
RCW 17.10.007 
Purpose -- Construction -- 1975 1st ex.s. c 13.  

The purpose of this chapter is to limit economic loss and adverse effects to Washington's 
agricultural, natural, and human resources due to the presence and spread of noxious 
weeds on all terrestrial and aquatic areas in the state. 
 
     The intent of the legislature is that this chapter be liberally construed, and that the 
jurisdiction, powers, and duties granted to the county noxious weed control boards by this 
chapter are limited only by specific provisions of this chapter or other state and federal 
law.  

[1997 c 353 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 17. Formerly RCW 17.10.905.] 

 
RCW 17.10.010 
Definitions.  

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise: 
 
     (1) "Noxious weed" means a plant that when established is highly destructive, 
competitive, or difficult to control by cultural or chemical practices. 
 
     (2) "State noxious weed list" means a list of noxious weeds adopted by the state 
noxious weed control board. The list is divided into three classes: 
 
     (a) Class A consists of those noxious weeds not native to the state that are of limited 
distribution or are unrecorded in the state and that pose a serious threat to the state; 
 
     (b) Class B consists of those noxious weeds not native to the state that are of limited 
distribution or are unrecorded in a region of the state and that pose a serious threat to that 
region; 
 
     (c) Class C consists of any other noxious weeds. 
 
     (3) "Person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, firm, the state or any 
department, agency, or subdivision thereof, or any other entity. 
 
     (4) "Owner" means the person in actual control of property, or his or her agent, 
whether the control is based on legal or equitable title or on any other interest entitling 
the holder to possession and, for purposes of liability, pursuant to RCW 17.10.170 or 
17.10.210, means the possessor of legal or equitable title or the possessor of an easement: 
PROVIDED, That when the possessor of an easement has the right to control or limit the 
growth of vegetation within the boundaries of an easement, only the possessor of the 
easement is deemed, for the purpose of this chapter, an "owner" of the property within the 
boundaries of the easement. 



 
     (5) As pertains to the duty of an owner, the words "control", "contain", "eradicate", 
and the term "prevent the spread of noxious weeds" means conforming to the standards of 
noxious weed control or prevention in this chapter or as adopted by rule in chapter 16-
750 WAC by the state noxious weed control board and an activated county noxious weed 
control board. 
 
     (6) "Agent" means any occupant or any other person acting for the owner and working 
or in charge of the land. 
 
     (7) "Agricultural purposes" are those that are intended to provide for the growth and 
harvest of food and fiber. 
 
     (8) "Director" means the director of the department of agriculture or the director's 
appointed representative. 
 
     (9) "Weed district" means a weed district as defined in chapters 17.04 and 17.06 
RCW. 
 
     (10) "Aquatic noxious weed" means an aquatic plant species that is listed on the state 
weed list under RCW 17.10.080. 
 
     (11) "Screenings" means a mixture of mill or elevator run mixture or a combination of 
varying amounts of materials obtained in the process of cleaning either grain or seeds, or 
both, such as light or broken grain or seed, weed seeds, hulls, chaff, joints, straw, elevator 
dust, floor sweepings, sand, and dirt.  

[1997 c 353 § 2; 1995 c 255 § 6; 1987 c 438 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 1.] 

NOTES:  

     Severability -- Effective date -- 1995 c 255: See RCW 17.26.900 and 17.26.901.  

 
RCW 17.10.020 
County noxious weed control boards -- Created -- Jurisdiction -- Inactive status.  

(1) In each county of the state there is created a noxious weed control board, bearing the 
name of the county within which it is located. The jurisdictional boundaries of each board 
are the boundaries of the county within which it is located. 
 
     (2) Each noxious weed control board is inactive until activated pursuant to the 
provisions of RCW 17.10.040.  

[1997 c 353 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 2.] 



 
RCW 17.10.030 
State noxious weed control board -- Members -- Terms -- Elections -- Meetings -- 
Reimbursement for travel expenses.  

There is created a state noxious weed control board comprised of nine voting members 
and three nonvoting members. Four of the voting members shall be elected by the 
members of the various activated county noxious weed control boards, and shall be 
residents of a county in which a county noxious weed control board has been activated 
and a member of said board, and those qualifications shall continue through their term of 
office. Two of these members shall be elected from the west side of the state, the crest of 
the Cascades being the dividing line, and two from the east side of the state. The director 
of agriculture is a voting member of the board. One voting member shall be elected by 
the directors of the various active weed districts formed under chapter 17.04 or 17.06 
RCW. The Washington state association of counties appoints one voting member who 
shall be a member of a county legislative authority. The director shall appoint two voting 
members to represent the public interest, one from the west side and one from the east 
side of the state. The director shall also appoint three nonvoting members representing 
scientific disciplines relating to weed control. The term of office for all members of the 
board is three years from the date of election or appointment. 
 
     The board, by rule, shall establish a position number for each elected position of the 
board and shall designate which county noxious weed control board members are eligible 
to vote for each elected position. The elected members serve staggered terms. Elections 
for the elected members of the board shall be held thirty days prior to the expiration date 
of their respective terms. Nominations and elections shall be by mail and conducted by 
the board. 
 
     The board shall conduct its first meeting within thirty days after all its members have 
been elected. The board shall elect from its members a chair and other officers as may be 
necessary. A majority of the voting members of the board constitutes a quorum for the 
transaction of business and is necessary for any action taken by the board. The members 
of the board serve without salary, but shall be reimbursed for travel expenses incurred in 
the performance of their duties under this chapter in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 
and 43.03.060.  

[1997 c 353 § 4; 1987 c 438 § 2; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 34 § 23; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 3.] 

NOTES:  

     Effective date -- Severability -- 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 34: See notes following RCW 
2.08.115.  

 
RCW 17.10.040 
Activation of inactive county noxious weed control board.  



An inactive county noxious weed control board may be activated by any one of the 
following methods: 
 
     (1) Either within sixty days after a petition is filed by one hundred registered voters 
within the county or, on its own motion, the county legislative authority shall hold a 
hearing to determine whether there is a need, due to a damaging infestation of noxious 
weeds, to activate the county noxious weed control board. If such a need is found to exist, 
then the county legislative authority shall, in the manner provided by RCW 17.10.050, 
appoint five persons to the county's noxious weed control board. 
 
     (2) If the county's noxious weed control board is not activated within one year 
following a hearing by the county legislative authority to determine the need for 
activation, then upon the filing with the state noxious weed control board of a petition 
comprised either of the signatures of at least two hundred registered voters within the 
county, or of the signatures of a majority of an adjacent county's noxious weed control 
board, the state board shall, within six months of the date of the filing, hold a hearing in 
the county to determine the need for activation. If a need for activation is found to exist, 
then the state board shall order the county legislative authority to activate the county's 
noxious weed control board and to appoint members to the board in the manner provided 
by RCW 17.10.050. 
 
     (3) The director, upon request of the state noxious weed control board, shall order a 
county legislative authority to activate the noxious weed control board immediately if an 
infestation of a class A noxious weed or class B noxious weed designated for control on 
the state noxious weed list is confirmed in that county. The county legislative authority 
may, as an alternative to activating the noxious weed board, combat the class A noxious 
weed or class B noxious weed with county resources and personnel operating with the 
authorities and responsibilities imposed by this chapter on a county noxious weed control 
board. No county may continue without a noxious weed control board for a second 
consecutive year if the class A noxious weed or class B noxious weed has not been 
eradicated.  

[1997 c 353 § 5; 1987 c 438 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 2; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 4.] 

 
RCW 17.10.050 
Activated county noxious weed control board -- Members -- Election -- Terms -- 
Meetings -- Quorum -- Expenses -- Officers -- Vacancy.  

(1) Each activated county noxious weed control board consists of five voting members 
appointed by the county legislative authority. In appointing the voting members, the 
county legislative authority shall divide the county into five geographical areas that best 
represent the county's interests, and appoint a voting member from each geographical 
area. At least four of the voting members shall be engaged in the primary production of 
agricultural products. There is one nonvoting member on the board who is the chair of the 
county extension office or an extension agent appointed by the chair of the county 
extension office. Each voting member of the board serves a term of four years, except 



that the county legislative authority shall, when a board is first activated under this 
chapter, designate two voting members to serve terms of two years. The board members 
shall not receive a salary but shall be compensated for actual and necessary expenses 
incurred in the performance of their official duties. 
 
     (2) The voting members of the board serve until their replacements are appointed. 
New members of the board shall be appointed at least thirty days prior to the expiration 
of any board member's term of office. 
 
     Notice of expiration of a term of office shall be published at least twice in a weekly or 
daily newspaper of general circulation in the section [geographical area] with last 
publication occurring at least ten days prior to the nomination. All persons interested in 
appointment to the board and residing in the geographical area with a pending 
nomination shall make a written application that includes the signatures of at least ten 
registered voters residing in the geographical area supporting the nomination to the 
county noxious weed control board. After nominations close, the county noxious weed 
control board shall, after a hearing, send the applications to the county legislative 
authority recommending the names of the most qualified candidates, and post the names 
of those nominees in the county courthouse and publish in at least one newspaper of 
general circulation in the county. The county legislative authority, within ten days of 
receiving the list of nominees, shall appoint one of those nominees to the county noxious 
weed control board to represent that geographical area during that term of office. 
 
     (3) Within thirty days after all the members have been appointed, the board shall 
conduct its first meeting. A majority of the voting members of the board constitutes a 
quorum for the transaction of business and is necessary for any action taken by the board. 
The board shall elect from its members a chair and other officers as may be necessary. 
 
     (4) In case of a vacancy occurring in any voting position on a county noxious weed 
control board, the county legislative authority of the county in which the board is located 
shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.  

[1997 c 353 § 6; 1987 c 438 § 4; 1980 c 95 § 1; 1977 ex.s. c 26 § 6; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 3; 1974 ex.s. c 
143 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 5.] 

 
RCW 17.10.060 
Activated county noxious weed control board -- Weed coordinator -- Authority -- 
Rules and regulations.  

(1) Each activated county noxious weed control board shall employ or otherwise provide 
a weed coordinator whose duties are fixed by the board but which shall include 
inspecting land to determine the presence of noxious weeds, offering technical assistance 
and education, and developing a program to achieve compliance with the weed law. The 
weed coordinator may be employed full time, part time, or seasonally by the county 
noxious weed control board. County weed board employment practices shall comply with 
county personnel policies. Within sixty days from initial employment the weed 



coordinator shall obtain a pest control consultant license, a pesticide operator license, and 
the necessary endorsements on the licenses as required by law. Each board may purchase, 
rent, or lease equipment, facilities, or products and may hire additional persons as it 
deems necessary for the administration of the county's noxious weed control program. 
 
     (2) Each activated county noxious weed control board has the power to adopt rules 
and regulations, subject to notice and hearing as provided in chapters 42.30 and 42.32 
RCW, as are necessary for an effective county weed control or eradication program. 
 
     (3) Each activated county noxious weed control board shall meet with a quorum at 
least quarterly.  

[1997 c 353 § 7; 1987 c 438 § 5; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 6.] 

 
RCW 17.10.070 
State noxious weed control board -- Powers -- Report.  

