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WETLANDS

The god isto avoid impacts to wetlands. However, if avoidance is not practicable, then the
project should minimize the impacts and compensate for the impacts by providing mitigation.

l. DESIGNATION AND RATING WETLANDS

A.

Designating wetlands. Wetlands are those areas, designated in accordance with
the Washington State Wetland I dentification and Delineation Manual, that are
inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at afrequency and duration
aufficient to support, and that under norma circumstances to support, a prevalence
of vegetation adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.

Wetland ratings. Wetlands shal be rated according to the Department of Ecology
wetland rating system found in the Washington State Wetland Rating System
documents (Western Washington, Ecology Publication #93-74, Eastern
Washington. Ecology Publication 91-58), as revised.

. COMPENSATORY MITIGATION REQUIREMENTS

A.

Compensatory mitigation. In cases where avoidance is not practicable,
impacts should be minimized and compensatory mitigation should be
provided.

Mitigation shall achieve equivalent or greater functions.
Compensatory mitigetion for dterations to wetlands shal achieve equivdent
or greater wetland functions. Mitigation plans shdl be consstent with the
Department of Ecology Guidelines for Development Freshwater
Wetlands Mitigation Plans and Proposals, 1994, as revised.

Compensation for wetland area. Wetland mitigation actions shdl not
result in anet loss of wetland area except when the following criteriaare
met:

1. The lost wetland area provides minima functions and the mitigetion action(s)
resultsin anet gain in wetland functions as determine by a Ste-specific
function assessment; or

2. The logt wetland area provides minimal functions as determined by a
Ste-gpecific function assessment and other replacement habitats provide
greater benefits to the functioning of the watershed, such asriparian habitat
restoration and enhancemen.
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Compensation for wetland functions. Mitigation actions shall address
functions affected by the dteration to achieve equa or greater hydrologic
and biologicd functions, and shdl provide smilar wetland functions as those
logt, except when:

1. The logt wetland provides minima functions as determined by a Ste-specific
function assessment and the proposed mitigation action(s) will provide
functions shown to be limiting within awatershed through aformd
watershed assessment plan or protocoal; or

2. Out-of-kind replacement will best meet formally identified regiond gods,
such as replacement of higtoricaly diminished wetland types.

Preference of compensatory mitigation actions. Mitigation actions that
require compensation shal be approved according to the following order of
preference:

1. Restoring wetlands on upland sites that were formerly wetlands.

2. Creating wetlands on disturbed upland sites such as those with vegetative
cover conssting primarily of exotic introduced species.

3. Enhancing sgnificantly degraded wetlands.
4. Preserving high-qudity wetlands that are under imminent threst.
Wetlands enhancement as mitigation

1. Impacts to wetlands may be mitigated by enhancement of exigting
significantly degraded wetlands. Applicants proposing to enhance wetlands
must identify how enhancement will increase the functions of the degraded
wetland and how thisincrease will adequately mitigate for the loss of
wetland areaand function a the impact Ste. An enhancement proposal
must dso show whether existing wetland functions will be reduced by the
enhancement actions.

Wetland preservation as mitigation. Impactsto wetlands may be mitigated by
preservation of wetland areas, protected in a separate tract or easement, when used
in combination with other forms of mitigation such as creetion, restoration, or
enhancement at the preservation Site or at a separate location. Preservation may
a0 be usad by itsdf, if the following conditions are met:

Exhibit C(9)(a)—Report to IJm Luce, Chair, Washington Energy Facility Ste Evauation Council
Page 2 of 6 Wetlands Standard (1)



oo ~NOoO o b WN P

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19

20

21
22

23
24
25

26
27

28
29

30

Presarvation is used as aform of mitigation only after the sandard
sequencing of mitigation (avoid, minimize, and then compensate) has
been applied;

Creation, restoration, and enhancement opportunities have dso
been conddered, and preservation is the best mitigation option;

Preservation of a high quaity syssem occursin the same Water
Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) or awatershed where the
wetland impact occurs;

Preservation stesinclude buffer areas adequate to protect the
habitat and its functions from encroachment and degradation;

The preservation Steis determined to be under imminent thredt,
specificaly, stes with the potentid to experience a high rate of
undesirable ecological change due to on- or off-dte activities.
(“Potentid” includes permitted, planned, or likely actionsthet are
not adequately protected under existing regulations [for example,
logging of forested wetlands]); and

The area proposed for preservation is of high quality and critica for
the hedlth of the watershed or basin. Some of the following features
may beindicative of high qudity Stes

a Category | or 11 wetland rating;

b. Rare wetland type (for example, bogs, mature forested
wetlands, estuaries);

C. Habitat for threatened or endangered species;
d. Wetland type that israre in the areg;
e Provides biologicd and/or hydrological connectivity;

f. High regiond or watershed importance (for example, listed
as priority dte in watershed plan); and

s} Large sze with high species diversity (plants and/or animals)
and/or high abundance.

