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RE:  Bat Acoustic Study -- 2007 
 
 
 
Western EcoSystems Technology, Inc. initiated surveys and monitoring of wildlife 
resources in 2006 within the proposed Whiskey Ridge Wind Resource Area.  A 
supplemental bat acoustic study was conducted in 2007.  Passive Anabat surveys for bats 
were conducted from mid-May through late-October 2007. This document provides a 
Technical Addendum for the 2006 study (see WEST 2007).   
 
Methods 
  
The objective of the bat use surveys was to estimate the seasonal and spatial use of the 
Whiskey Ridge site by bats. Fixed station passive sampling using Anabat® II bat 
detectors (Titley Electronics Pty Ltd., NSW, Australia) coupled with a ZCAIM (zero 
crossings analysis interface module) were used to record bat echolocation calls in the 
project area.  Bat detectors are a recommended method to index and compare habitat use 
by bats (Kunz et al. 2007a).  Four survey stations were established in the project area 
covering two anemometer locations, a forest area, and a spring-fed wetland site.  Two 
anabats were fixed at anemometer locations and a third was alternated by week between 
the forest and wetland site.  Anabat unit malfunctioning required some additional rotation 
among survey stations.  
 
Anabat detectors record bat echolocation calls with a broadband microphone.  The 
echolocation sounds are then translated into frequencies audible to humans by dividing 
the frequencies by a predetermined ratio.  A division ratio of 16 was used for the study.  
Bat echolocation detectors also detect other ultrasonic sounds made by insects, raindrops 
hitting vegetation, and other sources.  A sensitivity level of six was used to reduce 
interference from these other sources of ultrasonic noise.  The calls were recorded via the 
ZCAIM which uses a compact flash memory card with large storage capacity.  The 
Anabat detectors were placed inside plastic weather-tight containers with a hole cut in the 
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side of the container for the microphone to extend through.  Microphones were encased 
in PVC tubing with drain holes that curved vertically outside the container to minimize 
the potential for water damage due to rain.  A similar setup was used with drybags for the 
forest and anemometer locations (hanging vertically with PVC curved upright).  The 
Anabat units were elevated approximately one meter above ground to minimize echo 
interference and elevate the units above vegetation, and were programmed to turn on each 
night approximately ½ hour before sunset and turn off approximately ½ hour after 
sunrise. 
 
For this study, bat passes were the units of activity.  The absolute abundance of bats 
within a study area cannot be determined through acoustic sampling, and bat pass data 
represent levels of bat activity rather than numbers of individuals.  A pass is defined as a 
series of echolocation calls produced by an individual bat, and consists of a continuous 
series of > 2 call notes with no pauses between call notes of > 1 second.  The number of 
bat passes was determined by downloading the data files to a computer and tallying the 
number of echolocation passes recorded.  Bat calls were grouped as high frequency (≥35 
kHz) calls, which are generally given by small-bodied bats (e.g., Myotis spp., western  
pipistrelle) and low frequency (<35 kHz) calls, which are generally given by larger bats 
(e.g., big brown bat, silver-haired bat, and hoary bat).   
 
The total number of bat calls, regardless of species group, was used as an index to bat use 
of the project area. To evaluate potential for bat mortality (i.e., low, moderate, high), the 
mean number of bat passes per detector-night was compared to existing data at wind-
energy facilities where both bat activity and mortality levels have been measured.  
  
Results 
 
In total, 2950 bat calls were recorded between May 17th and October 30th, 2007.  The 
mean number of calls per detector-night across the entire study period was 14.97.  Calls 
per detector-night varied by location and date.  The number of calls per detector night 
was highest in late July at the wetland site (“Basalt”) and also at the forest area 
(“PineGrove”) throughout early September (Figure 1).  Malfunctioning Anabat units 
limited continuous data coverage and provided unequal sampling effort among survey 
stations.  However, one of the two anemometer stations (Met 1) provided 124 nights of 
data for the 167 day study period.  The Met 1 site had much lower bat activity than the 
wetland and forest site, even though the latter sites had substantially less survey nights of 
data; 51 nights combined (Figure 2).     
 
Calls were grouped into low frequency and high-frequency calls which roughly 
correspond with large-bodied and small-bodied bats respectively.  High-frequency calls 
were the most commonly recorded (Figure 3) suggesting greater relative abundance of 
small bats such as mouse–eared bats (Myotis spp).  Low-frequency bats such as big 
brown bat (Eptisecus fuscus), silver-haired bat (Lasionycteris noctivagans), and hoary bat 
(Lasiurus cinereus) were less commonly detected (Figure 3).    
 



 3

Discussion 
 
The results presented here are designed to give Whiskey Ridge Power Partners, LLC an 
early warning if unusual results (e.g., very high call rates) or species of concern are 
documented during the season of interest.  To date, monitoring studies of wind projects 
have shown a common trend in bat mortality.  Specifically, increased fatality occurs 
among migrant bats species during the post-breeding or fall migration season (roughly 
August and September), and this pattern has been documented at wind energy facilities 
across North America (see Johnson 2005).  Anabat sampling at Whiskey Ridge was 
timed to occur before and during this period of highest risk to bats.  The results of the 
Anabat sampling indicate low bat use during the late summer to early fall study period at 
the anemometer sites, where wind turbines would likely occur.  In contrast, high numbers 
of bat passes, in particular high-frequency species, were documented at the wetland and 
forest sites during late summer and early fall.  Although the timing of this event is 
consistent with the period when bat mortality at wind projects is greatest, species with 
high-frequency calls do not generally comprise the majority of wind project fatalities.     
 