(1) In addition to the powers conferred on the state noxious weed control board under 
other provisions of this chapter, it has the power to: 
 
     (a) Employ a state noxious weed control board executive secretary, and additional 
persons as it deems necessary, to disseminate information relating to noxious weeds to 
county noxious weed control boards and weed districts, to coordinate the educational and 
weed control efforts of the various county and regional noxious weed control boards and 
weed districts, and to assist the board in carrying out its responsibilities; 
 
     (b) Adopt, amend, or repeal rules, pursuant to the administrative procedure act, 
chapter 34.05 RCW, as may be necessary to carry out the duties and authorities assigned 
to the board by this chapter. 
 
     (2) The state noxious weed control board shall provide a written report before January 
1st of each odd-numbered year to the county noxious weed control boards and the weed 
districts showing the expenditure of state funds on noxious weed control; specifically 
how the funds were spent; the status of the state, county, and district programs; and 
recommendations for the continued best use of state funds for noxious weed control. The 
report shall include recommendations as to the long-term needs regarding weed control.  

[1998 c 245 § 3; 1997 c 353 § 8; 1987 c 438 § 6; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 4; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 7.] 

 
RCW 17.10.074 
Director -- Powers.  

(1) In addition to the powers conferred on the director under other provisions of this 
chapter, the director, with the advice of the state noxious weed control board, has power 
to: 



 
     (a) Require the county legislative authority or the noxious weed control board of any 
county or any weed district to report to it concerning the presence, absence, or estimated 
amount of noxious weeds and measures, if any, taken or planned for the control thereof; 
 
     (b) Employ staff as may be necessary in the administration of this chapter; 
 
     (c) Adopt, amend, or repeal rules, pursuant to the administrative procedure act, 
chapter 34.05 RCW, as may be necessary to carry out this chapter; 
 
     (d) Do such things as may be necessary and incidental to the administration of its 
functions pursuant to this chapter including but not limited to surveying for and detecting 
noxious weed infestations; 
 
     (e) Upon receipt of a complaint signed by a majority of the members of an adjacent 
county noxious weed control board or weed district, or by one hundred registered voters 
that are land owners within the county, require the county legislative authority or noxious 
weed control board of the county or weed district that is the subject of the complaint to 
respond to the complaint within forty-five days with a plan for the control of the noxious 
weeds cited in the complaint; 
 
     (f) If the complaint in (e) of this subsection involves a class A or class B noxious 
weed, order the county legislative authority, noxious weed control board, or weed district 
to take immediate action to eradicate or control the noxious weed infestation. If the 
county or the weed district does not take action to control the noxious weed infestation in 
accordance with the order, the director may control it or cause it to be controlled. The 
county or weed district is liable for payment of the expense of the control work including 
necessary costs and expenses for attorneys' fees incurred by the director in securing 
payment from the county or weed district. The director may bring a civil action in a court 
of competent jurisdiction to collect the expenses of the control work, costs, and attorneys' 
fees; 
 
     (g) In counties without an activated noxious weed control board, enter upon any 
property as provided for in RCW 17.10.160, issue or cause to be issued notices and 
citations and take the necessary action to control noxious weeds as provided in RCW 
17.10.170, hold hearings on any charge or cost of control action taken as provided for in 
RCW 17.10.180, issue a notice of civil infraction as provided for in RCW 17.10.230 and 
17.10.310 through [and] 17.10.350, and place a lien on any property pursuant to RCW 
17.10.280, 17.10.290, and 17.10.300 with the same authorities and responsibilities 
imposed by these sections on county noxious weed control boards; 
 
     (h) Adopt a list of noxious weed seeds and toxic weeds which shall be controlled in 
designated articles, products, or feed stuffs as provided for in RCW 17.10.235. 
 
     (2) The moneys appropriated for noxious weed control to the department shall be used 
for administration of the state noxious weed control board, the administration of the 



director's powers under this chapter, the purchase of materials for controlling, containing, 
or eradicating noxious weeds, the purchase or collection of biological control agents for 
controlling noxious weeds, and the contracting for services to carry out the purposes of 
this chapter. In a county with an activated noxious weed control board, the director shall 
make every effort to contract with that board for the needed services. 
 
     (3) If the director determines the need to reallocate funds previously designated for 
county use, the director shall convene a meeting of the state noxious weed control board 
to seek its advice concerning any reallocation.  

[1997 c 353 § 9; 1987 c 438 § 7.] 

 
RCW 17.10.080 
State noxious weed list -- Hearing -- Adoption -- Dissemination.  

(1) The state noxious weed control board shall each year or more often, following a 
hearing, adopt a state noxious weed list. 
 
     (2) Any person may request during a comment period established by the state weed 
board the inclusion, deletion, or designation change of any plant to the state noxious 
weed list. 
 
     (3) The state noxious weed control board shall send a copy of the list to each activated 
county noxious weed control board, to each weed district, and to the county legislative 
authority of each county with an inactive noxious weed control board. 
 
     (4) The record of rule making must include the written findings of the board for the 
inclusion of each plant on the list. The findings shall be made available upon request to 
any interested person.  

[1997 c 353 § 10; 1989 c 175 § 57; 1987 c 438 § 8; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 5; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 8.] 

NOTES:  

     Effective date -- 1989 c 175: See note following RCW 34.05.010.  

 
RCW 17.10.090 
State noxious weed list -- Selection of weeds for control by county board.  

Each county noxious weed control board shall, within ninety days of the adoption of the 
state noxious weed list from the state noxious weed control board and following a 
hearing, select those weeds from the class C list and those weeds from the class B list not 
designated for control in the noxious weed control region in which the county lies that it 
finds necessary to be controlled in the county. The weeds thus selected and all class A 
weeds and those class B weeds that have been designated for control in the noxious weed 



control region in which the county lies shall be classified within that county as noxious 
weeds, and those weeds comprise the county noxious weed list.  

[1997 c 353 § 11; 1987 c 438 § 9; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 9.] 

 
RCW 17.10.100 
Order to county board to include weed from state board's list in county's noxious 
weed list.  

Where any of the following occur, the state noxious weed control board may, following a 
hearing, order any county noxious weed control board or weed district to include a 
noxious weed from the state board's list in the county's noxious weed list: 
 
     (1) Where the state noxious weed control board receives a petition from at least one 
hundred registered voters within the county requesting that the weed be listed. 
 
     (2) Where the state noxious weed control board receives a request for inclusion from 
an adjacent county's noxious weed control board or weed district, which the adjacent 
board or district has included that weed in its county list, and the adjacent board or weed 
district alleges that its noxious weed control program is being hampered by the failure to 
include the weed on the county's noxious weed list.  

[1997 c 353 § 12; 1987 c 438 § 10; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 10.] 

 
RCW 17.10.110 
Regional noxious weed control board -- Creation.  

A regional noxious weed control board comprising the area of two or more counties may 
be created as follows: 
 
     Either the county legislative authority, or the noxious weed control board, or both, of 
two or more counties may, upon a determination that the purpose of this chapter will be 
served by the creation of a regional noxious weed control board, adopt a resolution 
providing for a limited merger of the functions of their respective counties noxious weed 
control boards. The resolution becomes effective only when a similar resolution is 
adopted by the other county or counties comprising the proposed regional board.  

[1997 c 353 § 13; 1987 c 438 § 11; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 6; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 11.] 

 
RCW 17.10.120 
Regional noxious weed control board -- Members -- Meetings -- Quorum -- Officers 
-- Effect on county boards.  



In any case where a regional noxious weed control board is created, the county noxious 
weed control boards comprising the regional board shall still remain in existence and 
shall retain all powers and duties provided for the boards under this chapter. 
 
     The regional noxious weed control board is comprised of the voting members and the 
nonvoting members of the component counties noxious weed control boards or county 
legislative authorities who shall, respectively, be the voting and nonvoting members of 
the regional board: PROVIDED, That each county shall have an equal number of voting 
members. The board may appoint other nonvoting members as deemed necessary. A 
majority of the voting members of the board constitutes a quorum for the transaction of 
business and is necessary for any action taken by the board. The board shall elect a chair 
from its members and other officers as may be necessary. Members of the regional board 
serve without salary but shall be compensated for actual and necessary expenses incurred 
in the performance of their official duties.  

[1997 c 353 § 14; 1987 c 438 § 12; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 12.] 

 
RCW 17.10.130 
Regional noxious weed control board -- Powers and duties.  

The powers and duties of a regional noxious weed control board are as follows: 
 
     (1) The regional board shall, within ninety days of the adoption of the state noxious 
weed list from the state noxious weed control board and following a hearing, select those 
weeds from the state list that it finds necessary to be controlled on a regional basis. The 
weeds thus selected shall also be contained in the county noxious weed list of each 
county in the region. 
 
     (2) The regional board shall take action as may be necessary to coordinate the noxious 
weed control programs of the region and adopt a regional plan for the control of noxious 
weeds.  

[1997 c 353 § 15; 1987 c 438 § 13; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 13.] 

 
RCW 17.10.134 
Liability of county and regional noxious weed control boards.  

Obligations or liabilities incurred by any county or regional noxious weed control board 
or any claims against a county or regional noxious weed control board are governed by 
chapter 4.96 RCW or RCW 4.08.120: PROVIDED, That individual members or 
employees of a county noxious weed control board are personally immune from civil 
liability for damages arising from actions performed within the scope of their official 
duties or employment.  

[1997 c 353 § 16; 1987 c 438 § 14.] 



 
RCW 17.10.140 
Owner's duty to control spread of noxious weeds.  

(1) Except as is provided under subsection (2) of this section, every owner shall perform 
or cause to be performed those acts as may be necessary to: 
 
     (a) Eradicate all class A noxious weeds; 
 
     (b) Control and prevent the spread of all class B noxious weeds designated for control 
in that region within and from the owner's property; and 
 
     (c) Control and prevent the spread of all class B and class C noxious weeds listed on 
the county weed list as locally mandated control priorities within and from the owner's 
property. 
 
     (2) Forest lands classified under RCW 17.10.240(2), or meeting the definition of 
forest lands contained in RCW 17.10.240, are subject to the requirements of subsection 
(1)(a) and (b) of this section at all times. Forest lands are subject to the requirements of 
subsection (1)(c) of this section only within a one thousand foot buffer strip of adjacent 
land uses. In addition, forest lands are subject to subsection (1)(c) of this section for a 
single five-year period following the harvesting of trees for lumber.  

[1997 c 353 § 17; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 14.] 

 
RCW 17.10.145 
State agencies' duty to control spread of noxious weeds.  

All state agencies shall control noxious weeds on lands they own, lease, or otherwise 
control through integrated pest management practices. Agencies shall develop plans in 
cooperation with county noxious weed control boards to control noxious weeds in 
accordance with standards in this chapter. All state agencies' lands must comply with this 
chapter, regardless of noxious weed control efforts on adjacent lands.  

[1997 c 353 § 18; 1995 c 374 § 75.] 

NOTES:  

     Effective date -- 1995 c 374 §§ 69, 70, and 72-79: See note following RCW 
16.24.130.  

 
RCW 17.10.154 
Owners' agreements with county noxious weed control boards -- Terms -- 
Enforcement.  



