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January 10, 2011

Energy Facilities Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Re: Whistling Ridge Energy Project

To Whom This May Concern,

As a native Oregonian who believes in the preservation of an incredible gift to mankind which we know as
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (CRGNSA), | am alarmed and dismayed that anyone would
attempt to establish any facility within that area which would in even the slightest way degrade the purposes for
which the CRGNSA was created. Period. Ithink we all know that greed and indifference are at play here,

The Columbia River Gorge is a national treasure. In recognizing this and to protect it, including
undamaged view and appreciation of every inch of it, in November 1986, Congress recognized the world-class
significance of the Gorge when it passed the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act.

The Scenic Area Act identifies two purposes:
a. To establish a national scenic area to protect and provide for the enhancement of the scenic, cultural,
recreational, and natural resources of the Columbia River Gorge (this includes not permitting any commercial
development that could spoil it); and
b. To protect and suppott the economy of the Columbia River Gorge area by encouraging growth to occur in
existing urban areas and by allowing future economic development in a manner that is consistent with purpose a.,
above.

The Scenic Area lies to the east of Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington. It stretches about 85
miles from the Sandy River in the west to the Deschutes River in the east in Oregon and from Gibbons Creek in
Clark County to a line 4 miles east of Wishram in Washington. For map challenged Oregonians that means from
Troutdale to a point east of The Dalles. One does not need a survey instrument to SEE that the Whistling Ridge
Project violates the CRGNSA visually, and probably audibly, in addition to disturbing, perhaps even damaging
indigenous and transitory wildlife, but in my opinion also violates a national trust.

Bottom Line: Every surface inch of the CRGNSA is a vantage point from which it should be impossible to
see one square inch of a turbine or any object that is foreign to and could serve to degrade it in any way; and
installation of “screening vegetation” to mask a problem/violation would be some kind of sick joke.

If' the slightest bit of ‘fudging’ is allowed, the integrity of and purpose for designation of the CRGNSA will
be compromised and on a slippery slope thereafter, How dare anyone to even think of desecrating something as
beautiful, special and irreplaceable as the Columbia Gorge. The Whistling Ridge Energy Project in its present form
and location will, and must not be allowed. I’'m not against alternative energy — but the CRGNSA isn’t the place for
it,

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

e

Gary rannan
cc. Ms. Judy S. Davis, Commissioner -- Columbia River Gorge Commission
Ms, Jeanette Kloos, President — Friends of the Historic Columbia River Highway
Mr. Rick Till, Conservation Legal Advocate — Friends of the Columbia Gorge
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January 12, 2011
Re: Public testimoney of the proposed Whistling Ridge wind power proposal
Members of the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council,

There are several elements of the Whistling Ridge wind power project that are not on the
table for consideration. We know that proponents failed to include their earlier proposed
expansion onto DNR lands in EIS consideration of their first project proposal. (That
expansions proposal never made it into the public notices of the local Enterprise
newspaper, the paper serving the communities that would have been impacted.) Neither
was the DNR notified about conversion plans from forest use to industrial use when the
proponents applied for cut permits on the project site. This "hide the ball” attitude by
proponents should make you skeptical judges of their proposal, and what they may be
hiding in the wings.

For instance, consider the DNR lands to the north of the proposed project site. We know
that DNR was originally very willing 1o fet SDS place wind machines on their fands
despite it being a Spotted Owl Special Emphasis Area, so you should consider it likely
that DNR will find a way 1o cut a deal with SDS in the future. We know that DNR has
been trading out some of their lands in this area, and now that a spotted owl has been
sighted on DNR property less than two miles form the proposed project site, perhaps the
DNR will decide to dump this property. Also, it is not difficult to solve the owl problem
by eliminating it. When wind power started facing off against hawks and cagles on the
Columbia Hills, not that far o the east of the project site, it became public knowledge
that someone was shooting raptors off of power poles. In shori, we believe that it is sti!
possible - we believe even likely - that SDS still has expansion plans on DNR lands to the
north.

