 feet or deeper and feed on tiny krill. Then they return to the surface—and 
poop. This 'whale pump' provides many nutrients, in the form of feces, to support plankton 
growth. The whale waste fertilizes phytoplankton growth by bringing nutrients to the ocean 
surface which promotes growth of ocean phytoplankton, microscopic plants that consume CO2 
and create oxygen. This production of phytoplankton contributes at least 50% of all oxygen to 
the Earth's atmosphere and keeps the oceans alive and oxygenated.  In addition to whales  
binding significant amounts of CO2 themselves, the phytoplankton capture as much CO2 as 
four Amazon forests so are critical for maintaining stable oxygen and carbon cycles.


Here is a short list of the grammar of wind turbines…..

Scrape…dig…explode…cut…deforest…pollute…crime…poison…prostitution….child/human 
trafficking...fossil fuel burning…death…



There is much to think about here, and it is clear to anyone who cares to see the truth, that this 
industry is NOT green and is not clean.  Firstly, the Wind Turbine Energy is fossil fuel 
dependent.  Depending on the turbine size, each turbine requires oil to operate, and not a 







small amount.  The average turbine, is 300-400 feet, and some of the newer designs are over 
850 feet tall.  The average 5MW turbine contains several hundred gallons of oil and the base

of each turbine contains another 500 gallons.  These both must be changed regularly (about

every nine to sixteen months).  They are also known to spill and leak.



In a 5MW turbine, that is about fifty stories high, the tower alone weighs about 400 tons.  The 
nacelle 300 tons, and the rotor blades 54 tons.  The foundation can range from 500 tons to 

more than 8,000 tons depending on the depth of the water and the type of sediment or 
bedrock.  All these numbers are rising with the “Clean Energy” frenzy.



The blades of the Wind Turbine are constructed from Balsa Wood and I capitalize Balsa Wood 
because it deserves our respect.  Balsa Wood is harvested, or taken from the Amazon.  
Ecuador has already depleted its Balsa forest leaving behind, poisoned waters, dead fish, 
displaced Waorani peoples (indigenous), crime, prostitution, child trafficking, diaspora, and 
death.  Peru has already begun its extraction of Balsa Wood.  The Toucan lives in the Balsa 
Wood Tree and is slated for extinction.



This is just the first step in the journey for the Wind Turbine blade.  Deforestation is second only

to the burning of fossil fuels as a source of greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate 
change.  Researchers say halting and reversing land clearance in tropical forests could reduce

global carbon emissions by nearly 18 percent by 2030.



Wind turbines are not everlasting.  The average wind turbine, and not all are average, last

20 years, and at that point most parts are not recycled.  They are also classified as toxic waste.  
In 2017 Germany was left with 1.35 million tons of wind turbine blades.  Can you imagine how 
many tons of these blades there are now?  Germany has been in the forefront of “green 
energy”.   If “green energy” is clean and sustainable why is it now they have resorted back to 
coal after oil has been sanctioned?



Follow me further down this road to see how these circles of death are created and the misery, 
pain and heartbreak that ensue.



Steel and Concrete 



By mass the main ingredients used in wind turbines are steel and concrete.  The most critical is 
steel.  Each new MW of wind power requires 120-180 tons of steel.  Steel is also required for 
other phases in the generation of wind power, from the machines that extract the ore that will 
become the steel for the wind turbine, to the cranes that lift and install the turbines, to the 
trains and trucks that transport them.



Iron ore is the beginning of steel and is mined all over the world.  The largest mines are in Brazil 
in the Amazon Rain Forest.  Forests around Carajas are cut for charcoal to fuel pig iron plants 
resulting in an annual deforestation of 3,800 plus square miles.



Mining steel leaves behind a toxic sludge called “tailings”, which make poisoned waters, killing 
fish and food sources.  There have been instances where these tailing reservoirs have 
collapsed and sent their demise into hundreds of rivers.  



