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Chapter 4
COMMENTS ON DRAFT EIS AND RESPONSES

4.1 Introduction

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Wild Horse Wind Power Project (WHWPP)
was issued on August 4, 2004. The comment period for the DEIS ended on September 10, 2004. A
public comment meeting was held on August 24, 2004, in Ellensburg, Washington.

During the comment period, Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) received
comments from agencies, citizens, and interest groups. Comments were submitted in letters, orally at the
public comment meeting, and via email (together these are called “comment submissions” in this Final
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). A list of those who commented on the DEIS is provided in
Table 4-1.

4.2 Organization of this Section

This section contains the comment submissions and corresponding responses to the comments. Each
comment submission — whether a letter, meeting transcript, or email — has been assigned a number (see
list of comment submissions in Table 2-1). Within each comment submission, comments on specific
issues have been designated using a line and a number in the margin. In most cases, a single comment
submission contains numerous comments addressing a variety of topics. For example, Comment
Submission 1 (Harold Hochstetter) contains three comments numbered 1-1 through 1-3. Comments
submitted orally at the public hearing, and recorded in the public transcript (Comment Submission 33) are
marked with the alpha designation C, the sequence number of the oral submittal, and the comment
number of that oral submission (e.g. first public comment is denoted as C1-1).

As described in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 197-11-560, possible options for responding to
comments on a DEIS include modifying the alternatives or developing new alternatives, improving or
modifying the analysis, making factual corrections, or explaining why the comments do not warrant
further agency response. In this regard, for each numbered comment we have provided additional
information or elaboration on a topic previously discussed in the DEIS; noted how the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) text has been revised to incorporate new information or factual corrections;
referred the reader, when appropriate, to another comment response; explained why the comment does not
warrant further response; or simply thanked the commenter when the commenter was stating an opinion.
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Table 4-1. List of Draft EIS Commenters and Assigned Comment Submission Numbers
Assigned Comment

Commenter Submission Number

Harold Hochstetter 1
Keith and Karen Johnson 2
Green Dot Map Submittal — Illustration (see also Comment 33.C3) 3
Lynne Mahre 4
James Whitmire 5
David Forster 6
Erin Duleba 7
Lee Bates 8
Gwen Clear; Department of Ecology 9
Helen Wise 10
Paul Bennett; Kittitas County Dept. Public Works 11
Keith Johnson, Janet Nelson; Kittitas Audubon Society 12
Clay White; Kittitas County Community Development Services 13
John Lane; Office of Attorney General of WA 14
Janet Nelson 15
W.R. Essman 16
James Huckabay, VP of Kittitas County Field and Stream Club; Steering 17
Committee of the Kittitas County Big Game Management Roundtable

David A. Bricklin; Bricklin Newman Dold, LLP 18
Chris Taylor; Zilkha Renewable Energy 19
Sonia Ling, Troy Gagliano; Renewable Northwest Project 20
Ted A. Clausing; WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (Brent Renfrow) 21
Kenneth R. Bevis 22
Phelps Freeborn; WA Native Plant Society (President/Central) 23
Paul Lasha 24
Brigid Dean; WA State Parks and Recreation Commission 25
Sandy Swope Moody; WA Dept. of Natural Resources 26
Hal Lindstrom 27
Erin Duleba (Dated September 9, 2004) 28
David Crane 29
Debbie Strand; Economic Development Group of Kittitas County 30
Camille Pleasants; The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 31
Merle and Sharon Clemmo 32
Public Meeting Transcript (Various commenters) 33
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4.3 References Cited in the Responses to Comments

The Settlement Agreements reached between the Applicant and various agencies and organizations that
were granted intervenor status before EFSEC were used as sources of updated information, especially in
regard to mitigation. The Settlement Agreements are listed in Chapter 5, References, and are available
for review from EFSEC.

Other references used in preparing this Final EIS are cited in the responses to comments and listed in
Chapter 5.

4.4 Index to Draft EIS Comments by Topic

Table 4-2 provides a cross reference index showing which comments on the DEIS (and which
corresponding responses in this FEIS) address various topics of interest. The numbers in the right-hand
column correspond to the individually numbered comments shown in the margin of each comment
submission (letter, email, or hearing transcript).

Table 4-2. Index to Draft EIS Comments by Topic

Topic

Comments on Draft EIS that Address this Topic

Proposed Action and Alternatives

Site selection / Relocation

Purpose and Need
Decommissioning

Offsite Alternatives

No Action Alternative
Earth
Air Quality
Woater Resources

Shrub-steppe Habitat — Expanse /
Restoration / Habitat Rehabilitation /
Adaptive Management

Wetlands

Lithosols

Special-status plants

Weeds

Wwildlife
Avian species: Status/presence
Bird / bat collisions (Mortality)

12-20, 12-21, 13-12, 13-15, 13-49, 13-50, 13-51,
13-52,19-5

15-5,18-1, 18-17, 18-18, 20-6, 24-4, 24-6, 27-2,
28-7, 28-10, 28-11, C3-9, C13-4, C13-5, C15-1

31-3
8-21, 12-22, 13-16, C7-1

13-17, 13-45, 13-46, 13-67, 19-51, 19-52, 19-66,
19-72, 19-73, 28-2, 28-8, 28-9

8-1, 12-33, 13-5, 15-8

13-31, 13-53

13-32, 13-54, 19-1, 19-54

9-1, 13-33, 13-34, 13-54, 18-2, 19-29

7-1,7-9, 12-23, 12-25, 13-6, 13-35, 14-1, 19-30,
20-3, 21-3, 21-6, 21-7, 21-8, 21-9, 22-1, 24-1, 24-2,
26-1, 26-2, 26-3, C16-1