Also, you should know that Klickitat County recently greatly improved and increased the
width of lower Snowden Road going north out of White Salmon, making if possible for
wind power components to travel up this highway. Residential use did not justify these
road improvements, Klickitat County has 2 fong history of providing road infrastructure
for wind power. Also, a large computer communication cable was put up this road,

. providing service way beyond residential needs. SDS owns land near the terminal of the
Snowden Road improvement, and very near the BPA power lines going through this




community, We suspect this is another component of the SDS wind power plan. These
two options- DNR lands and the Snowden SDS lands « could easily be wind power
phases two and three that are being kept from your review.

We are ntot discussing anything unusual here. It is a known fact - and scandal - that this
is exactly what has happened with several proposed Oregon wind power proposals. And
it is going on in Klickitat County, withess Windy Flats and Windy Flats 1. Same
proponents, same developers, same everything; except they claim to have had no
knowledge of the second phase when they did the EIS for the first project. 1t is called,
splitting environmental review to make the impacts look smailer and to get a foot in the
toor.

Proprietary information has been an issue throughout your hearings. One issue that I did
not hear being raised (and one that proponent would likely claim proprietary information
on), is when commitment was made by proponent to wind machines and which machines
were committed to? Do you see why this information might be critical to determining
proponents real intentions for the total project they have in mind? These machines have
to be ordered ahead, and we hear there is quite a backlog. We suspect that proponent had
the larger machines in mind all along when they stated - at the start of you adjndicated
hearing - that they were willing to reduce tower number but increase their size. We
suspect that those machines are already ordered, and that there may be more on order or
optionally ordered for additional phases. We request that you ask SDS for this
information and offer them confidentiality in exchange. This would give you the real
picture of what SDS is actually planning while at the same time protecting their
proprietary rights.

It was interesting hearing the biologists making their strongest point. "No matier what
happens, the site should continue to be studied." We are reminded of the saying, "The
operation was a success, but the patient died." Will the birds using the area, including
the spotted owl, be kifled by the turbine blades or be driven out of the area by the
associated industrial disruptions? "Let's study it and find out," seems to be the attitude.

A related matter concerns mitigation. We believe it to be a matter of extremely poor
judgment to maintain that yon ¢can construct wind power facilities in major known bird
flyways, and not have really significant negative impacts on birds. The Pacific Fiyway
centers north and south along the Cascade Mountains, and a lesser known but stili
important flyway follows the Columbia River through the Gorge. These flyways bisect
over the proposed Whistling Ridge project site. Such a site, like many other wind power
sites within the flyways, are bound to result in bird kills way bevond what is anticipated.
The first - and probably only - Washington Depariment of Fish and Wildlife monitored
eagle was gnickly killed by Klickitat County wind power (Google The Columbian, eagle
kill) and when an independent bird kill study was conducted in Kiickitat County it was
confirmed that the kill rate was many times higher than anticipated (see same siory). The
kill rate was so high that the project would probably have been denied if the true kill rate
had been known ahead of time. But, now it is foo late, a lot of money has been spent,
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those machines are up, and they will not be taken down for years to come. During that
time they will continue their criminal slaughter of birds, We believe that - due to the
prime bird habitat the area provides and becanse of the fiyways - wind power proponents
have resorted to greatly underestimating anticipated bird and bat kills as "standard

operating procedure” for securing wind power permits,

For years wind power proponents have argued that on sife mitigation works, that moving
a few towers actually reduce the bird kills to insignificance. In klickitat County, where
proponents were proven wrong in this argument, they still bluster on and crow about ali
of the on site mitigation measures, none of which saves a single bird.

Whistling Ridge proponents seem to be focusing on off site mitigation to "solve" the
impacts their project would have. Now think about this, The negative inipacts caused by
the project would still happen. That is important. And what about the off sife
mitigation? One of the biologists told you that he saw nothing that would assure the
proposed mitigation sites would be secured long term. Usually, such sites have little use
to the proponent (a swamp is not easily logped) and last until they are needed by the land
owner for some other use. We wonder how this is different from no mitigation at all?
We also wonder how the mitigation sites will aid resident and migrating birds more than
they are already helped? No matter what, there is no net gain in habitat or flyway safety
for the bird, only loss. Focusing on mitigation details tend to obscure these facts.