It is recognized that the prevention, control, and eradication of noxious weeds presents a 
problem for immediate as well as for future action. It is further recognized that immediate 
prevention, control, and eradication is practicable on some lands and that prevention, 
control, and eradication on other lands should be extended over a period of time. 
Therefore, it is the intent of this chapter that county noxious weed control boards may use 
their discretion and, by agreement with the owners of land, may propose and accept plans 
for prevention, control, and eradication that may be extended over a period of years. The 
county noxious weed control board may make an agreement with the owner of any parcel 
of land by contract between the landowner and the respective county noxious weed 
control board, and the board shall enforce the terms of any agreement. The county 
noxious weed control board may make any terms that will best serve the interests of the 
owners of the parcel of land and the common welfare that comply with this chapter. 
Agreements made under this section must include at least a one thousand foot buffer for 
all adjacent agricultural land uses. Noxious weed control in this buffer must comply with 
RCW 17.10.140(1).  

[1997 c 353 § 19; 1987 c 438 § 16.] 

 
RCW 17.10.160 
Right of entry -- Warrant for noxious weed search -- Civil liability -- Penalty for 
preventing entry.  

Any authorized agent or employee of the county noxious weed control board or of the 
state noxious weed control board or of the department of agriculture where not otherwise 
proscribed by law may enter upon any property for the purpose of administering this 
chapter and any power exercisable pursuant thereto, including the taking of specimens of 
weeds, general inspection, and the performance of eradication or control work. Prior to 
carrying out the purpose for which the entry is made, the official making such entry or 
someone in his or her behalf, shall make a reasonable attempt to notify the owner of the 
property as to the purpose and need for the entry. 
 
     (1) When there is probable cause to believe that there is property within this state not 
otherwise exempt from process or execution upon which noxious weeds are standing or 
growing and the owner refuses permission to inspect the property, a judge of the superior 
court or district court in the county in which the property is located may, upon the request 
of the county noxious weed control board or its agent, issue a warrant directed to the 
board or agent authorizing the taking of specimens of weeds or other materials, general 
inspection, and the performance of eradication or control work. 
 
     (2) Application for issuance and execution and return of the warrant authorized by this 
section shall be in accordance with the applicable rules of the superior court or the district 
courts. 
 
     (3) Nothing in this section requires the application for and issuance of any warrant not 
otherwise required by law: PROVIDED, That civil liability for negligence shall lie in any 
case in which entry and any of the activities connected therewith are not undertaken with 



reasonable care. 
 
     (4) Any person who improperly prevents or threatens to prevent entry upon land as 
authorized in this section or any person who interferes with the carrying out of this 
chapter shall be upon conviction guilty of a misdemeanor.  

[1997 c 353 § 20; 1987 c 438 § 17; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 16.] 

 
RCW 17.10.170 
Finding presence of noxious weeds -- Notice for failure of owner to control -- 
Control by county board -- Liability of owner -- Lien -- Alternative.  

(1) Whenever the county noxious weed control board finds that noxious weeds are 
present on any parcel of land, and that the owner is not taking prompt and sufficient 
action to control the noxious weeds, pursuant to the provisions of RCW 17.10.140, it 
shall notify the owner that a violation of this chapter exists. The notice shall be in writing 
and sent by certified mail, and shall identify the noxious weeds found to be present, order 
prompt control action, and specify the time, of at least ten days from issuance of the 
notice, within which the prescribed action must be taken. Upon deposit of the certified 
letter of notice, the noxious weed control authority shall make an affidavit of mailing that 
is prima facie evidence that proper notice was given. If seed or other propagule 
dispersion is imminent, immediate control action may be taken forty-eight hours 
following the time that notification is reasonably expected to have been received by the 
owner or agent by certified mail or personal service, instead of ten days. If a landowner 
received a notice of violation from the county noxious weed control board in a prior 
growing season, removal or destruction of all above ground plant parts may be required 
at the most effective point in the growing season, as determined by the county weed 
board, which may be before or after propagule dispersion. 
 
     (2) The county noxious weed control board or its authorized agents may issue a notice 
of civil infraction as provided for in RCW 17.10.230, 17.10.310, and 17.10.350 to owners 
who do not take action to control noxious weeds in accordance with the notice. 
 
     (3) If the owner does not take action to control the noxious weeds in accordance with 
the notice, the county board may control them, or cause their being controlled, at the 
expense of the owner. The amount of the expense constitutes a lien against the property 
and may be enforced by proceedings on the lien except as provided for by RCW 
79.44.060. The owner is liable for payment of the expense, and nothing in this chapter 
shall be construed to prevent collection of any judgment on account thereof by any means 
available pursuant to law, in substitution for enforcement of the lien. Necessary costs and 
expenses including reasonable attorneys' fees incurred by the county noxious weed 
control board in carrying out this section may be recovered at the same time as a part of 
the action filed under this section. Funds received in payment for the expense of 
controlling noxious weeds shall be transferred to the county noxious weed control board 
to be expended as required to carry out the purposes of this chapter. 
 



     (4) The county auditor shall record in his or her office any lien created under this 
chapter, and any lien shall bear interest at the rate of twelve percent per annum from the 
date on which the county noxious weed control board approves the amount expended in 
controlling the weeds. 
 
     (5) As an alternative to the enforcement of any lien created under subsection (3) of 
this section, the county legislative authority may by resolution or ordinance require that 
each lien created be collected by the treasurer in the same manner as a delinquent real 
property tax, if within thirty days from the date the owner is sent notice of the lien, 
including the amount thereof, the lien remains unpaid and an appeal has not been made 
pursuant to RCW 17.10.180. Liens treated as delinquent taxes bear interest at the rate of 
twelve percent per annum and the interest accrues as of the date notice of the lien is sent 
to the owner: PROVIDED, That any collections for the lien shall not be considered as 
tax.  

[1997 c 353 § 21; 1987 c 438 § 18; 1979 c 118 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 8; 1974 ex.s. c 143 § 3; 1969 ex.s. 
c 113 § 17.] 

 
RCW 17.10.180 
Hearing on liability for expense of control -- Notice -- Review.  

Any owner, upon request pursuant to the rules and regulation of the county noxious weed 
control board, is entitled to a hearing before the board on any charge or cost for which the 
owner is alleged to be liable pursuant to RCW 17.10.170 or 17.10.210. The board shall 
send notice by certified mail within thirty days, to each owner at the owner's last known 
address, as to any charge or cost and as to his or her right of a hearing. The hearing shall 
be scheduled within forty-five days of notification. Any determination or final action by 
the board is subject to judicial review by a proceeding in the superior court in the county 
in which the property is located, and the court has original jurisdiction to determine any 
suit brought by the owner to recover damages allegedly suffered on account of control 
work negligently performed: PROVIDED, That no stay or injunction shall lie to delay 
any control work subsequent to notice given pursuant to RCW 17.10.160 or pursuant to 
an order under RCW 17.10.210.  

[1997 c 353 § 22; 1987 c 438 § 19; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 18.] 

 
RCW 17.10.190 
Notice and information as to noxious weed control.  

Each activated county noxious weed control board must publish annually, and at other 
times as may be appropriate, in at least one newspaper of general circulation within its 
area, a general notice. The notice shall direct attention to the need for noxious weed 
control and give other information concerning noxious weed control requirements as may 
be appropriate, or indicate where such information may be secured. In addition to the 
general notice required, the county noxious weed control board may use any appropriate 



media for the dissemination of information to the public as may be calculated to bring the 
need for noxious weed control to the attention of owners. The board may consult with 
individual owners concerning their problems of noxious weed control and may provide 
them with information and advice, including giving specific instructions and methods 
when and how certain named weeds are to be controlled. The methods may include some 
combination of physical, mechanical, cultural, chemical, and/or biological methods, 
including livestock. Publication of a notice as required by this section is not a condition 
precedent to the enforcement of this chapter.  

[1997 c 353 § 23; 1987 c 438 § 20; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 9; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 19.] 

 
RCW 17.10.201 
Noxious weed control on federal and tribal lands--State and county cooperation.  

(1) The state noxious weed control board shall: 
 
     (a) Work with the various federal and tribal land management agencies to coordinate 
state and federal noxious weed control; 
 
     (b) Encourage the various federal and tribal land management agencies to devote more 
time and resources to noxious weed control; and 
 
     (c) Assist the various federal and tribal land management agencies by seeking 
adequate funding for noxious weed control. 
 
     (2) County noxious weed control boards and weed districts shall work with the various 
federal and tribal land management agencies in each county in order to: 
 
     (a) Identify new noxious weed infestations; 
 
     (b) Outline and plan necessary noxious weed control actions; 
 
     (c) Develop coordinated noxious weed control programs; and 
 
     (d) Notify local federal and tribal agency land managers of noxious weed infestations. 
 
     (3) The department of agriculture, county noxious weed control boards, and weed 
districts are authorized to enter federal lands, with the approval of the appropriate federal 
agency, to survey for and control noxious weeds where control measures of a type and 
extent required under this chapter have not been taken. 
 
     (4) The department of agriculture, county noxious weed control boards, and weed 
districts may bill the federal land management agency that manages the land for all costs 
of the noxious weed control performed on federal land. If not paid by the federal agency 
that manages the land, the cost of the noxious weed control on federal land may be paid 
from any funds available to the county noxious weed control board or weed district that 



performed the noxious weed control. Alternatively, the costs of noxious weed control on 
federal land may be paid from any funds specifically appropriated to the department of 
agriculture for that purpose. 
 
     (5) The department of agriculture, county noxious weed control boards, and weed 
districts are authorized to enter into any reasonable agreement with the appropriate 
authorities for the control of noxious weeds on federal or tribal lands. 
 
     (6) The department of agriculture, county noxious weed control boards, and weed 
districts shall consult with state agencies managing federal land concerning noxious weed 
infestation and control programs.  

[1997 c 353 § 34.] 

 
RCW 17.10.205 
Control of noxious weeds in open areas.  

Open areas subject to the spread of noxious weeds, including but not limited to 
subdivisions, school grounds, playgrounds, parks, and rights of way shall be subject to 
regulation by activated county noxious weed control boards in the same manner and to 
the same extent as is provided for all terrestrial and aquatic lands of the state.  

[1997 c 353 § 24; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 16.] 

 
RCW 17.10.210 
Quarantine of land -- Order -- Expense.  

(1) Whenever the director, the county noxious weed control board, or a weed district 
finds that a parcel of land is so seriously infested with class A or class B noxious weeds 
that control measures cannot be undertaken thereon without quarantining the land and 
restricting or denying access thereto or use thereof, the director, the county noxious weed 
control board, or weed district, with the approval of the director of the department of 
agriculture, may issue an order for the quarantine and restriction or denial of access or 
use. Upon issuance of the order, the director, the county noxious weed control board, or 
the weed district shall commence necessary control measures and may institute legal 
action for the collection of costs for control work, which may include attorneys' fees and 
the costs of other appropriate actions. 
 
     (2) An order of quarantine shall be served, by any method sufficient for the service of 
civil process, on all persons known to qualify as owners of the land within the meaning of 
this chapter. 
 
     (3) The director shall, with the advice of the state noxious weed control board, 
determine how the expense of control work undertaken pursuant to this section, and the 
cost of any quarantine in connection therewith, is apportioned.  



[1997 c 353 § 25; 1987 c 438 § 22; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 21.] 

