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Responses to Comment Submission 22,  
Letter from Curt Leigh, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 
 
 
 

22-1. Please see response to comment 19-32. 

22-2. Please see response to comment 19-33 and updated text in 
Chapter 3, Section 3.4 of this Final EIS.  Per an agreement with 
WDFW, the applicant will monitor the wetlands, attempt to 
maintain wetland hydrology, and investigate alternative mitigation 
should dewatering occur. 

22-3. See updated text in Chapter 3, Section 3.4 of this Final EIS.  Per an 
agreement with WDFW, the applicant will monitor revegetation 
success and provide documentation to EFSEC and WDFW on 
monitoring and meeting performance standards. 
 
Concerning shrub-steppe habitat replacement, the jurisdictional 
authorities would determine the required ratios, if any.  The 
Settlement Agreement between the applicant and WDFW 
addresses these issues. 

22-4. The mitigation provided in Appendix A has been updated. 

22-5. Please see Appendix A, Mitigation Measures, “Construction 
Timing and Construction Avoidance Areas.” 

22-6. Please see Appendix A, Mitigation Measures, “Construction 
Timing and Construction Avoidance Areas.” 

22-7. The Draft EIS did not consider that there were other irrigators 
using water pumped from Casey Slough and therefore the pump 
would continue to operate.  The EIS text has been updated 
accordingly; see Chapter 3 of this Final EIS, Section 3.7. 

22-8. The impacts to fish-eating birds and other predators due to the loss 
of prey base from the seasonally dewatered Pond A is considered 
minimal because the pond is located adjacent to the Columbia 

River and the McNary Wildlife Refuge where ample food sources 
are available. 

22-9. The applicant has provided funding to a private third party who 
will use this funding, in cooperation with the Department of 
Ecology, to restore and enhance approximately 145 acres of 
riparian habitat along the Walla Walla River.  Information about 
this agreement is included in Chapter 3, Section 3.4 of this Final 
EIS. 




