Appendix F  Tribal Consultation



January 29, 2009

Jason Spadaro

President, SDS Lumber Company
P. O. Box 266

Bingen, Washington 98605

RE:  Whistling Ridge Energy Project
Dear Mr. Spadaro,

Thank you for contacting me regarding your proposed wind project and for inviting the Klickitat
Tribe of the Yakama Nation to visit the project area. We have reviewed your proposed project
site and are not aware of any traditional cultural properties or archaeological sites within the
proposed project area.

As Chief of the Klickitat Tribe, locating a wind energy project on your property is acceptable to
us, and we approve and support your proposal.

Please contact me if you need additional information.

Smcerely,

O *7/* ,//15/4/ M{,M&w&%\

Wilbur Slockish
Chief, Klickitat Tribe
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Indian Nation

po Bowx 192
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January 29, 2009

Jason Spadaro

President, SDS Lumber Company
P. O. Box 266

Bingen, Washington 98605

RE:  Whistling Ridge Energy Project
Dear Mr. Spadaro,

Thank you for contacting me regarding your proposed wind project and for inviting the Cascade
Tribe of the Yakama Nation to visit the project area. We have reviewed your proposed project
site and are not aware of any traditional cultural properties or archaeological sites within the
proposed project area.

As Chief of the Cascade Tribe, locating a wind energy project on your property is acceptable to
us, and we approve and support your proposal.

Please contact me if you need additional information.

Sincerely,

ohnny Jackson
Chief, Cascade Tribe
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Indian Nation

PO Toex 190
Und erwood, wa 9 86 5|



February 9, 200
Re: File No. 09-011302

SEPA Center
P.O. Box 47015
Olympia, WA 98504-7015

To Whom It May Concern:

We are the hereditary Chiefs of the Klickitat and Cascades Tribes of the Yakama Nation.
The Columbia River Gorge and its surrounding areas are the homelands of our people.
We are direct descendents of people who have occupied this area for centuries and we
write to express our support for SDS Lumber Company’s proposed wind energy project
including leasing adjacent DNR land for studies of wind resources and energy
development.

In over 60 years in the community, SDS Lumber Company has consistently proven its
commitment to responsible management of resources. We believe it best for the
environment and for our community to allow SDS to develop wind energy on its lands
and to investigate the potential for wind power development on DNR lands as well.

Our Tribes and our Yakama Nation are also committed to the environment. It is in
everyone's interest to make sure that the ever-growing demand for electricity is met in
the most environmentally responsible way possible. We believe that wind power is the
best way to balance the need for more power with the health of the environment.

Building more nuclear plants is unacceptable because of the radioactive byproducts they
create. These wastes leak into the ground and cause serious health problems for our
people living nearby. The mining of uranium through open pit mining and the disposal of
radioactive byproducts have occurred primarily on tribal lands, leaving behind dangers
exposed to our air and our lands contaminated.

We support new ways of making power that don't require building dams on our rivers.
Wind turbines are able to generate electricity from the wind without depleting any
resource, without creating any dangerous byproducts, without creating any air pollution,
without requiring vast quantities of water resources, harming the health of the Columbia
River and our treaty fish resources. From an environmental perspective, wind is the
obvious way to move forward.

Individuals and groups like Save Our Scenic Area and Friends of the Columbia Gorge,
claim that SDS should not be allowed to develop wind energy in this area because it is
near what the federal Government has designated as a National Scenic Area. Our
Tribes were the original protectors of this “Scenic Area”, before Save our Scenic Area or
Friends of the Gorge. The U.S. Government began ruining our scenic resources
hundreds of years ago, and has continued to do so, but we have had accept these
changes in the interest of society. Wind towers do not destroy the natural scenery any
more than the existing highways, cities, transmission lines, dams, trains, cars, air
pollution and people have already done.

We have investigated both the SDS and DNR property and believe there are no cultural,
archaeological or other sensitive resources and that this is an acceptable



place for wind energy to occur. The abundance of wind and existing disturbance such
as the Bonneville Power Administration transmission lines right on the SDS property,
make this a better place for a wind farm than other sites.

Of course, there are questions to ask when deciding whether a site is appropriate for a
wind farm. And while we believe that the parcel of DNR land that SDS is considering is
a suitable place for a wind farm, now is not the time to debate whether it is a good idea.
Right now, the issue is whether SDS should be allowed to study the area’s potential for a
wind energy site. The Columbia River Gorge is a very windy place and we can only
benefit from knowing whether this site has the potential for the wind to be harnessed.

Wind farms are in a position to provide jobs our region desperately needs. Wind farms
are beneficial because in addition to creating jobs during construction and ongoing
operations, they are a source of significant taxes for the local government.

The only issue before DNR today is whether there are potential significant adverse
impacts of installing met towers to be installed on DNR land for research purposes.
Assuming SDS’ research supports proceeding with a project, they will be required to
undertake further analysis of possible project impacts by the relevant permitting agency.
We believe that unless there is definitive evidence that the met towers themselves will
be harmful, the DNR should allow SDS to lease this property.

Sincerely,

Chiet/Jotfiny Jackseh
Casca’ﬁés Tribe of the Yakama Nation
©0 Box 14D

Underwood, Wa 9qg45
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