 
RCW 17.10.230 
Violations -- Penalty.  

Any owner knowing of the existence of any noxious weeds on the owner's land who fails 
to control such weeds in accordance with this chapter and rules and regulations in force 
pursuant thereto; or any person who enters upon any land in violation of an order in force 
pursuant to RCW 17.10.210; or any person who interferes with the carrying out of the 
provisions of this chapter has committed a civil infraction.  

[1987 c 438 § 23; 1979 c 118 § 2; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 23.] 

 
RCW 17.10.235 
Selling product, article, or feed containing noxious weed seeds or toxic weeds -- 
Penalty -- Rules -- Inspections -- Fees.  

(1) The director of agriculture shall adopt, with the advice of the state noxious weed 
control board, rules designating noxious weed seeds which shall be controlled in 
products, screenings, or articles to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. The rules shall 
identify the products, screenings, and articles in which the seeds must be controlled and 
the maximum amount of the seed to be permitted in the product, screenings, or article to 
avoid a hazard of spreading the noxious weed by seed from the product, screenings, or 
article. The director shall also adopt, with the advice of the state board, rules designating 
toxic weeds which shall be controlled in feed stuffs and screenings to prevent injury to 
the animal that consumes the feed. The rules shall identify the feed stuffs and screenings 
in which the toxic weeds must be controlled and the maximum amount of the toxic weed 
to be permitted in the feed. Rules developed under this section shall identify ways that 
products, screenings, articles, or feed stuffs containing noxious weed seeds or toxic 
weeds can be made available for beneficial uses. 
 
     (2) Any person who knowingly or negligently sells or otherwise distributes a product, 
article, screenings, or feed stuff designated by rule containing noxious weed seeds or 
toxic weeds designated for control by rule and in an amount greater than the amount 
established by the director for the seed or weed by rule is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
     (3) The department of agriculture shall, upon request of the buyer, inspect products, 
screenings, articles, or feed stuffs designated by rule and charge fees, in accordance with 
chapter 22.09 RCW, to determine the presence of designated noxious weed seeds or toxic 
weeds.  

[1997 c 353 § 26; 1987 c 438 § 30; 1979 c 118 § 4.] 



 
RCW 17.10.240 
Special assessments, appropriations for noxious weed control -- Assessment rates.  

(1) The activated county noxious weed control board of each county shall annually 
submit a budget to the county legislative authority for the operating cost of the county's 
weed program for the ensuing fiscal year: PROVIDED, That if the board finds the budget 
approved by the legislative authority is insufficient for an effective county noxious weed 
control program it shall petition the county legislative authority to hold a hearing as 
provided in RCW 17.10.890. Control of weeds is a benefit to the lands within any such 
section. Funding for the budget is derived from any or all of the following: 
 
     (a) The county legislative authority may, in lieu of a tax, levy an assessment against 
the land for this purpose. Prior to the levying of an assessment the county noxious weed 
control board shall hold a public hearing at which it will gather information to serve as a 
basis for classification and then classify the lands into suitable classifications, including 
but not limited to dry lands, range lands, irrigated lands, nonuse lands, forest lands, or 
federal lands. The board shall develop and forward to the county legislative authority, as 
a proposed level of assessment for each class, an amount as seems just. The assessment 
rate shall be either uniform per acre in its respective class or a flat rate per parcel rate plus 
a uniform rate per acre: PROVIDED, That if no benefits are found to accrue to a class of 
land, a zero assessment may be levied. The county legislative authority, upon receipt of 
the proposed levels of assessment from the board, after a hearing, shall accept or modify 
by resolution, or refer back to the board for its reconsideration all or any portion of the 
proposed levels of assessment. The amount of the assessment constitutes a lien against 
the property. The county legislative authority may by resolution or ordinance require that 
notice of the lien be sent to each owner of property for which the assessment has not been 
paid by the date it was due and that each lien created be collected by the treasurer in the 
same manner as delinquent real property tax, if within thirty days from the date the owner 
is sent notice of the lien, including the amount thereof, the lien remains unpaid and an 
appeal has not been made pursuant to RCW 17.10.180. Liens treated as delinquent taxes 
bear interest at the rate of twelve percent per annum and the interest accrues as of the date 
notice of the lien is sent to the owner: PROVIDED FURTHER, That any collections for 
the lien shall not be considered as tax; or 
 
     (b) The county legislative authority may appropriate money from the county general 
fund necessary for the administration of the county noxious weed control program. In 
addition the county legislative authority may make emergency appropriations as it deems 
necessary for the implementation of this chapter. 
 
     (2) Forest lands used solely for the planting, growing, or harvesting of trees and which 
are typified, except during a single period of five years following clear-cut logging, by 
canopies so dense as to prohibit growth of an understory may be subject to an annual 
noxious weed assessment levied by a county legislative authority that does not exceed 
one-tenth of the weighted average per acre noxious weed assessment levied on all other 
lands in unincorporated areas within the county that are subject to the weed assessment. 



This assessment shall be computed in accordance with the formula in subsection (3) of 
this section. 
 
     (3) The calculation of the "weighted average per acre noxious weed assessment" is a 
ratio expressed as follows: 
 
     (a) The numerator is the total amount of funds estimated to be collected from the per 
acre assessment on all lands except (i) forest lands as identified in subsection (2) of this 
section, (ii) lands exempt from the noxious weed assessment, and (iii) lands located in an 
incorporated area. 
 
     (b) The denominator is the total acreage from which funds in (a) of this subsection are 
collected. For lands of less than one acre in size, the denominator calculation may be 
based on the following assumptions: (i) Unimproved lands are calculated as being one-
half acre in size on the average, and (ii) improved lands are calculated as being one-third 
acre in size on the average. The county legislative authority may choose to calculate the 
denominator for lands of less than one acre in size using other assumptions about average 
parcel size based on local information. 
 
     (4) For those counties that levy a per parcel assessment to help fund noxious weed 
control programs, the per parcel assessment on forest lands as defined in subsection (2) of 
this section shall not exceed one-tenth of the per parcel assessment on nonforest lands.  

[1997 c 353 § 27; 1995 c 374 § 77; 1987 c 438 § 31; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 10; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 24.] 

NOTES:  

     Effective date -- 1995 c 374 §§ 69, 70, and 72-79: See note following RCW 
16.24.130.  

 
RCW 17.10.250 
Applications for noxious weed control funds.  

The legislative authority of any county with an activated noxious weed control board or 
the board of any weed district may apply to the director for noxious weed control funds 
when informed by the director that funds are available. Any applicant must employ 
adequate administrative personnel to supervise an effective weed control program as 
determined by the director with advice from the state noxious weed control board. The 
director with advice from the state noxious weed control board shall adopt rules on the 
distribution and use of noxious weed control account funds.  

[1997 c 353 § 28; 1987 c 438 § 32; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 11; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 25.] 

 
RCW 17.10.260 



Administrative powers to be exercised in conformity with administrative procedure 
act -- Use of weed control substances subject to other acts.  

The administrative powers granted under this chapter to the director of the department of 
agriculture and to the state noxious weed control board shall be exercised in conformity 
with the provisions of the administrative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW, as now or 
hereafter amended. The use of any substance to control noxious weeds shall be subject to 
the provisions of the water pollution control act, chapter 90.48 RCW, as now or hereafter 
amended, the Washington pesticide control act, chapter 15.58 RCW, and the Washington 
pesticide application act, chapter 17.21 RCW.  

[1987 c 438 § 33; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 28.] 

 
RCW 17.10.270 
Noxious weed control boards -- Authority to obtain insurance or surety bonds.  

Each noxious weed control board may obtain such insurance or surety bonds, or both 
with such limits as they may deem reasonable for the purpose of protecting their officials 
and employees against liability for personal or bodily injuries and property damage 
arising from their acts or omissions while performing or in good faith purporting to 
perform their official duties.  

[1987 c 438 § 34; 1974 ex.s. c 143 § 5.] 

 
RCW 17.10.280 
Lien for labor, material, equipment used in controlling noxious weeds.  

Every activated county noxious weed control board performing labor, furnishing 
material, or renting, leasing or otherwise supplying equipment, to be used in the control 
of noxious weeds, or in causing control of noxious weeds, upon any property pursuant to 
the provisions of chapter 17.10 RCW has a lien upon such property for the labor 
performed, material furnished, or equipment supplied whether performed, furnished, or 
supplied with the consent of the owner, or his agent, of such property, or without the 
consent of said owner or agent.  

[1987 c 438 § 35; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 13.] 

 
RCW 17.10.290 
Lien for labor, material, equipment used in controlling noxious weeds -- Notice of 
lien.  

Every county noxious weed control board furnishing labor, materials, or supplies or 
renting, leasing, or otherwise supplying equipment to be used in the control of noxious 
weeds upon any property pursuant to RCW 17.10.160 and 17.10.170 or pursuant to an 



order under RCW 17.10.210 as now or hereafter amended, shall give to the owner or 
reputed owner or his agent a notice in writing, within ninety days from the date of the 
cessation of the performance of such labor, the furnishing of such materials, or the 
supplying of such equipment, which notice shall cover the labor, material, supplies, or 
equipment furnished or leased, as well as all subsequent labor, materials, supplies, or 
equipment furnished or leased, stating in substance and effect that such county noxious 
weed control board is furnishing or has furnished labor, materials and supplies or 
equipment for use thereon, with the name of the county noxious weed control board 
ordering the same, and that a lien may be claimed for all materials and supplies or 
equipment furnished by such county noxious weed control board for use thereon, which 
notice shall be given by mailing the same by registered or certified mail in an envelope 
addressed to the owner at his place of residence or reputed residence.  

[1987 c 438 § 36; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 14.] 

 
RCW 17.10.300 
Lien for labor, material, equipment used in controlling noxious weeds -- Claim -- 
Filing -- Contents.  

No lien created by RCW 17.10.280 exists, and no action to enforce the same shall be 
maintained, unless within ninety days from the date of cessation of the performance of 
the labor, furnishing of materials, or the supplying of equipment, a claim for the lien is 
filed for record as provided in this section, in the office of the county auditor of the 
county in which the property, or some part of the property to be affected by the claim for 
a lien, is situated. The claim shall state, as nearly as may be, the time of the 
commencement and cessation of performing the labor, furnishing the material, or 
supplying the equipment, the name of the county noxious weed control board that 
performed the labor or caused the labor to be performed, furnished the material, or 
supplied the equipment, a description of the property to be charged with the lien 
sufficient for identification, the name of the owner, or reputed owner if known, or his or 
her agent, and if the owner is not known, that fact shall be mentioned, the amount for 
which the lien is claimed, and shall be signed by the county noxious weed control board, 
and be verified by the oath of the county noxious weed control board, to the effect that 
the affiant believes that claim to be just; and the claim of lien may be amended in case of 
action brought to foreclose the same, by order of the court, as pleadings may be, insofar 
as the interest of third parties shall not be affected by such an amendment.  

[1997 c 353 § 29; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 15.] 

 
RCW 17.10.310 
Notice of infraction -- Issuance.  

