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FACT SHEET

Kittitas Valley Wind Power Project
Addendum to Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Lead Agency and Responsible Official: Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC);
Allen Fiksdal, EFSEC Manager, 925 Plum Street SE, Building 4, P.O. Box 43172; Olympia, WA
98504-3172; (360) 956-2152.

Abstract: Sagebrush Power Partners LLC (or Applicant) proposes to construct and operate up to
80 wind turbines that would generate up to 246 megawatts (MW) of wind power in Kittitas
County, Washington. The proposed project would occupy between 93 and 118 acres of land on
either side of US 97 roughly halfway between Ellensburg and Cle Elum, Washington.

The project also includes: (1) approximately 19 miles of new roads and improvements to roughly
7 miles of existing roads, (2) approximately 23 miles of underground and 2 miles of overhead
34.5-kilovolt (kV) electrical power lines, (3) two new substations, (4) an approximately 5,000-
square-foot operations and maintenance facility, and (5) up to nine permanent meteorological
towers.

EFSEC issued a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in December 2003, and a Draft
Supplemental EIS in August 2004. In October 2005 Sagebrush Power Partners LLC submitted a
Development Activities Application (DAA) to Kittitas County to attempt to resolve the project’s
inconsistency with local land use plans and zoning regulations. In the DAA, the Applicant has
revised the layout of wind generator turbine strings to reduce the impacts of the project.

The purpose of this Addendum to the Draft EIS is to: update the project description; to determine
whether the significance of any identified unavoidable adverse impacts has changed from the
assessment made in the Draft EIS or Draft Supplemental EIS; and to identify any new significant
adverse environmental impacts that may be caused as a result of the project layout revision.

Proposal’s Sponsor: Sagebrush Power Partners LLC, a subsidiary of Horizon Wind Energy,
Houston, Texas.

Date of Implementation: The start of construction depends on the date the governor of
Washington approves and executes the Site Certification Agreement for this project.
Construction would begin no sooner than the late summer of 2006, and would last for
approximately one year.

List of Possible Permits, Approvals, and Licenses: EFSEC is the sole non-federal agency
authorized to permit the proposed project. For informational purposes, Table 1-2 of the
December 2003 Draft EIS lists the major state and local permitting requirements preempted by
EFSEC, as well as federal requirements. Not all listed permits and approvals may be required.
The EFSEC Site Certification Agreement would provide construction and operational
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requirements and all other relevant local and Washington state permits and approvals for the
project.

Authors and Principal Contributors to the EIS: Shapiro and Associates, Inc., an independent
consultant to EFSEC, was the principal author of the Draft EIS. EFSEC staff prepared the Draft
Supplemental EIS and the Addendum to the Draft EIS.

Subsequent Environmental Review:  Adjudicative Hearings (March 2006)
Final EIS (Summer 2006)

Date of Final Lead Agency Action: After EFSEC deliberates on the facts, testimony, and EIS
contents, it will send a recommendation to the governor of the state of Washington to approve or
deny the project (expected in the summer of 2006). The governor has 60 days to accept or reject
the recommendation or to remand the recommendation to EFSEC for further investigation.

Contact for Additional Information:

Irina Makarow, Siting Manager

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
925 Plum Street SE, Building 4

P.O. Box 43172

Olympia, WA 98504-3172

(360) 956-2047

irinam@cted.wa.gov

Location of Background Information: You may access this Draft EIS, Draft Supplemental
EIS, and the Addendum to the Draft EIS and find additional information about the project on the
EFSEC Web site at www.efsec.wa.gov. Copies of the Kittitas Valley Wind Power Project
Application for Site Certification, EFSEC No. 2003-01, and the EIS documents are available for
public review at the following locations:

Ellensburg Public Library Carpenter Memorial Washington State Library
209 North Ruby St (Cle Elum) Library Joel M. Pritchard Library
Ellensburg, WA 98926 302 Pennsylvania Ave Point Plaza East
(509) 962-7250 Cle Elum, WA 98922-1196 6880 Capitol Blvd

(509) 674-2313 Tumwater, WA, 98504-2460
Brooks Library (360) 704-5200
Central Washington
University Energy Facility
400 E. University Way Site Evaluation Council
Ellensburg, WA, 98926 925 Plum Street SE, Building 4
(509) 963-1021 Olympia, WA, 98504-3172
(800) 290-3327 (360) 956-2121

Cost of Addendum to the EIS Copy to the Public: There will be no cost for copies of the
Addendum to the Draft EIS.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1 What is the Kittitas Valley Wind Power Project?

