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Responses to Comment Submission 20,  
Letter from Paul Shampine, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District 

 
 
 
 

20-1. References to the “McNary State Wildlife Recreation Area” have 
been changed to the “Wallula Habitat Management Unit (HMU)” 
as described in Section 3.11, Chapter 3 of this Final EIS. 

20-2. The additional transmission line would be located west of the 
existing transmission line.  The area predominantly used for 
hunting is east of the existing transmission line.  Hunters already 
must limit shooting in a westerly direction from that area, and the 
addition of the new line will not change the existing condition.  
The area west of the existing line is a sanctuary where hunting is 
not allowed.  The new line would not displace any habitat that is 
used by the waterfowl or hunters. 

20-3. Please see responses to comments 20-4 and 25-32. 

20-4. Mitigation for bird losses has been addressed.  Bird diverters 
would be installed on the ground wires of the new line where it 
crosses the Habitat Management Unit.  The new line would be 
designed so that the conductors would parallel the existing line at a 
similar height, thus reducing the vertical width of the barrier to 
birds that would be crossing the area.  Locating the new line next 
to an existing line is also a proven strategy for reduction of bird 
strikes (APLIC 1994). 

In addition, Bonneville is negotiating with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on potential further mitigation for the cumulative 
impact of several generation and transmission line projects on bird 
and habitat losses. 