The county noxious weed control board may issue a notice of civil infraction if after 
investigation it has reasonable cause to believe an infraction has been committed. A civil 



infraction may be issued pursuant to RCW 7.80.005, 7.80.070 through 7.80.110, 7.80.120 
(3) and (4), and 7.80.130 through 7.80.900.  

[1997 c 353 § 30; 1987 c 438 § 24.] 

 

     RCW 17.10.350 
Infraction -- Penalty. (Effective until July 1, 2004.)  

Any person found to have committed a civil infraction under this chapter shall be 
assessed a monetary penalty not to exceed one thousand dollars. The state noxious weed 
control board shall adopt a schedule of monetary penalties for each violation of this 
chapter classified as a civil infraction and submit the schedule to the appropriate court. If 
a monetary penalty is imposed by the court, the penalty is immediately due and payable. 
The court may, at its discretion, grant an extension of time, not to exceed thirty days, in 
which the penalty must be paid. Failure to pay any monetary penalties imposed under this 
chapter is punishable as a misdemeanor.  

[1997 c 353 § 31; 1987 c 438 § 28.] 

     RCW 17.10.350 
Infraction -- Penalty. (Effective July 1, 2004.)  

(1) Any person found to have committed a civil infraction under this chapter shall be 
assessed a monetary penalty not to exceed one thousand dollars. The state noxious weed 
control board shall adopt a schedule of monetary penalties for each violation of this 
chapter classified as a civil infraction and submit the schedule to the appropriate court. If 
a monetary penalty is imposed by the court, the penalty is immediately due and payable. 
The court may, at its discretion, grant an extension of time, not to exceed thirty days, in 
which the penalty must be paid. 
 
     (2) Failure to pay any monetary penalties imposed under this chapter is punishable as 
a misdemeanor.  

[2003 c 53 § 117; 1997 c 353 § 31; 1987 c 438 § 28.] 

NOTES:  

     Intent -- Effective date -- 2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 2.48.180.  

 
RCW 17.10.890 
Deactivation of county noxious weed control board -- Hearing.  

The following procedures shall be followed to deactivate a county noxious weed control 
board: 



 
     (1) The county legislative authority holds a hearing to determine whether there 
continues to be a need for an activated county noxious weed control board if: 
 
     (a) A petition is filed by one hundred registered voters within the county; 
 
     (b) A petition is filed by a county noxious weed control board as provided in RCW 
17.10.240; or 
 
     (c) The county legislative authority passes a motion to hold such a hearing. 
 
     (2) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, the hearing shall be held 
within sixty days of final action taken under subsection (1) of this section. 
 
     (3) If, after a hearing, the county legislative authority determines that no need exists 
for a county noxious weed control board, due to the absence of class A or class B noxious 
weeds designated for control in the region, the county legislative authority shall 
deactivate the board. 
 
     (4) The county legislative authority shall not convene a hearing as provided for in 
subsection (1) of this section more frequently than once a year.  

[1997 c 353 § 32; 1987 c 438 § 37.] 

 
RCW 17.10.900 
Weed districts -- Continuation -- Dissolution--Transfer of assessment funds.  

Any weed district formed under chapter 17.04 or 17.06 RCW prior to the enactment of 
this chapter, continues to operate under the provisions of the chapter under which it was 
formed: PROVIDED, That if ten percent of the landowners subject to any such weed 
district, and the county noxious weed control board upon its own motion, petition the 
county legislative authority for a dissolution of the weed district, the county legislative 
authority shall provide for an election to be conducted in the same manner as required for 
the election of directors under the provisions of chapter 17.04 RCW, to determine by 
majority vote of those casting votes, if the weed district will continue to operate under the 
chapter it was formed. The land area of any dissolved weed district becomes subject to 
the provisions of this chapter. Any district assessment funds may be transferred after the 
dissolution election under contract to the county noxious weed control board to fund the 
noxious weed control program.  

[1997 c 353 § 33; 1987 c 438 § 38; 1975 1st ex.s. c 13 § 12; 1969 ex.s. c 113 § 26.] 

 
RCW 17.10.910 
Severability -- 1969 ex.s. c 113.  



If any provision of this act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid, the remainder of this act, or the application of the provision to other persons or 
circumstances is not affected.  

[1969 ex.s. c 113 § 27.] 

 



Chapter 19.27 RCW 
STATE BUILDING CODE 

NOTES:  

Building permits: RCW 36.21.070 and 36.21.080.  

Counties 
   adoption of building, plumbing, electrical codes, etc: RCW 36.32.120(7). 
   building codes: Chapter 36.43 RCW.  

Energy-related building standards: Chapter 19.27A RCW.  

Underground storage tanks: RCW 90.76.020. 
 
 
 
RCW 19.27.010 
Short title.  

This chapter shall be known as the State Building Code Act.  

[1974 ex.s. c 96 § 1.] 

 
RCW 19.27.015 
Definitions.  

As used in this chapter: 
 
     (1) "City" means a city or town;  
 
     (2) "Multifamily residential building" means common wall residential buildings that 
consist of four or fewer units, that do not exceed two stories in height, that are less than 
five thousand square feet in area, and that have a one-hour fire-resistive occupancy 
separation between units; and 
 
     (3) "Temporary growing structure" means a structure that has the sides and roof 
covered with polyethylene, polyvinyl, or similar flexible synthetic material and is used to 
provide plants with either frost protection or increased heat retention.  

[1996 c 157 § 1; 1985 c 360 § 1.] 

NOTES:  

     Effective date -- 1996 c 157: "This act is necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing 



public institutions, and shall take effect immediately [March 25, 1996]." [1996 c 157 § 
3.]  

 
RCW 19.27.020 
Purposes -- Objectives -- Standards.  

The purpose of this chapter is to promote the health, safety and welfare of the occupants 
or users of buildings and structures and the general public by the provision of building 
codes throughout the state. Accordingly, this chapter is designed to effectuate the 
following purposes, objectives, and standards: 
 
     (1) To require minimum performance standards and requirements for construction and 
construction materials, consistent with accepted standards of engineering, fire and life 
safety. 
 
     (2) To require standards and requirements in terms of performance and nationally 
accepted standards. 
 
     (3) To permit the use of modern technical methods, devices and improvements. 
 
     (4) To eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting, duplicating and unnecessary 
regulations and requirements which could unnecessarily increase construction costs or 
retard the use of new materials and methods of installation or provide unwarranted 
preferential treatment to types or classes of materials or products or methods of 
construction. 
 
     (5) To provide for standards and specifications for making buildings and facilities 
accessible to and usable by physically disabled persons. 
 
     (6) To consolidate within each authorized enforcement jurisdiction, the administration 
and enforcement of building codes.  

[1985 c 360 § 6; 1974 ex.s. c 96 § 2.] 

 
RCW 19.27.031 
State building code -- Adoption -- Conflicts -- Opinions.  

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, there shall be in effect in all counties and 
cities the state building code which shall consist of the following codes which are hereby 
adopted by reference: 
 
     (1)(a) The International Building Code, published by the International Code Council[,] 
Inc.; 
 
     (b) The International Residential Code, published by the International Code Council, 



Inc.; 
 
     (2) The International Mechanical Code, published by the International Code 
Council[,] Inc., except that the standards for liquified petroleum gas installations shall be 
NFPA 58 (Storage and Handling of Liquified Petroleum Gases) and ANSI Z223.1/NFPA 
54 (National Fuel Gas Code); 
 
     (3) The International Fire Code, published by the International Code Council[,] Inc., 
including those standards of the National Fire Protection Association specifically 
referenced in the International Fire Code: PROVIDED, That, notwithstanding any 
wording in this code, participants in religious ceremonies shall not be precluded from 
carrying hand-held candles; 
 
     (4) Except as provided in RCW 19.27.170, the Uniform Plumbing Code and Uniform 
Plumbing Code Standards, published by the International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials: PROVIDED, That any provisions of such code affecting sewers or 
fuel gas piping are not adopted; and 
 
     (5) The rules adopted by the council establishing standards for making buildings and 
facilities accessible to and usable by the physically disabled or elderly persons as 
provided in RCW 70.92.100 through 70.92.160. 
 
     In case of conflict among the codes enumerated in subsections (1), (2), (3), and (4) of 
this section, the first named code shall govern over those following. 
 
     The codes enumerated in this section shall be adopted by the council as provided in 
RCW 19.27.074. The council shall solicit input from first responders to ensure that fire 
fighter safety issues are addressed during the code adoption process. 
 
     The council may issue opinions relating to the codes at the request of a local official 
charged with the duty to enforce the enumerated codes.  

[2003 c 291 § 2; 1995 c 343 § 1. Prior: 1989 c 348 § 9; 1989 c 266 § 1; 1985 c 360 § 5.] 

NOTES:  

     Intent -- Finding -- 2003 c 291: "(1) The intent of the adoption of the International 
Building Code by the legislature is to remain consistent with state laws regulating 
construction, including electrical, plumbing, and energy codes established in chapters 
19.27, 19.27A, and 19.28 RCW. The International Building Code references the 
International Residential Code for provisions related to the construction of single and 
multiple-family dwellings. No portion of the International Residential Code shall 
supersede or take precedent over provisions in chapter 19.28 RCW, regulating the 
electrical code; nor provisions in RCW 19.27.031(4), regulating the plumbing code; nor 
provisions in chapter 19.27A RCW, regulating the energy code. 
 
     (2) It is in the state's interest and consistent with the state building code act to have in 



effect provisions regulating the construction of single and multiple-family residences. It 
is the legislative intent that the state building code council adopt the International 
Residential Code through rule making granted in RCW 19.27.074, consistent with state 
law regulating construction for electrical, plumbing, and energy codes, and other state 
and federal laws regulating single and multiple-family construction. 
 
     (3) In accordance with RCW 19.27.020, the state building code council shall promote 
fire and life safety in buildings consistent with accepted standards. In adopting the codes 
for the state of Washington, the state building code council shall consider provisions 
related to fire fighter safety published by nationally recognized organizations. The state 
building code council shall review all nationally recognized codes as set forth in RCW 
19.27.074. 
 
     (4) The legislature finds that building codes are an integral component of affordable 
housing. In accordance with this finding, the state building code council shall consider 
and review building code provisions related to improving affordable housing." [2003 c 
291 § 1.]  

     Severability -- 1989 c 348: See note following RCW 90.54.020.  

     Rights not impaired -- 1989 c 348: See RCW 90.54.920.  

 
RCW 19.27.035 
Process for review.  

The building code council shall, within one year of July 23, 1989, adopt a process for the 
review of proposed statewide amendments to the codes enumerated in RCW 19.27.031, 
and proposed or enacted local amendments to the codes enumerated in RCW 19.27.031 
as amended and adopted by the state building code council.  

[1989 c 266 § 6.] 

 
RCW 19.27.040 
Cities and counties authorized to amend state building code -- Limitations.  

The governing body of each county or city is authorized to amend the state building code 
as it applies within the jurisdiction of the county or city. The minimum performance 
standards of the codes and the objectives enumerated in RCW 19.27.020 shall not be 
diminished by any county or city amendments. 
 
     Nothing in this chapter shall authorize any modifications of the requirements of 
chapter 70.92 RCW.  

[1990 c 2 § 11; 1985 c 360 § 8; 1977 ex.s. c 14 § 12; 1974 ex.s. c 96 § 4.] 