The Kittitas Valley Wind Power Project (KVWPP) is a wind turbine generation facility being
proposed in Kittitas County, Washington, by Sagebrush Power Partners LLC (the Applicant), a
limited liability corporation wholly owned by Horizon Wind Energy'. In January 2003 the
Applicant proposed a project consisting of between 82 and 150 wind turbine generators with a
total nameplate capacity of between 181.5 to 246 megawatts (MW). The project would be
located on open ridgetops on each side of US 97 roughly halfway between Ellensburg and Cle
Elum, as shown in Addendum Figure 1-1.

The project would also include the following facilities:

approximately 19 miles of new roads,

improvements to roughly 7 miles of existing roads,

approximately 23 miles of underground 34.5-kV electrical power lines,
approximately 2 miles of overhead 34.5-kV electrical power lines,

two substations,

one 5,000-square-foot operations and maintenance facility with parking, and
up to nine permanent meteorological towers.

The KVWPP would be constructed across a land area of approximately 7,000 acres, although the
actual permanent facility footprint would comprise between 93 to 118 acres of land under the
middle and lower end scenarios, respectively. The majority of the KVWPP site and the proposed
interconnect points lie on privately owned lands; five parcels are owned by the Washington State
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The Applicant has obtained wind option agreements
with landowners for all private lands within the project site boundary necessary for project
installation. In June 2003, the Applicant executed a lease agreement for use of the DNR property
in the project area.

1.2 Background — Where is EFSEC’s Review Process?

On January 13, 2003, the Applicant filed Application for Site Certification (ASC)
No. 2003-01 with the Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC). The
Applicant chose to receive certification of the KVWPP according to the Revised Code of
Washington (RCW) 80.50.060. EFSEC has jurisdiction over the evaluation of major energy
facilities including the proposed project. As such, EFSEC will recommend approval or denial of
the proposed wind facility to the governor of Washington after completing the environmental
review.

Since January 2003, EFSEC has initiated and/or completed a number of review steps:

! In the summer of 2005, Zilkha Renewable Energy was purchased by the Goldman Sachs Group, and the Zilkha
company name was subsequently changed to “Horizon Wind Energy” (Taylor 2005)
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o EFSEC reviewed the Application for consistency with its requirements in Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 463-42;

e EFSEC began conducting an environmental review in accordance with the Washington
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) and EFSEC’s SEPA Rules (Chapter 463-47
WAC);

e EFSEC held an information and scoping meeting, and a land-use hearing on March 12,
2003.

e EFSEC issued a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for public comment in
December 2003 (Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 2004a);

e EFSEC issued a Draft Supplemental EIS addressing the analysis of off-site alternatives
(Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 2004b);

e EFSEC held public hearings on both the Draft EIS and Draft Supplemental EIS;

o EFSEC began an adjudicative Process as required by its laws, with an adjudicative
hearing scheduled for March 2006.

In February 2004, the Applicant filed a request for preemption of local land use plans and zoning
ordinances with EFSEC. However, during the summer of 2005, the Applicant informed EFSEC
that it would submit a new Development Activities Application (DAA) to Kittitas County,
seeking a determination of consistency with local land-use plans and ordinances in accordance
with WAC 463-28-020. The applicant submitted a DAA to the County in August 2005, and on
October 27, 2005, Kittitas County initiated its own review process (Sagebrush Power Partners
LLC 2005). In conjunction with the County review process, the Applicant withdrew its request
for preemption before EFSEC.

1.3 Proposed 2005 KVWPP Layout Revisions — What is Different?

The Applicant presented revisions to the project description and turbine layout in the October
2005 DAA. The Applicant proposed the revisions to address concerns raised by the County and
by the public through the SEPA review undertaken by EFSEC. EFSEC staff reviewed the DAA
to determine whether additional information would be required to ensure a complete review
under SEPA by the EFSEC. A detailed revised project description is given in Chapter 2 of this
Addendum. The major changes to the project are also summarized below. It should be noted, that
the revised turbine layout is not an alternative to the original layout proposed by the Applicant,
but replaces the layout originally proposed.

The most probable scenario is now in the Middle to Lower End Scenario range.

The Applicant requested certification of a range of wind generation turbine sizes, within a
specific turbine layout footprint. The Draft EIS identified three scenarios to capture the full range
of potential impacts to the environment:

e Lower End Scenario: The lower end scenario represents the project configuration with the
lowest number of turbines erected. For turbines with a nameplate capacity of 3 MW each, up
to 82 turbines would be used for a total nameplate capacity of 246 MW.

e Middle Scenario: For turbines with a nameplate capacity of 1.5 MW each, 121 turbines
would be used for a total nameplate capacity of 181.5 MW.
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e Upper End Scenario: The upper end scenario represents the project configuration with the
highest number of turbines erected. For turbines with a nameplate capacity of 1.3 MW each,
up to 150 turbines would be used for a total nameplate capacity of 195 MW.