Risk to bats from turbines appears to be unequal across species and seasons.  Some 
studies have shown apparent low risk from turbines to resident bat populations (Johnson 
et al. 2004) while others have shown that nightly mortality is not strongly associated with 
nightly Anabat call rates (Nicholson 2002, 2003).  Some studies of wind projects have 
recorded both Anabat detections per night and bat mortality (Table 1).  The number of bat 
calls per night, as determined from Anabat detectors, shows a rough correlation with bat 
mortality but may be misleading because of the few number of sites evaluated (4), and 
effort, timing of sampling, species recorded, and detector settings (equipment and 
locations) varied among studies.  
 
The number of bat calls detected per night at the Whiskey Ridge project area was highest 
in July and September for high-frequency species, and highest in September for low-
frequency species.  The placement of Anabats in this study at ground level (1 meter 
above ground) may be biased against detecting low frequency migratory bats that are 
most commonly found as fatalities in the Pacific Northwest.  Fatality studies of bats at 
wind projects in the U.S. have shown a peak in mortality in August and September and 
generally lower mortality earlier in the summer (see Johnson 2005).  While the survey 
efforts varied among the studies, those that combine Anabat surveys and fatality surveys 
showed a general association between the timing of increased bat call rates and timing of 
mortality, with both call rates and mortality peaking during the fall (Table 1).  It is 
expected that timing of bat mortality at the Whiskey Ridge project area would be similar 
to the other studies in the U.S., with the peak of mortality likely occurring in the fall 
season 

Species Identification 
Interspecific (between species) variation in echolocation call structure exists among bat 
species providing a means by which to distinguish species; however, significant variation 
can exist intraspecifically (within species) among individuals and populations, 
confounding species identification from echolocation calls (Broders et al. 2004).  
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Additionally, individual bats vary calls based on factors such as habitat, behavior, and 
presence of other bats, further confounding species identification (Barclay and Brigham 
2004, Wund 2006).   
 
For this study, recorded bat calls were divided into low (<35 kHz) and high (≥35 kHz) 
frequency calls as an index to species variation in the study area.  During the study 
period, substantially greater high frequency bat calls were recorded, indicating higher 
relative abundance of small bats such as Myotis species.  Other bat species such as 
eastern red bat and eastern pipistrelle have been recorded as fatalities at wind projects in 
eastern North America in much greater abundance than Myotis species (Johnson 2005, 
Arnett et al. 2005).  Similarly, in the Pacific Northwest low frequency bat species such as 
silver-haired bat and hoary bat fatalities at wind projects have been recorded in much 
greater abundance than Myotis species (e.g., Erickson et al. 2000, 2003, 2004; Young et 
al. 2006, 2007).  Species of bats that produce low frequency calls tend to be larger-
bodied, with higher wing-loading and less maneuverability.  As a result, they generally 
are strong, fast fliers that forage in open areas with less vegetative clutter.  Species with 
high wing-loading also tend to be long-distance migrants, many of which appear to be 
particularly susceptible to collisions with wind turbines (Johnson 2005, Kunz et al. 
2007b).   

Potential Impacts 
The mean number of bat passes per detector night at the Whiskey Ridge project area is 
higher than similar data collected at Buffalo Ridge, Minnesota and Foote Creek Rim, 
Wyoming, where bat collision mortality was low.  When comparing the rates at the 
anemometer locations, the rates are very similar to those observed at those sites.  The 
overall rate, including the wetland and forest sites in the average, is still much lower than 
that recorded at sites in West Virginia and Tennessee where bat mortality rates were high 
(Table 1). Based on the relatively small numbers of low frequency calls recorded at the 
Whiskey Ridge project area, it appears that long-distance migrants were not very 
common at low elevations during the period sampled.  Low numbers of bats have been 
found at the adjacent Wild Horse project (WEST 2007b), which strongly supports the 
conclusion that the potential impacts to bats from a wind project built at the Whiskey 
Ridge site are not expected to be greater than other regional wind projects.  Additional 
information regarding this assessment may be found in WEST (2007a).   
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Table 1.  Wind Projects in the U.S. with Pre-Project Anabat Sampling Data and Post-
Construction Mortality Data for Bat Species. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Project Area 

 
Study Period 

Detector 
nights 

Bat activity 
(#/detector/night) 

Mortality 
(bats/turbine/yr)

Mountaineer, WV Aug 1-Sep 14, 2004 33 38.3 38.0 
Top of Iowa, IA Sep 4-Oct 9, 2003;  

May 26-Sep 24, 2004 
42 34.9 10.2 

Foote Creek Rim, WY Jun 15-Sep 1, 2000-01 39 2.2 1.3 
Buffalo Ridge, MN Jun 15-Sep 1, 2001  216 2.1 2.2 
Buffalo Mountain, TN Apr 1-Sep 30, 2001-02  149 23.7 20.8 
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Figure 1.  Nightly bat activity at the proposed Whiskey Ridge Wind Project area, 
May 17 through October 30, 2007.  
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Figure 2.  Spatial bat activity at the proposed Whiskey Ridge Wind Project area, 
May 17 through October 30, 2007.  
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Figure 3.  High-frequency (HF bats) and low-frequency (LF bats) bat activity at the 
proposed Whiskey Ridge Wind Project area, May 17 through October 30, 2007.  
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