Tens of thousands of indigenous people have been displaced and in their place horrible air 
pollution, cancer, birth defects, lung disease, slave labor, sex trafficking, and violence.  The 
indigenous Gavião people suffer from the trains that transport the products of the mine.  These 
trains run thru the southern portion of their land making them unreachable.  These trains travel 
the tracks 35 times a day, 24 hours a day bringing noise and dust destroying the mature Brazil 
nut orchards trees that the Gavião people survive on.  The 600 plus mile train way has killed 







scores of peoples and animals cutting further into the Gavião peoples food supply.  The mine is 
currently building another identical rail line in parallel to increase its transport from 150 million 
to 239 million tons.



74 percent of wind turbines mass is in the foundation.  Hidden from view, below the ground or 
waters are massive concrete foundations that keep the wind turbine towers upright.

Concrete and rebar are used in these foundations.  How much rebar?  Excavate 10 feet deep 
100 feet wide, set 96,000 pounds of reinforcing steel rebar = 48 tons.  These figures multiply 
when installing off shore. These are vast amounts of material and energy required and have to 
be replaced all over again in 20 years (and just 15 if offshore).  For comparison an average 
house weights from 72 to 104 tons.  So a 2 MW turbine weights as much as 23 homes.  The 
offshore wind turbine Haliade-X is 12 MW.  This would weight as much as 138 homes.



Sand is a key ingredient in all concrete.  Sand is the second most used global resource behind 
water.  The world uses 500 billion metric tons of sand annually, enough to build an 88 foot tall 
88 foot wide wall around the world.  We are ripping up forests and farmlands just to get to 
more sand.  There are already ongoing reports of a mafia-style black-market for sand.



Birds and Bats



Wind turbines kill more bats than any other human industry activity.  Some studies show that 
888,000 bats are killed each year by collisions with wind turbines.



  Lasiurus cinereus, the Hoary Bat is one of 40 species of bats in the United States alone.  
There are 1,100 species worldwide.  Bats are insectivores.  They are vital to the health of our 
environment and our economy.  Bats play an essential role in pest control, pollinating plants 
and dispersing seeds. Recent studies estimate that bats eat enough pests to save more than 
$1 billion per year in crop damage and pesticide costs in the United States corn industry alone. 
Across all agricultural production, consumption of insect pests by bats results in a savings of 
more than $3 billion per year. While many bats eat insects, others feed on nectar and provide 
critical pollination for a variety of plants like peaches, cloves, bananas and agaves. In fact, bats 
are the sole pollinator for the agave plant, a key ingredient in tequila!  A third bat food source is 
fruit, leading to yet another important role in the ecosystem - seed dispersal. Fruit-eating bats 
can account for as much as 95% of the seed dispersal responsible for early growth in recently 
cleared rainforests.



Bats consume their body weight in insects every night helping keep bug populations in check.  
They can eat up to 1,200 mosquitoes an hour.  More than half of the bat species in the US are 
in severe decline or listed as endangered.  Bats have only one pup a year so at this rate of loss 
they, and we are deeply in trouble.  Bats are necessary but they are also magnificent.  The 
Mexican free-tailed bat can reach speeds up to 100 mph, making it by far the fastest mammal 
on earth.  Yes, the bat is a mammal.  They feed their young on a milk gland that lies in the arm 
pit.



Several North American Indian tribes include bats in their traditional folklore.  For the Navajo, 
the bat holds a special significance, the bat is an intermediary to the divine, bridging the 
supernatural distance between men and gods.



Between 140,000 and 328,000 birds are killed each year from collisions with wind turbines.  
Eagles are just one of these species.  ESU Energy, a subsidiary of NextEra Energy plead guilty 
to federal criminal charges of killing at least 150 eagles.  They agreed to spend up to 27 million 
on efforts to prevent more deaths.  USGS scientists revealed in a study that with current wind 
turbine expansions the golden eagle populations will be cut in half by 2040.  At the Altamont 







Wind Resource Area (APWRA) wind turbines present an ever present danger not only to eagles 
but also any migratory bird that passes thru an area where wind farms are constructed.  