With their DAA, the Applicant now brings forward the range of the Middle to Lower End
Scenario as that most probable to be constructed. It is unlikely that the Upper End Scenario (1.3
MW turbines) would be constructed. Regardless of whether the Middle or Lower End Scenario is
chosen, the project would consist of no more than 80 turbines.

Changes have been made to certain turbine string corridors.

The Applicant has also moved or removed portions of the strings from the turbine corridors
originally proposed. The revised KVWPP layout is shown in Addendum Figure 2-1. A
comparison of Addendum Figure 2-1 with Figure 2-1 of the Draft EIS shows the following
differences:

Addendum Table 1-1: Summary of Revisions to Turbine String Layout

Turbine String Revision to Layout

A The previous string A and the northern portion of the previous string D have
been re-oriented into a revised string “A”, located in the northwest corner of
Township Section 16.

B Turbine string B is in the same location; there will be fewer turbines sited
along this string.

C Turbine string C is in the same location; there will be fewer turbines sited
along this string.

D The north portion of string D has been re-oriented and incorporated into string
A. The southern portion of string D has been eliminated.

E Turbine string E is in the same location; there will be fewer turbines sited
along this string.

F Turbine string F is in the same location; there will be fewer turbines sited
along this string.

G The north portion of turbine string G has been eliminated; there will also be
fewer turbines sited along this string.

H The northern portion of turbine string H has been eliminated.

I The northern portion of turbine string I has been extended.

J Turbine string J is in the same location; there will be fewer turbines sited along
this string.

Source. Sagebrush Power Partners LLC 2005.

The DAA also corrects the location of construction and permanent road access to turbine string
“G” on the east side of US 97. The Applicant had previously agreed to relocate this acess to
address concerns raised by the Washington State Department of Transportation (see Section
3.10.2 of the Draft EIS).
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Setbacks from residences and property lines have been increased.

The Applicant incorporated minimum setbacks into the proposed project layout based on safety,
avoidance of nuisance concerns, and industry standards. In the revised DAA, the Applicant has
increased the setback from property lines of neighboring landowners without project agreements
from 50 feet to 541 feet beyond the tip of the blade at its closest point to the property line. The
complete list of setbacks is given in Section 2.2 of this Addendum.

14 What is the Purpose of this Addendum?

This document is a SEPA Addendum to the KVWPP Draft EIS. It is being issued by EFSEC
according to WAC 197-11-625. The purpose of this Addendum is to update the project
description. Chapter 3 of this Addendum documents the results of the analysis performed to:

1) confirm that impacts resulting from the revisions to the turbine layout were already
analyzed and documented in the Draft EIS or Draft Supplemental EIS;

2) if the impacts were not analyzed, present new information about the impacts that was
submitted by the Applicant to EFSEC in support of the revised KVWPP layout;

3) evaluate whether the changes to the KVWPP layout would have a probable significant
adverse environmental impact on any element of the environment that could not be
mitigated;

4) determine whether the significance of any identified unavoidable adverse impacts has
changed from the assessment made in the Draft EIS or Draft Supplemental EIS.

The Addendum will not repeat information presented in the Draft and Supplemental Draft EIS
that has not changed as a result of the revision to the turbine layout, unless such clarification is
helpful for context. In order to assist the reader to identify the project elements that have
changed, text relating to changes to the project has been underlined in sections that substantially
repeat information originally presented in the Draft EIS.

The Addendum was prepared by EFSEC staff, based on review of the documents regarding the
revised KVWPP layout submitted by the Applicant. Only new document references are listed in
Chapter 4 of this Addendum. Documents previously referenced in the Draft EIS and Draft
Supplemental EIS are not re-listed in Chapter 4 of the Addendum.

1.5 Does the Revised KVWPP Layout Cause or Change the Significance of Any
Adverse Environmental Impact?

Section 1.10 of the Draft EIS identified two areas of the environment where a significant adverse
environmental impact might occur: cultural resources and visual resources.

At the time the Draft EIS was published, the indirect visual impacts on potentially affected
cultural resources in the immediate project vicinity were not yet determined. The determination
depended upon receipt of requested information from the Washington State Office of
Archaeology and Historic Preservation (OAHP) regarding the boundaries of the “area of
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