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BEFORE THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL

In the Matter of 
Application No. 2004-01

WIND RIDGE POWER PARTNERS,
L.L.C.

WILD HORSE WIND POWER
PROJECT

PETITION FOR INTERVENTION
BY FRIENDS OF WILDLIFE AND
WIND POWER

I.  IDENTIFICATION OF PETITIONER

Friends of Wildlife and Wind Power is a citizens organization comprised of residents

and landowners in eastern Kittitas County.  The organization and its members have an

interest in the successful development of wind power and minimizing and avoiding the

impacts of wind farm development on wildlife.  Members of Friends of Wildlife and Wind

Power own property in close proximity to the proposed Wind Ridge project.  One member

owns 148 acres of land in the same wildlife habitat area approximately five miles east of the

project.
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II.  INTERESTS OF THE PROPOSED INTERVENOR

Friends of Wildlife and Wind Power and its members have an interest in the

successful development of wind power because of its numerous environmental advantages.

Friends recognizes, however, that wind power may have adverse impacts on wildlife.

Friends has an interest in ensuring that impacts to wildlife are minimized or eliminated to

the extent possible.

Members of Friends use the lands which would be adversely impacted by the current

proposed configuration of the Wild Horse Wind Power Project.  Several canyons start on

the ridge on which the northern string of turbines would be located.  These canyons flow

eastward to the Columbia River.  These canyons provide significant habitat for numerous

wildlife species.  Members of Friends use these canyons for numerous recreational pursuits

throughout the year including photography, hiking, and the opportunity to observe wildlife

in its native setting.  Friends of Wildlife and Wind Power have an interest in protecting the

wildlife that use these canyons.

III.  IMPAIRMENT OF INTEREST

The current proposed configuration of the wind generation turbines will have a

significant adverse impact on wildlife and wildlife habitat and will adversely impact the

ability of petitioner and its members to enjoy the benefits of that wildlife.  

Petitioner generally has no objection to the southern string of turbines located along

the ridge of Whiskey Dick Mountain but requests consideration that they be moved slightly

south to reduce their visual impact from the north.  The northern string is proposed in a
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location that will have very significant impacts on wildlife.  The northern string will run

along the headwaters of five canyons important to wildlife: Whiskey Dick Canyon, the

North Fork of Whiskey Dick Canyon, Hartman Canyon, Bryant Canyon, and

Skookumchuck Canyon.  These canyons serve as valuable wildlife habitat, in part because

of the springs that are located at the head of these canyons.  The springs provide an all

important water supply in this arid region.  The canyons provide shelter from major storms,

cover for habitat, while the wind-blown ridge tops provide a snow free area for winter

foraging.  This combination of habitat attributes is rare in this region.  The proposed

northern string of wind generators will disrupt wildlife use of this critical habitat.

The project’s adverse impacts on wildlife and wildlife habitat will impair the wildlife

protection interests of Friends of Wildlife and Wind Power.  The ability of Friends’

members to enjoy wildlife in this setting will be directly and adversely impaired.

Friends of Wildlife and Wind Power seek a realignment of the proposed northern

string of turbines to an area directly to the east and southeast of the southeast portion of the

current project site.  This alternative area for the second turbine string would utilize land

areas from the ridge top of Whiskey Dick Mountain -- the same ridge line used for the

currently proposed southern string south to Highway 10 and easterly.  Friends’ alternative

proposal would simply extend the current proposed southern string further east along the

lands bounded by the Whiskey Dick Mountain ridge on the north and Highway 10 on the

south.
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Friends’ alternative would still allow the project proponent to site turbines in areas

with good energy generation potential.  But this alternative string alignment would

significantly reduce impacts to wildlife and wildlife habitat.  Friends’ proposed alternative

offers the prospect of providing the classic “win-win” solution -- allowing the applicant to

reap the energy benefits of this area but without a significant adverse impact on wildlife.

IV.  INTERVENTION BY FRIENDS WILL NOT 
CREATE DELAY OR PREJUDICE

Friends’ intervention is timely and will not cause any delay in these proceedings or

prejudice the rights of the existing parties.  Friends will coordinate its involvement with

other intervenors, including the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife.

V.  CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the Council should grant the request by Friends of

Wildlife and Wind Power to intervene with regard to the issues of wildlife, wildlife habitat,

alternatives, and related issues.

Dated this 9th day of September, 2004.

Respectfully submitted,

BRICKLIN NEWMAN DOLD, LLP

By: s/ David A. Bricklin            
David A. Bricklin
WSBA No. 7583
Attorneys for Friends of Wildlife and
Wind Power

FOWWP\Petition for Intervention