The APWRA was established in 1982 and contains 5,400 wind turbines. The APWRA has the 
highest numbers and rates of raptor kills of any wind facility in the world.  Altamont Pass is a 
result of poor planning that allowed wind turbines to be built along a major raptor migration 
corridor in an area with high wintering concentrations of raptors and in the heart of the highest 
concentration of golden eagles in North America. Wind turbines at Altamont Pass kill an 
estimated 880 to 1,300 birds of prey each year, including up to 116 golden eagles, 300 red-
tailed hawks, 380 burrowing owls, and additional hundreds of other raptors including kestrels, 
falcons, vultures, and other owl species.   Some of these birds are rare and reproduce 
infrequently.



These numbers are definitively on the low end and are not accurate.  Wildlife expert Jim 
Wiegand has documented how areas under wind turbines are confined to a 200-foot radius, 
even though turbines catapult 80% of birds and bats much further.  These carcasses are only 
looked for and counted once every 30-90 days.  Between those searches scavengers carry 
away most of the dead birds and bats.  The count also excludes wounded animals that are 
found.



In conclusion, it may seem that I’ve only addressed environmental and humanitarian concerns, 
however we must realize wind turbine energy is a massive industry,  This new industrialization  
called “green energy” is a lie.



Wind turbine energy is completely fossil fuel dependent and for every 1 unit of energy 
produced by wind turbines only 1/ 10th of a unit of traditional energy sources are removed.  So 
as we construct more wind farms we are simply adding more industry and destruction.



We all ask, “What can we do?”, and there are things that can be done both personally and 
collectively.  Plant forests.



It is trees that move, control, and insure the water and cooling system of this planet.  Trees and 
plants have an organism on the underside of their leaves; a condensation nuclei.  Around these 
microorganisms water vapor condenses into liquid forming clouds and rain.  Trees and plants 
cool a huge amount of area and bringing moisture back into the atmosphere.  As the moisture 
drops it creates more low pressure drawing in more moisture from the coast.  This is a living 
breathing cycle called the “Biotic Pump”.  Where the trees and the eco-systems inland are 
creating the moisture cycle and this conveyor belt moves moisture from the oceans inland.  
Healthy landscapes can be created as well as water abundance.  Creating water retention 
landscapes is possible and far less damaging and expensive than industrial methods such as 
wind turbine energy.



Patrice Tullai

www.Instagram.com/alice0000dean
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From: mtyler@centurylink.net
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2023 7:01:15 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Pasco, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents.  It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the
entire United States.  The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will
destroy our cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local
wildlife population.  Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to
birds and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat
caused by construction activities.  The construction and operation of these
turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an
area already struggling with environmental challenges.  Our unique ecosystem
cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit
aerial firefighting capabilities.  Their towering height could impede firefighting
aircraft from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area
during dry seasons.  This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on
swift response times during emergencies.   Having unobstructed access for
firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily
on tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer.  It is
unjustifiable for us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity
reaps substantial benefits at our expense.  Furthermore, the actual contribution
to our power grid is minimal, upkeep to these turbines is not the responsibility of
the out-of-state developer, and burial of old turbines is not-only cost-prohibitive

mailto:mtyler@centurylink.net
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


but also destructive to our environment.  These turbines do not reduce our
dependence on oil; they require large quantities of oil to operate.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations
such as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects
on local wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided
by the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind
turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the
needs and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of
allowing this massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose
exploring alternative locations that are farther away from residential areas and
wildlife habitats.  By doing so, a balance between clean energy generation and
preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project.  I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not
come at the expense of our community's well-being, natural beauty, and
wildlife.