Preferencefor location of mitigation. Mitigation actions shdl be conducted in
an appropriate location to adequately replace lost functions as determined above.
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The following sequence of steps should be undertaken to determine if alocation will
have ahigh likelihood of success due to an adequate source of water, ability to
control invasive species, appropriate adjacent land uses and development
pressures, adequate buffers, connectivity to other habitats and other relevant
factors:

1. An evauation of on-Ste opportunities,

2. An evduation of opportunities within the same sub-basin or Watershed
Assessment Unit;

3. An evduation of opportunities within the same Water Resource Inventory
Area(WRIA)

4, Mitigation actions shdl not be located outside of the same WRIA unless

a Regiona or watershed goals for water qudity, flood or conveyance,
habitat or other wetland functions have been formaly established
and strongly judtify location of mitigetion at another Site; or

b. Credits from a gtate certified wetland mitigation bank are used as
mitigation and the use of credits is consstent with the terms of the
bank’s certification.

l. Mitigation timing. Where feasble, mitigation projects shal be completed
prior to activities that will disturb wetlands. In dl other cases, mitigation
shdl be completed immediately following disturbance and prior to use or
occupancy of the activity or development. Congruction of mitigation
projects shal be timed to reduce impacts to existing wildlife and flora

The Council may authorize temporary dday, in completing minor construction and
landscaping when environmenta conditions could produce a high probability of failure or Sgnificant
congruction difficulties. The ddlay shdl not create or perpetuate hazardous conditions or
environmental damage or degradation, and the delay shdl not be injurious to the hedlth, safety and
generd wedfare of the public.

[11.  WETLAND BUFFERS

A. Standard buffer widths. The Council shal require gppropriate buffer widthsin
accordance with the recommendations of aqualified professord biologist and the
best available science on a case-by- case basis to protect wetland functions and
values based on site-specific characteridtics.
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Wetland buffer width averaging. The Council may dlow modification of a
uniform wetland buffer width in accordance with the recommendetion of a qudified
professond biologist and the best available science on a case-by-case basis by
averaging buffer widths. Averaging of buffer widths may only be alowed where a
qudified wetlands professond demondrates that:

1. It will not reduce wetland functions or vaues;

2. The wetland contains variationsin sengtivity dueto exising physicd
characteristics or the character of the buffer variesin dope, soils, or
vegetation, and the wetland would benefit from awider buffer in places and
would not be adversdly impacted by a narrower buffer in other places.

3. The totd area contained in the buffer area after averaging is no less than that
which would be contained within the stlandard buffer.

M easurement of wetland buffers. All buffers shdl be measured from the
wetland boundary as surveyed in thefield. The width of the wetland buffer shal be
determined according to the wetland category and the proposed land use.

Buffer conditions shall be maintained. Wetland buffers shdl beretained in an
undisturbed condition.

Buffer uses. Thefollowing uses may be permitted within awetland buffer,
provided they are conducted in amanner 0 as to minimize impacts to the buffer
and adjacent wetland:

1. Conservation and restoration activities. Conservation or restoration
activitiesaimed a protecting the soil, weter, vegetation, or wildlife;

2. Passiverecreation. Passve recregtion fadilities including:
a Wadkways and tralls;

b. Wildlife viewing structures and fishing access areas, provided that
these facilities and their accesstrails are the minimal necessary to
provide access and only if they are consstent with protecting the
functions and vaues of the wetland.

3. Stormwater management facilities. Stormwater management facilities,
limited to sormwater dispersion outfals and bioswaes, may be alowed
within wetland buffers, provided that

a No other location is feasble; and
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b. The location of such facilities will not degrade the functions or
vaues of the wetland.
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