NOTES:  

     Effective dates -- 1990 c 2: "Sections 1 through 4, 6, 7, 9, and 10 of this act are 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support 
of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect March 1, 
1990. Sections 11 and 12 of this act shall take effect January 1, 1991. Section 8 of this act 
shall take effect July 1, 1991." [1990 c 2 § 14.]  

     Findings -- Severability -- 1990 c 2: See notes following RCW 19.27A.015.  

 
RCW 19.27.042 
Cities and counties -- Emergency exemptions for housing for indigent persons.  

(1) Effective January 1, 1992, the legislative authorities of cities and counties may adopt 
an ordinance or resolution to exempt from state building code requirements buildings 
whose character of use or occupancy has been changed in order to provide housing for 
indigent persons. The ordinance or resolution allowing the exemption shall include the 
following conditions: 
 
     (a) The exemption is limited to existing buildings located in this state; 
 
     (b) Any code deficiencies to be exempted pose no threat to human life, health, or 
safety; 
 
     (c) The building or buildings exempted under this section are owned or administered 
by a public agency or nonprofit corporation; and 
 
     (d) The exemption is authorized for no more than five years on any given building. An 
exemption for a building may be renewed if the requirements of this section are met for 
each renewal. 
 
     (2) By January 1, 1992, the state building code council shall adopt by rule, guidelines 
for cities and counties exempting buildings under subsection (1) of this section.  

[1991 c 139 § 1.] 

 
RCW 19.27.050 
Enforcement.  

The state building code required by this chapter shall be enforced by the counties and 
cities. Any county or city not having a building department shall contract with another 
county, city, or inspection agency approved by the county or city for enforcement of the 
state building code within its jurisdictional boundaries.  

[1985 c 360 § 9; 1974 ex.s. c 96 § 5.] 



 
RCW 19.27.060 
Local building regulations superseded -- Exceptions.  

(1) The governing bodies of counties and cities may amend the codes enumerated in 
RCW 19.27.031 as amended and adopted by the state building code council as they apply 
within their respective jurisdictions, but the amendments shall not result in a code that is 
less than the minimum performance standards and objectives contained in the state 
building code. 
 
     (a) No amendment to a code enumerated in RCW 19.27.031 as amended and adopted 
by the state building code council that affects single family or multifamily residential 
buildings shall be effective unless the amendment is approved by the building code 
council under RCW 19.27.074(1)(b). 
 
     (b) Any county or city amendment to a code enumerated in RCW 19.27.031 which is 
approved under RCW 19.27.074(1)(b) shall continue to be effective after any action is 
taken under RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) without necessity of reapproval under RCW 
19.27.074(1)(b) unless the amendment is declared null and void by the council at the time 
any action is taken under RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) because such action in any way altered 
the impact of the amendment. 
 
     (2) Except as permitted or provided otherwise under this section, the state building 
code shall be applicable to all buildings and structures including those owned by the state 
or by any governmental subdivision or unit of local government. 
 
     (3) The governing body of each county or city may limit the application of any portion 
of the state building code to exclude specified classes or types of buildings or structures 
according to use other than single family or multifamily residential buildings. However, 
in no event shall fruits or vegetables of the tree or vine stored in buildings or warehouses 
constitute combustible stock for the purposes of application of the uniform fire code. A 
governing body of a county or city may inspect facilities used for temporary storage and 
processing of agricultural commodities. 
 
     (4) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any building four or more stories 
high with a B occupancy as defined by the uniform building code, 1982 edition, and with 
a city fire insurance rating of 1, 2, or 3 as defined by a recognized fire rating bureau or 
organization. 
 
     (5) No provision of the uniform fire code concerning roadways shall be part of the 
state building code: PROVIDED, That this subsection shall not limit the authority of a 
county or city to adopt street, road, or access standards. 
 
     (6) The provisions of the state building code may be preempted by any city or county 
to the extent that the code provisions relating to the installation or use of sprinklers in jail 
cells conflict with the secure and humane operation of jails. 



 
     (7)(a) Effective one year after July 23, 1989, the governing bodies of counties and 
cities may adopt an ordinance or resolution to exempt from permit requirements certain 
construction or alteration of either group R, division 3, or group M, division 1 
occupancies, or both, as defined in the uniform building code, 1988 edition, for which the 
total cost of fair market value of the construction or alteration does not exceed fifteen 
hundred dollars. The permit exemption shall not otherwise exempt the construction or 
alteration from the substantive standards of the codes enumerated in RCW 19.27.031, as 
amended and maintained by the state building code council under RCW 19.27.070. 
 
     (b) Prior to July 23, 1989, the state building code council shall adopt by rule, 
guidelines exempting from permit requirements certain construction and alteration 
activities under (a) of this subsection.  

[2002 c 135 § 1. Prior: 1989 c 266 § 2; 1989 c 246 § 1; 1987 c 462 § 12; 1986 c 118 § 15; 1985 c 360 § 10; 
1981 2nd ex.s. c 12 § 5; 1980 c 64 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 282 § 2; 1974 ex.s. c 96 § 6.] 

NOTES:  

     Effective dates -- 1987 c 462: See note following RCW 13.04.116.  

 
RCW 19.27.065 
Exemption -- Temporary growing structures used for commercial production of 
horticultural plants.  

The provisions of this chapter do not apply to temporary growing structures used solely 
for the commercial production of horticultural plants including ornamental plants, 
flowers, vegetables, and fruits. A temporary growing structure is not considered a 
building for purposes of this chapter.  

[1996 c 157 § 2.] 

NOTES:  

     Effective date -- 1996 c 157: See note following RCW 19.27.015.  

 
RCW 19.27.067 
Temporary worker housing -- Exemption -- Standards.  

(1) Temporary worker housing shall be constructed, altered, or repaired as provided in 
chapter 70.114A RCW and chapter 37, Laws of 1998. The construction, alteration, or 
repair of temporary worker housing is not subject to the codes adopted under RCW 
19.27.031, except as provided by rule adopted under chapter 70.114A RCW or chapter 
37, Laws of 1998. 
 



     (2) For the purpose of this section, "temporary worker housing" has the same meaning 
as provided in RCW 70.114A.020. 
 
     (3) This section is applicable to temporary worker housing as of the date of the final 
adoption of the temporary worker building code by the department of health under RCW 
70.114A.081.  

[1998 c 37 § 1.] 

 
RCW 19.27.070 
State building code council -- Established -- Membership -- Travel expenses -- 
Administrative, clerical assistance.  

There is hereby established a state building code council to be appointed by the governor. 
 
     (1) The state building code council shall consist of fifteen members, two of whom 
shall be county elected legislative body members or elected executives and two of whom 
shall be city elected legislative body members or mayors. One of the members shall be a 
local government building code enforcement official and one of the members shall be a 
local government fire service official. Of the remaining nine members, one member shall 
represent general construction, specializing in commercial and industrial building 
construction; one member shall represent general construction, specializing in residential 
and multifamily building construction; one member shall represent the architectural 
design profession; one member shall represent the structural engineering profession; one 
member shall represent the mechanical engineering profession; one member shall 
represent the construction building trades; one member shall represent manufacturers, 
installers, or suppliers of building materials and components; one member shall be a 
person with a physical disability and shall represent the disability community; and one 
member shall represent the general public. At least six of these fifteen members shall 
reside east of the crest of the Cascade mountains. The council shall include: Two 
members of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house, one from 
each caucus; two members of the senate appointed by the president of the senate, one 
from each caucus; and an employee of the electrical division of the department of labor 
and industries, as ex officio, nonvoting members with all other privileges and rights of 
membership. Terms of office shall be for three years. The council shall elect a member to 
serve as chair of the council for one-year terms of office. Any member who is appointed 
by virtue of being an elected official or holding public employment shall be removed 
from the council if he or she ceases being such an elected official or holding such public 
employment. Before making any appointments to the building code council, the governor 
shall seek nominations from recognized organizations which represent the entities or 
interests listed in this subsection. Members serving on the council on July 28, 1985, may 
complete their terms of office. Any vacancy shall be filled by alternating appointments 
from governmental and nongovernmental entities or interests until the council is 
constituted as required by this subsection. 
 
     (2) Members shall not be compensated but shall receive reimbursement for travel 



expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060. 
 
     (3) The department of community, trade, and economic development shall provide 
administrative and clerical assistance to the building code council.  

[1995 c 399 § 8; 1989 c 246 § 2; 1987 c 505 § 7; 1985 c 360 § 11; 1984 c 287 § 55; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 34 
§ 59; 1974 ex.s. c 96 § 7.] 

NOTES:  

     Legislative findings -- Severability -- Effective date -- 1984 c 287: See notes 
following RCW 43.03.220.  

     Effective date -- Severability -- 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 34: See notes following RCW 
2.08.115.  

 
RCW 19.27.074 
State building code council -- Duties -- Public meetings -- Timing of code changes.  

(1) The state building code council shall: 
 
     (a) Adopt and maintain the codes to which reference is made in RCW 19.27.031 in a 
status which is consistent with the state's interest as set forth in RCW 19.27.020. In 
maintaining these codes, the council shall regularly review updated versions of the codes 
referred to in RCW 19.27.031 and other pertinent information and shall amend the codes 
as deemed appropriate by the council; 
 
     (b) Approve or deny all county or city amendments to any code referred to in RCW 
19.27.031 to the degree the amendments apply to single family or multifamily residential 
buildings; 
 
     (c) As required by the legislature, develop and adopt any codes relating to buildings; 
and 
 
     (d) Propose a budget for the operation of the state building code council to be 
submitted to the office of financial management pursuant to RCW 43.88.090. 
 
     (2) The state building code council may: 
 
     (a) Appoint technical advisory committees which may include members of the 
council; 
 
     (b) Employ permanent and temporary staff and contract for services; and 
 
     (c) Conduct research into matters relating to any code or codes referred to in RCW 
19.27.031 or any related matter. 



 
     All meetings of the state building code council shall be open to the public under the 
open public meetings act, chapter 42.30 RCW. All actions of the state building code 
council which adopt or amend any code of statewide applicability shall be pursuant to the 
administrative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW. 
 
     All council decisions relating to the codes enumerated in RCW 19.27.031 shall require 
approval by at least a majority of the members of the council. 
 
     All decisions to adopt or amend codes of statewide application shall be made prior to 
December 1 of any year and shall not take effect before the end of the regular legislative 
session in the next year.  

[1989 c 266 § 3; 1985 c 360 § 2.] 

 
RCW 19.27.080 
Chapters of RCW not affected.  

Nothing in this chapter affects the provisions of chapters 19.27A, 19.28, 43.22, 70.77, 
70.79, 70.87, 48.48, 18.20, 18.46, 18.51, 28A.305, 70.41, 70.62, 70.75, 70.108, 71.12, 
74.15, 70.94, 76.04, 90.76 RCW, or RCW 28A.195.010, or grants rights to duplicate the 
authorities provided under chapters 70.94 or 76.04 RCW.  

[2003 c 291 § 3; 1990 c 33 § 555; 1989 c 346 § 19; 1975 1st ex.s. c 282 § 1; 1974 ex.s. c 96 § 8.] 

NOTES:  

     Intent -- Finding -- 2003 c 291: See note following RCW 19.27.031.  