9-2,13-6

12-6, 12-21, 12-24, 14-2, C14-2

14-3, 23-1, 23-5, C14-3

19-31, 23-2, 23-3, 23-4

7-8, 8-17, 13-36, 14-11, 18-5, 18-13, 19-5, C3-1
12-5, 12-7, 12-8, 12-9, 15-6, 19-3, 21-5, 21-21

8-2, 8-5, 12-20, 12-32, 13-12, 14-4, 14-5, 14-6, 14-
8, 14-13, 18-12, 19-2, 19-55, 21-12, 21-20, 21-27,
Cl1-1
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Topic

Comments on Draft EIS that Address this Topic

Birds / bat habitat —
migratory/corridors - nesting

Sage grouse

Big game - Elk and mule

Habitat loss and fragmentation
Studies

Mitigation, Monitoring and
Adaptive Management

Cumulative Impacts
WDFW Wind Power Guidelines
Fisheries

Energy and Natural Resources

Renewable Energy

Noise

Land Use

Visual Resources/Light and Glare

FAA Lighting System
Population, Housing, and Economics

Property Values

Tax revenue

Public Services and Utilities

Recreation / Hunting

Cultural Resources

Traffic and Transportation

Public Access

2-1,2-2, 2-3,12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 12-4, 14-7, 14-9, 14-
12, 15-3, C12-1, C12-2, C16-2

14-10, 18-11, 19-4, 19-32, 21-1, 21-4, 21-13, 21-
14, 21-15, 21-16, 21-17, 21-18, 21-19, 24-3, 28-4

7-4,7-5,7-6, 7-7, 8-16, 18-2, 18-3, 18-4, 18-15, 21-
11, 28-3, 28-5, 28-6, C3-3, C3-4, C3-5, C3-6, C3-7,
C3-8

7-3,7-9,15-2, 15-7, 22-1, 24-4, 26-2, 27-1, C12-4

8-4,12-10, 12-11, 12-12, 12-13, 12-14, 13-10, 15-
4,29-1, C3-2,C11-3

8-3, 12-17, 13-7, 14-14, 17-2, 18-14, 18-15, 18-16,
20-3, 20-4, 20-5, 21-2, 21-6, 21-9, 21-12, 26-3, C8-
2,C8-2,C8-3, C11-2

2-4, 2-6, 12-15, 12-29, 15-6, 24-5, C12-2
12-26, 12-27, 15-1, 20-3, 27-2, C16-3
13-37

8-18, 12-30, 13-22, 13-38, 15-9, 19-33, 19-56, 20-
2, C11-7

4-1, 4-2,10-1, 12-31, 20-1, 20-7, 25-8, C7-2, C11-6

8-20, 13-8, 13-19, 13-48, 13-55, 19-6, 19-7, 19-8,
19-34, 19-36, 19-37, 19-68, 19-69, 19-70

13-4, 13-18, 13-23, 13-24, 13-25, 21-10, 22-4, 26-1

6-1, 6-2, 8-7, 8-8, 13-27, 13-39, 13-56, 13-57, 13-
58, 13-59, 13-60, 13-61, 18-9, 18-10, 19-19, 19-20,
19-21, 19-38, 19-40, 19-61, 19-62, 19-63, 19-64,
19-65, 19-71, 21-28, 25-1, 25-2, 25-3, 25-4, 25-5,
C4-2, C11-5, C11-6, C13-2, C13-3, C14-1

8-19, 12-19, 13-14, 13-26

13-40

8-24

8-14, 30-1, 30-2, 30-3, 30-5, C5-1

13-9, 13-41, 13-62, 19-9, 19-10, 19-11, 19-41, 19-
42,19-43

7-2,7-9, 16-2, 18-6, 18-9, 18-10, 21-11, 21-22, 21-
23, 21-24, 21-25, 21-26, 21-28, 22-3, C4-3, C9-2,
C17-3,C17-4, C15-3

8-15, 13-42, 13-63, 19-44, 19-57, 31-1, 31-2, 31-3

11-1,11-2, 11-3, 11-6, 13-43, 19-12, 19-13, 19-15,
19-22, 19-35, 19-45, 19-46, 19-48, 19-49

1-1,1-2, 1-3, 3-1, 5-1, 11-5, 12-16, 16-1, 17-1, 18-
7,21-22, 21-24, 21-25, 22-2, 27-4, 32-1, 32-2, C1-
1, C1-2, C2-1, C9-1, C13-1, C17-1
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Topic Comments on Draft EIS that Address this Topic
Auviation 8-22, 11-4, 13-28, 13-29, 13-64, 19-14, 19-50
Tourism 11-7, 18-8, 19-47, 30-4

Health and Safety 13-44, 13-66, 19-16, 19-17, 19-18, 19-53, 19-58,

19-59, C1-3, C11-5
Shadow Flicker 8-9, 8-10
Fire (See also Public Services 8-6, 13-65, 32-3, C1-3, C11-4
and Utilities)
Blade/lce Throw 8-11, 8-12, 8-13
Setbacks / Mitigation 8-23
Cumulative Impacts 2-3, 2-6, 8-19, 12-30, 13-47, 15-6, 25-5, 26-1
SEPA process / adequacy 2-5,12-18, 12-28, 28-1, 29-2, C4-1, C8-1, C10-1,
C12-3, C15-2, 13-2, 13-11, 13-21, 13-30
Jurisdiction and permitting 9-1, 13-1, 13-13, 13-20, 24-6

45 Comment Submissions and Responses to Comments

The rest of this chapter presents the comment submissions on the DEIS and responses to the comments.
Each comment submission appears first, followed by corresponding responses.
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