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Twenty-Five Years of Oil Spills

By Evan Applegate March 13, 2014

crude oil flooded the waterway in what was then the worst environmental disaster in U.S. history. Although the salmon have returned and most of the
spill is gone, stubborn pockets of oil linger at the site even after 25 years and billions of dollars spent on cleanup. The incident spurred tighter
international and U.S. regulations and the construction of sturdier, better-staffed ships. While the safety record of oil tankers has vastly improved, it’s
difficult to prevent outlier events such as the 2010 BP (BP) spill. Where oil goes, spills follow.
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in 2005, More than

What kind of oil gets spilled?* 7 6 m

gallons poured out of
damaged facilities.

| | 8% Gasoline
| 12% Other/nonpetroleum oils
16% Intermediate fuel oils

17% Heavy tuel oils, bunker fuel
46% Crude A J

The Deepwater
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spewed out
almost 20 times
as much crude
as the Valdez.

Who spills oil?
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Interactive Map: The United States of Spills
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Map shows spills over 1,000 gallons of petroleum products in (.S, waters, 1973 to 2012. Graphic by Bloomberg Businessweek. Data: Energy
Information Administration, U.S. Coast Guard Marine Casualty and Pollution Database, International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation

Applegate is a graphics editor for Bloomberg Businessweek in New York. Follow him on Twitter (@evanapplegate.
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