     Purpose -- Statutory references -- Severability -- 1990 c 33: See RCW 
28A.900.100 through 28A.900.102.  

     Captions -- Severability -- Effective date -- 1989 c 346: See RCW 90.76.900 
through 90.76.902.  

 
RCW 19.27.085 
Building code council account -- Building permit fee.  

(1) There is hereby created the building code council account in the state treasury. 
Moneys deposited into the account shall be used by the building code council, after 
appropriation, to perform the purposes of the council. 
 
     (2) All moneys collected under subsection (3) of this section shall be deposited into 
the building code council account. Every four years the state treasurer shall report to the 
legislature on the balances in the account so that the legislature may adjust the charges 



imposed under subsection (3) of this section. 
 
     (3) There is imposed a fee of four dollars and fifty cents on each building permit 
issued by a county or a city, plus an additional surcharge of two dollars for each 
residential unit, but not including the first unit, on each building containing more than 
one residential unit. Quarterly each county and city shall remit moneys collected under 
this section to the state treasury; however, no remittance is required until a minimum of 
fifty dollars has accumulated pursuant to this subsection.  

[1989 c 256 § 1; 1985 c 360 § 4.] 

 
RCW 19.27.090 
Local jurisdictions reserved.  

Local land use and zoning requirements, building setbacks, side and rear-yard 
requirements, site development, property line requirements, requirements adopted by 
counties or cities pursuant to chapter 58.17 RCW, snow load requirements, wind load 
requirements, and local fire zones are specifically reserved to local jurisdictions 
notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter.  

[1989 c 266 § 5; 1974 ex.s. c 96 § 9.] 

 
RCW 19.27.095 
Building permit application -- Consideration -- Requirements.  

(1) A valid and fully complete building permit application for a structure, that is 
permitted under the zoning or other land use control ordinances in effect on the date of 
the application shall be considered under the building permit ordinance in effect at the 
time of application, and the zoning or other land use control ordinances in effect on the 
date of application. 
 
     (2) The requirements for a fully completed application shall be defined by local 
ordinance but for any construction project costing more than five thousand dollars the 
application shall include, at a minimum: 
 
     (a) The legal description, or the tax parcel number assigned pursuant to RCW 
84.40.160, and the street address if available, and may include any other identification of 
the construction site by the prime contractor; 
 
     (b) The property owner's name, address, and phone number; 
 
     (c) The prime contractor's business name, address, phone number, current state 
contractor registration number; and 
 
     (d) Either: 



 
     (i) The name, address, and phone number of the office of the lender administering the 
interim construction financing, if any; or 
 
     (ii) The name and address of the firm that has issued a payment bond, if any, on behalf 
of the prime contractor for the protection of the owner, if the bond is for an amount not 
less than fifty percent of the total amount of the construction project. 
 
     (3) The information required on the building permit application by subsection (2)(a) 
through (d) of this section shall be set forth on the building permit document which is 
issued to the owner, and on the inspection record card which shall be posted at the 
construction site. 
 
     (4) The information required by subsection (2) of this section and information 
supplied by the applicant after the permit is issued under subsection (5) of this section 
shall be kept on record in the office where building permits are issued and made available 
to any person on request. If a copy is requested, a reasonable charge may be made. 
 
     (5) If any of the information required by subsection (2)(d) of this section is not 
available at the time the application is submitted, the applicant shall so state and the 
application shall be processed forthwith and the permit issued as if the information had 
been supplied, and the lack of the information shall not cause the application to be 
deemed incomplete for the purposes of vesting under subsection (1) of this section. 
However, the applicant shall provide the remaining information as soon as the applicant 
can reasonably obtain such information. 
 
     (6) The limitations imposed by this section shall not restrict conditions imposed under 
chapter 43.21C RCW.  

[1991 c 281 § 27; 1987 c 104 § 1.] 

NOTES:  

     Liberal construction -- Effective date, application -- 1991 c 281: See RCW 
60.04.900 and 60.04.902.  

 
RCW 19.27.097 
Building permit application -- Evidence of adequate water supply -- Applicability -- 
Exemption.  

(1) Each applicant for a building permit of a building necessitating potable water shall 
provide evidence of an adequate water supply for the intended use of the building. 
Evidence may be in the form of a water right permit from the department of ecology, a 
letter from an approved water purveyor stating the ability to provide water, or another 
form sufficient to verify the existence of an adequate water supply. In addition to other 
authorities, the county or city may impose conditions on building permits requiring 



connection to an existing public water system where the existing system is willing and 
able to provide safe and reliable potable water to the applicant with reasonable economy 
and efficiency. An application for a water right shall not be sufficient proof of an 
adequate water supply. 
 
     (2) Within counties not required or not choosing to plan pursuant to RCW 
36.70A.040, the county and the state may mutually determine those areas in the county in 
which the requirements of subsection (1) of this section shall not apply. The departments 
of health and ecology shall coordinate on the implementation of this section. Should the 
county and the state fail to mutually determine those areas to be designated pursuant to 
this subsection, the county may petition the department of community, trade, and 
economic development to mediate or, if necessary, make the determination. 
 
     (3) Buildings that do not need potable water facilities are exempt from the provisions 
of this section. The department of ecology, after consultation with local governments, 
may adopt rules to implement this section, which may recognize differences between 
high-growth and low-growth counties.  

[1995 c 399 § 9; 1991 sp.s. c 32 § 28; 1990 1st ex.s. c 17 § 63.] 

NOTES:  

     Section headings not law -- 1991 sp.s. c 32: See RCW 36.70A.902.  

     Severability -- Part, section headings not law -- 1990 1st ex.s. c 17: See RCW 
36.70A.900 and 36.70A.901.  

 
RCW 19.27.100 
Cities, towns, counties may impose fees different from state building code.  

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit a city, town, or county of the state from imposing 
fees different from those set forth in the state building code.  

[1975 1st ex.s. c 8 § 1.] 

 
RCW 19.27.110 
International fire code -- Administration and enforcement by counties, other 
political subdivisions and municipal corporations -- Fees.  

Each county government shall administer and enforce the International Fire Code in the 
unincorporated areas of the county: PROVIDED, That any political subdivision or 
municipal corporation providing fire protection pursuant to RCW 14.08.120 shall, at its 
sole option, be responsible for administration and enforcement of the International Fire 
Code on its facility. Any fire protection district or political subdivision may, pursuant to 
chapter 39.34 RCW, the interlocal cooperation act, assume all or a portion of the 



administering responsibility and coordinate and cooperate with the county government in 
the enforcement of the International Fire Code. 
 
     It is not the intent of RCW 19.27.110 and 19.27.111 to preclude or limit the authority 
of any city, town, county, fire protection district, state agency, or political subdivision 
from engaging in those fire prevention activities with which they are charged. 
 
     It is not the intent of the legislature by adopting the state building code or RCW 
19.27.110 and 19.27.111 to grant counties any more power to suppress or extinguish fires 
than counties currently possess under the Constitution or other statutes. 
 
     Each county is authorized to impose fees sufficient to pay the cost of inspections, 
administration, and enforcement pursuant to RCW 19.27.110 and 19.27.111.  

[2003 c 291 § 4; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 37 § 1.] 

NOTES:  

     Intent -- Finding -- 2003 c 291: See note following RCW 19.27.031.  

 
RCW 19.27.111 
RCW 19.27.080 not affected.  

Nothing in RCW 19.27.110 shall affect the provisions of RCW 19.27.080.  

[1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 37 § 2.] 

 
RCW 19.27.113 
Fire extinguishers for certain school buildings.  

The building code council shall adopt rules by December 1, 1991, requiring that all 
buildings classed as E-1 occupancies, as defined in the state building code, except 
portable school classrooms, constructed after July 28, 1991, be provided with an 
automatic fire-extinguishing system. Rules adopted by the council shall consider 
applicable nationally recognized fire and building code standards and local conditions. 
 
     By December 15, 1991, the council shall transmit to the superintendent of public 
instruction, the state board of education, and the fire protection policy board copies of the 
rules as adopted. The superintendent of public instruction, the state board of education, 
and the fire protection policy board shall respond to the council by February 15, 1992, 
with any recommended changes to the rule. If changes are recommended the council shall 
immediately consider those changes to the rules through its rule-making procedures. The 
rules shall be effective on July 1, 1992.  

[1991 c 170 § 1.] 



NOTES:  

Schools -- Standards for fire prevention and safety: RCW 48.48.045. 
RCW 19.27.120 
Buildings or structures having special historical or architectural significance -- 
Exception.  

(1) Repairs, alterations, and additions necessary for the preservation, restoration, 
rehabilitation, strengthening, or continued use of a building or structure may be made 
without conformance to all of the requirements of the codes adopted under RCW 
19.27.031, when authorized by the appropriate building official under the rules adopted 
under subsection (2) of this section, provided: 
 
     (a) The building or structure: (i) Has been designated by official action of a legislative 
body as having special historical or architectural significance, or (ii) is an unreinforced 
masonry building or structure on the state or the national register of historic places, or is 
potentially eligible for placement on such registers; and 
 
     (b) The restored building or structure will be less hazardous, based on life and fire 
risk, than the existing building. 
 
     (2) The state building code council shall adopt rules, where appropriate, to provide 
alternative methods to those otherwise required under this chapter for repairs, alterations, 
and additions necessary for preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, strengthening, or 
continued use of buildings and structures identified under subsection (1) of this section.  

[1985 c 360 § 13; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 11 § 1.] 

 
RCW 19.27.140 
Copy of permit to county assessor.  

A copy of any permit obtained under the state building code for construction or alteration 
work of a total cost or fair market value in excess of five hundred dollars, shall be 
transmitted by the issuing authority to the county assessor of the county where the 
property on which the construction or alteration work is located. The building permit 
shall contain the county assessor's parcel number.  

[1989 c 246 § 5.] 

 
RCW 19.27.150 
Report to department of community, trade, and economic development.  

Every month a copy of the United States department of commerce, bureau of the census' 
"report of building or zoning permits issued and local public construction" or equivalent 



report shall be transmitted by the governing bodies of counties and cities to the 
department of community, trade, and economic development.  

[1995 c 399 § 10; 1989 c 246 § 6.] 

 
RCW 19.27.160 
Counties with populations of from five thousand to less than ten thousand -- 
Ordinance reenactment.  

Any county with a population of from five thousand to less than ten thousand that had in 
effect on July 1, 1985, an ordinance or resolution authorizing and regulating the 
construction of owner-built residences may reenact such an ordinance or resolution if the 
ordinance or resolution is reenacted before September 30, 1989. After reenactment, the 
county shall transmit a copy of the ordinance or resolution to the state building code 
council.  

[1991 c 363 § 16; 1989 c 246 § 7.] 

NOTES:  

     Purpose -- Captions not law -- 1991 c 363: See notes following RCW 2.32.180.  

 
RCW 19.27.170 
Water conservation performance standards -- Testing and identifying fixtures that 
meet standards -- Marking and labeling fixtures.  

(1) The state building code council shall adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCW that 
implement and incorporate the water conservation performance standards in subsections 
(4) and (5) of this section. These standards shall apply to all new construction and all 
remodeling involving replacement of plumbing fixtures in all residential, hotel, motel, 
school, industrial, commercial use, or other occupancies determined by the council to use 
significant quantities of water. 
 