The Whistling Ridge proposal is not the first wind power facility proposed so close to
rural residential areas. We know of two others - the proposal for Seven Mile Hill above
Mosier, Oregon; and the proposal for Middle Mountain in the Hood River Valley - and
they both faced heavy opposition and failed. We believe they failed because the Oregon
Siting Council and the Hood River County Commissioners realized that there really was
a heavy cost to be paid by residents having to deal with nearby wind power. We have
also read in the Oregonian the story of residents in Union, Oregon voting against a nearby
wind power proposal, and we have read in the Oregonian the 1-2-2011 story "Wind farn
neighbors cash out," a title that pretty much explains itself. We believe it is a disservice
to the rencwable movement to try and site wind power so close to residents. We oppose
such siting attempis as "cruel and tmusual punishment."

Proponenis would like you to believe that some people like nearby wind power, or maybe
it's just that they believe everyone should suck up and drop their "not in my back vard"
stand. We find that people claiming they like nearby wind power are probably doing
their own sucking up, and we do not believe wind power should be in anyone's back yard.
Proponents want you to believe real estate values do not decrease when wind power
moves in. Probably not for the big land owners that have wind power development in
mind like SDS, but they do certainly reduce the value of smaller residential lots, many of
which are view lots, or at least have a nice rural view, In east Klickitat County, where
wind power is King, land owners are known 1o be having a hard time selling their land
since wind power arrived. How much is your tand worth if vou cannot sell it?

2.



Early on I attended an Underwood Community Council meeting about the proposed wind
power project near their community. 1 was disgusted by how Jason Spadero -
representing SDS - tried to control and bully that council, Tt is not easy for a litile
community counci! to stand up to a big powerful corporation like SDS.

At the above mentioned council meeting SDS made sure that a Skamania County PUD
commissioner was there to fell the council how having SDS8's wind project in the area
would assure emergency power for locals if power went out. However Jason Spadero has
told you that the power will go out on the grid, basically to the highest bidder. Ifthe
power goes out, Whistling Ridge would not be able to transmit power either. This was an
out-and-out lie o garmer community support,

You may not reatize that transmissions lines are at the maximum load right now, but
wind power projects continue fo be built. Right now, wind towers are shut down about a
third to one half the time, waiting for open lines. The largest transmission line in the
United States is being proposed between Klickitat County and Los Angeles. The
Northwest's environment is being sacrificed to provide electrical power for California, a
state that has ~ for the most part « called a halt to wind power because of ali the
environmental damage it has done there.

Columbia Gorge Audubon Society urges you to deny the proposed Whistling Ridge
project.

Sincerely,

( [ 7;&,{,.«:,(1,, TLW
Dave Thies, President
Columbia Gorge Audubon Society
P. 0. Box|jli}

White Salmon, WA 98672
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Talburt, Tammy (UTC) 94
From: Dale and Ina Glasgow Jl@gorge.net>
Sent: ' Tuesday, January 18, 2011 10:14 AM
To: Talburt, Tammy (UTC)

Subject: - Fw :

From: Dale and Ina Glasgow .
Sent: Saturday, January 15, 2011 1:330 PM-
To: efsec@utc.wa.goy i il

Re: Whistling Ridge Energy Project

We propose Little Buck Road as an alternative route (from DEIS) off Cook Underwood Road for the
following: ‘ :

5000 20-ton truck loads of construction gravel and sand

2000 concrete mixer truck loads

50 20-ton truck loads of reinforcing steel

many trick loads of water

many low boy trucks to haul caterpiilar tractors, back hoes, front-end loaders, etc.

If this is not possible, all of the 7100 trucks of this major industrial construction project will pass within 50 feet
of the head of our

bed in our home, in addition to many SDS logging and commercial trucks which already use Cook Underwood
Road. We do not think we should have to breathe diesel fumes, listen to the noise, and interact with
congestion. If any of these trucks interfere with or stop an ambulance, what will be the consequences?

Dale W. and ina Glasgow
B Cook Underwood Road
Underwood, WA