Respectfully,
Michelle Tyler



From: Chuck Tyrrell
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind Farm
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 11:48:43 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to
hundreds of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the
entire United States. The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy
our cherished views and forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local
wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to
birds and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat
caused by construction activities. The construction and operation of these
turbines will disrupt natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an
area already struggling with environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem
cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit
aerial firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting
aircraft from effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area
during dry seasons. This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift
response times during emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for
firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily
on tax subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is
unjustifiable for us as taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity
reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:

mailto:chucktyrrell@startmail.com
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations
such as Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects
on local wildlife populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided
by the Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind
turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the
needs and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of
allowing this massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose
exploring alternative locations that are farther away from residential areas and
wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy generation and
preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not
come at the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by                       Charles J Tyrrell

Sent from my iPhone



From: Joe A VALDEZ
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Wind turbines!
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 1:23:59 PM

External Email

I refuse to let anyone put those UNGODLY looking things in my area! Enough of those worthless things aren't
proving to be a good source of power! Nuclear power is the future and its a clean energy source!
STOP THIS PROJECT! I see enough of these ugly thing around here now! Absolutely ridiculous!

Sent from my iPhone
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From: John Van Mason
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Wind farm
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 10:36:58 AM

External Email

Dear EFSEC,

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the
proposed wind turbine project that threatens to devastate our community. 

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds
of residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States.
The sheer size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and
forever change the landscape we hold dear.

Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to our local wildlife
population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds and bats
due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt
natural habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with
environmental challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable
damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons.
This jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during
emergencies.  Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting
lives and properties.  

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as
taxpayers to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our
expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, let me present some relevant facts:
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1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.
2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights
concerns regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.
3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the
Federal government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs
and desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this
massive wind turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative
locations that are farther away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing
so, a balance between clean energy generation and preserving our cherished
environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that
renewable energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at
the expense of our community's well-being and natural beauty.

Comment for the HH Wind Public Comment Hearing 8.23.23

Submitted by ________John Van Mason__________________

Sent from my iPad



From: David Whooley
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Horse Heaven Hills Windmill Project Comments
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 7:32:13 AM

External Email

As a concerned resident of Tri-Cities, Washington, I am deeply troubled by the proposed wind
turbine project that threatens to devastate our community.

This proposed wind turbine project is not only too large but also too close to hundreds of
residents. It is unprecedented for Washington State, if not the entire United States. The sheer
size and proximity of these turbines will destroy our cherished views and forever change the
landscape we hold dear. Furthermore, this ill-conceived project poses a significant threat to
our local wildlife population. Studies have shown that wind turbines can cause harm to birds
and bats due to collisions with spinning blades or changes in their habitat caused by
construction activities. The construction and operation of these turbines will disrupt natural
habitats, leading to a decline in biodiversity in an area already struggling with environmental
challenges. Our unique ecosystem cannot afford such irreparable damage.

Additionally, the quantity and height of the wind turbines could severely limit aerial
firefighting capabilities. Their towering height could impede firefighting aircraft from
effectively combating wildfires that frequently plague our area during dry seasons. This
jeopardizes both property and lives as we rely on swift response times during emergencies. 
Having unobstructed access for firefighting aircraft is vital for protecting lives and properties. 

What adds insult to injury is that this project's financial feasibility hinges heavily on tax
subsidies and credits granted to an out-of-state developer. It is unjustifiable for us as taxpayers
to bear the burden while an external entity reaps substantial benefits at our expense.

To ensure transparency and credibility, here are some relevant facts:

1.  According to studies conducted by renowned environmental organizations such as
Greenpeace and Sierra Club, wind turbines can have adverse effects on local wildlife
populations due to habitat fragmentation.

2.  A report published by The National Renewable Energy Laboratory highlights concerns
regarding fire safety near wind turbine installations.

3.  News outlets have reported extensively on the financial incentives provided by the Federal
government for renewable energy projects, including wind turbines.

EFSEC has the moral, ethical, and perhaps legal responsibility to balance the needs and
desires of the Tri-Cities with those of the applicant.  Instead of allowing this massive wind
turbine project to proceed as planned, I propose exploring alternative locations that are farther
away from residential areas and wildlife habitats. By doing so, a balance between clean energy
generation and preserving our cherished environment can be achieved.

I urge you to reconsider this ill-conceived wind turbine project. I believe that renewable
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energy is important for a sustainable future; however, it should not come at the expense of our
community's well-being and natural beauty.

Submitted by

Patrick Whooley
Pasco, WA
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