     (2) The legislature recognizes that a phasing-in approach to these new standards is 
appropriate. Therefore, standards in subsection (4) of this section shall take effect on July 
1, 1990. The standards in subsection (5) of this section shall take effect July 1, 1993. 
 
     (3) No individual, public or private corporation, firm, political subdivision, 
government agency, or other legal entity may, for purposes of use in this state, distribute, 
sell, offer for sale, import, install, or approve for installation any plumbing fixtures unless 
the fixtures meet the standards as provided for in this section. 
 
     (4) Standards for water use efficiency effective July 1, 1990. 
 



     (a) Standards for waterclosets. The guideline for maximum water use allowed in 
gallons per flush (gpf) for any of the following waterclosets is the following: 

     Tank-type toilets . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.5 gpf. 
     Flushometer-valve toilets . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.5 gpf. 
     Flushometer-tank toilets . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.5 gpf. 
     Electromechanical hydraulic toilets . . . . . . 
. . . . . .  

3.5 gpf. 

     (b) Standard for urinals. The guideline for maximum water use allowed for any urinal 
is 3.0 gallons per flush. 
 
     (c) Standard for showerheads. The guideline for maximum water use allowed for any 
showerhead is 3.0 gallons per minute. 
 
     (d) Standard for faucets. The guideline for maximum water use allowed in gallons per 
minute (gpm) for any of the following faucets and replacement aerators is the following: 

     Bathroom faucets . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.0 gpm. 
     Lavatory faucets . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.0 gpm. 
     Kitchen faucets . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.0 gpm. 
     Replacement aerators . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.0 gpm. 

     (e) Except where designed and installed for use by the physically handicapped, 
lavatory faucets located in restrooms intended for use by the general public must be 
equipped with a metering valve designed to close by spring or water pressure when left 
unattended (self-closing). 
 
     (f) No urinal or watercloset that operates on a continuous flow or continuous flush 
basis shall be permitted. 
 
     (5) Standards for water use efficiency effective July 1, 1993. 
 
     (a) Standards for waterclosets. The guideline for maximum water use allowed in 
gallons per flush (gpf) for any of the following waterclosets is the following: 

     Tank-type toilets . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.6 gpf. 
     Flushometer-tank toilets . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.6 gpf. 
     Electromechanical hydraulic toilets . . . . . . 
. . . . . .  

1.6 gpf. 

     (b) Standards for urinals. The guideline for maximum water use allowed for any urinal 
is 1.0 gallons per flush. 
 
     (c) Standards for showerheads. The guideline for maximum water use allowed for any 
showerhead is 2.5 gallons per minute. 



 
     (d) Standards for faucets. The guideline for maximum water use allowed in gallons 
per minute for any of the following faucets and replacement aerators is the following: 

     Bathroom faucets . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.5 gpm. 
     Lavatory faucets . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.5 gpm. 
     Kitchen faucets . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.5 gpm. 
     Replacement aerators . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.5 gpm. 

     (e) Except where designed and installed for use by the physically handicapped, 
lavatory faucets located in restrooms intended for use by the general public must be 
equipped with a metering valve designed to close by water pressure when unattended 
(self-closing). 
 
     (f) No urinal or watercloset that operates on a continuous flow or continuous basis 
shall be permitted. 
 
     (6) The building code council shall establish methods and procedures for testing and 
identifying fixtures that meet the standards established in subsection (5) of this section. 
The council shall use the testing standards designated as American national standards, 
written under American national standards institute procedures or other widely 
recognized national testing standards. The council shall either review test results from 
independent testing laboratories that are submitted by manufacturers of plumbing fixtures 
or accept data submitted to and evaluated by the international association of plumbing 
and mechanical officials. The council shall publish and widely distribute a current list of 
fixtures that meet the standards established in subsection (5) of this section. 
 
     (7) The building code council shall adopt rules for marking and labeling fixtures 
meeting the standards established in subsection (5) of this section. 
 
     (8) This section shall not apply to fixtures installed before July 28, 1991, that are 
removed and relocated to another room or area of the same building after July 28, 1991, 
nor shall it apply to fixtures, as determined by the council, that in order to perform a 
specialized function, cannot meet the standards specified in this section. 
 
     (9) The water conservation performance standards shall supersede all local 
government codes. After July 1, 1990, cities, towns, and counties shall not amend the 
code revisions and standards established under subsection (4) or (5) of this section.  

[1991 c 347 § 16; 1989 c 348 § 8.] 

NOTES:  

     Purposes -- 1991 c 347: See note following RCW 90.42.005.  

     Severability -- 1991 c 347: See RCW 90.42.900.  



     Severability -- 1989 c 348: See note following RCW 90.54.020.  

     Rights not impaired -- 1989 c 348: See RCW 90.54.920.  

 
RCW 19.27.175 
Recycled materials -- Study code and adopt changes.  

The state building code council, in consultation with the department of ecology and local 
governments, shall conduct a study of the state building code, and adopt changes as 
necessary to encourage greater use of recycled building materials from construction and 
building demolition debris, mixed waste paper, waste paint, waste plastics, and other 
waste materials.  

[1991 c 297 § 15.] 

NOTES:  

     Captions not law -- 1991 c 297: See RCW 43.19A.900.  

 
RCW 19.27.180 
Residential buildings moved into a city or county -- Applicability of building codes 
and electrical installation requirements.  

(1) Residential buildings or structures moved into or within a county or city are not 
required to comply with all of the requirements of the codes enumerated in chapters 
19.27 and 19.27A RCW, as amended and maintained by the state building code council 
and chapter 19.28 RCW, if the original occupancy classification of the building or 
structure is not changed as a result of the move. 
 
     (2) This section shall not apply to residential structures or buildings that are 
substantially remodeled or rehabilitated, nor to any work performed on a new or existing 
foundation. 
 
     (3) For the purposes of determining whether a moved building or structure has been 
substantially remodeled or rebuilt, any cost relating to preparation, construction, or 
renovation of the foundation shall not be considered.  

[1992 c 79 § 1; 1989 c 313 § 2.] 

NOTES:  

     Finding -- 1989 c 313: "The legislature finds that moved buildings or structures can 
provide affordable housing for many persons of lower income; that many of the moved 
structures or buildings were legally built to the construction standards of their day; and 
that requiring the moved building or structure to meet all new construction codes may 



limit their use as an affordable housing option for persons of lower income. 
 
     The legislature further finds that application of the new construction code standards to 
moved structures and buildings present unique difficulties and that it is the intent of the 
legislature that any moved structure or building that meets the codes at the time it was 
constructed does not need to comply with any updated state building code unless the 
structure is substantially remodeled or rebuilt." [1989 c 313 § 1.]  

 
RCW 19.27.190 
Indoor air quality -- Interim and final requirements for maintenance.  

(1)(a) Not later than January 1, 1991, the state building code council, in consultation with 
the department of community, trade, and economic development, shall establish interim 
requirements for the maintenance of indoor air quality in newly constructed residential 
buildings. In establishing the interim requirements, the council shall take into 
consideration differences in heating fuels and heating system types. These requirements 
shall be in effect July 1, 1991, through June 30, 1993. 
 
     (b) The interim requirements for new electrically space heated residential buildings 
shall include ventilation standards which provide for mechanical ventilation in areas of 
the residence where water vapor or cooking odors are produced. The ventilation shall be 
exhausted to the outside of the structure. The ventilation standards shall further provide 
for the capacity to supply outside air to each bedroom and the main living area through 
dedicated supply air inlet locations in walls, or in an equivalent manner. At least one 
exhaust fan in the home shall be controlled by a dehumidistat or clock timer to ensure 
that sufficient whole house ventilation is regularly provided as needed. 
 
     (c)(i) For new single family residences with electric space heating systems, zero lot 
line homes, each unit in a duplex, and each attached housing unit in a planned unit 
development, the ventilation standards shall include fifty cubic feet per minute of 
effective installed ventilation capacity in each bathroom and one hundred cubic feet per 
minute of effective installed ventilation capacity in each kitchen. 
 
     (ii) For other new residential units with electric space heating systems the ventilation 
standards may be satisfied by the installation of two exhaust fans with a combined 
effective installed ventilation capacity of two hundred cubic feet per minute. 
 
     (iii) Effective installed ventilation capacity means the capability to deliver the 
specified ventilation rates for the actual design of the ventilation system. Natural 
ventilation and infiltration shall not be considered acceptable substitutes for mechanical 
ventilation. 
 
     (d) For new residential buildings that are space heated with other than electric space 
heating systems, the interim standards shall be designed to result in indoor air quality 
equivalent to that achieved with the interim ventilation standards for electric space heated 



homes. 
 
     (e) The interim requirements for all newly constructed residential buildings shall 
include standards for indoor air quality pollutant source control, including the following 
requirements: All structural panel components of the residence shall comply with 
appropriate standards for the emission of formaldehyde; the back-drafting of combustion 
by-products from combustion appliances shall be minimized through the use of dampers, 
vents, outside combustion air sources, or other appropriate technologies; and, in areas of 
the state where monitored data indicate action is necessary to inhibit indoor radon gas 
concentrations from exceeding appropriate health standards, entry of radon gas into 
homes shall be minimized through appropriate foundation construction measures. 
 
     (2) No later than January 1, 1993, the state building code council, in consultation with 
the department of community, trade, and economic development, shall establish final 
requirements for the maintenance of indoor air quality in newly constructed residences to 
be in effect beginning July 1, 1993. For new electrically space heated residential 
buildings, these requirements shall maintain indoor air quality equivalent to that provided 
by the mechanical ventilation and indoor air pollutant source control requirements 
included in the February 7, 1989, Bonneville power administration record of decision for 
the environmental impact statement on new energy efficient homes programs (DOE/EIS-
0127F) built with electric space heating. In residential units other than single family, zero 
lot line, duplexes, and attached housing units in planned unit developments, ventilation 
requirements may be satisfied by the installation of two exhaust fans with a combined 
effective installed ventilation capacity of two hundred cubic feet per minute. For new 
residential buildings that are space heated with other than electric space heating systems, 
the standards shall be designed to result in indoor air quality equivalent to that achieved 
with the ventilation and source control standards for electric space heated homes. In 
establishing the final requirements, the council shall take into consideration differences in 
heating fuels and heating system types.  

[1996 c 186 § 501; 1990 c 2 § 7.] 

NOTES:  

     Findings -- Intent -- Part headings not law -- Effective date -- 1996 c 186: See 
notes following RCW 43.330.904.  

     Effective dates -- 1990 c 2: See note following RCW 19.27.040.  

     Findings -- Severability -- 1990 c 2: See notes following RCW 19.27A.015.  

 
RCW 19.27.490 
Fish habitat enhancement project.  



A fish habitat enhancement project meeting the criteria of RCW 77.55.290(1) is not 
subject to grading permits, inspections, or fees and shall be reviewed according to the 
provisions of RCW 77.55.290.  

[2003 c 39 § 11; 1998 c 249 § 14.] 

NOTES:  

     Findings -- Purpose -- Report -- Effective date -- 1998 c 249: See notes following 
RCW 77.55.290.  

 

 


