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FACT SHEET 
 
Project Title Desert Claim Wind Power Project 
  
Project Sponsor Desert Claim  Wind Power LLC 
  
Proposed Action The Proposed Action is development of a 190-megawatt (MW) wind 

energy facility on a 5,200-acre site in Kittitas County, Washington.  
The proposal includes 95 2.0 MW turbines, each a maximum of 410 
feet in height (measured from the ground to the tip of the rotor blade 
when pointing up).  The towers would be anchored to steel and 
concrete foundations.  The power collection system would be 
primarily underground and located within road alignments. One 
electrical substation would be constructed adjacent to the 
interconnection point with the regional transmission system (lines 
operated by Bonneville Power Administration [BPA] or Puget Sound 
Energy [PSE]).  Other project elements include: approximately 27 
miles of roads, providing access to all turbines for maintenance; a 
5,000 square foot operation and maintenance (O&M) facility; four 
meteorological towers; and visitor facilities (to be determined). 
Construction would be completed over an approximate 10 month 
period 

  
Project Location The Project Area is located approximately 8 miles north of the City of 

Ellensburg and consists of contiguous property owned by the 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (1,529 acres), 
four private landowners (2,551 acres), and an affiliate of the applicant 
(1,120 acres).  It consists of sections and portions of sections in 
Township 19N, Range 18E, Sections 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 
29 and 30 along with the NW corner of Township 19N, Range 17E, 
Section 25.  

Date of 
Implementation 

Construction would begin as soon as all required approvals and 
permits are obtained. 

  
Lead Agency, 
Responsible Official 
& Contact 

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) 
Allen Fiksdal, EFSEC Manager 
905 Plum Street SE 
P.O. Box 43172 
Olympia, WA 98504-3172 
(360) 956-2152 

  
Required Permits, 
Approvals & 
Licenses 

EFSEC’s Site Certification Agreement for the project will identify all 
required state approvals. No federal permits have been identified at 
this time. 

EIS Authors & 
Principal 
Contributors 

The Draft SEIS was prepared by Weinman Consulting, LLC and Tetra 
Tech EC. It summarizes and incorporates technical information that 
was prepared by the following firms:  Ecology & Environment 
(Wetlands & Streams); Jones & Jones (Aesthetics); Western 
Environmental Systems Inc. [WEST] (Wildlife and Vegetation); and 
Northwest Archaeological Associates (Cultural Resources). 
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Environmental 
Document Being 
Supplemented 

Desert Claim Final EIS (Kittitas County 2004) 

  
Type/Timing of 
Subsequent 
Environmental 
Review  

A Final SEIS will be prepared following closure of the public comment 
period. 

  
Location of 
Background 
Information 

The Desert Claim Application for Site Certification (ASC), this Draft 
SEIS and other background information concerning the project and 
EFSEC’s procedures, may be found on EFSEC’s website: 
www.efsec.wa.gov.  Copies of the application and this Draft SEIS are 
also available for public review at the following locations: 
 
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 
905 Plum Street SE 
Olympia, WA 98504 
(360) 956-2121 
 
Washington State Library, Joel Pritchard Branch 
Point Plaza East 
6880 Capitol Blvd. 
Olympia, WA 98504 
(360) 704-5200 
 
Ellensburg Public Library 
209 North Ruby Street 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
(509) 962-7250 

  
Date of Draft SEIS 
Issuance 

April 2, 2009 

  
Date and Time of 
Public Meeting on 
the Draft SEIS  

April 23, 2009, 7 pm at Hal Holmes Center, 209 N. Ruby Street, 
Ellensburg, WA 

  
Public Comment 
Period  

Ends May 4, 2009, 5 pm 

  
Availability of Draft 
SEIS 

CD and printed copies of the SEIS are available from EFSEC at the 
address listed previously, or may be viewed on EFSEC’s website:  
www.efsec.wa.gov  
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