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Q. What is your name, affîliation and occupation?

A. My name is Robert Brigham. I am an enrolled member of the Confederated Tribes of
the Umatilla Indian Reservation. I am a fisherman. I earn my living fishing the Columbia
River, including Zone 6 between Bonneville and McNary dams.

Q. How long have you fished on the Columbia River?

A. I have fished along the Columbia River for over sixty years and I have witnessed many
changes along the river.

Q. What areas of the Columbia River do you fïsh?

A. I fish up and down the Columbia River inZone 6, including scaffold fishing below the
Bridge of the Gods in Cascade Locks, Oregon to gill net fishing around Umatilla, Oregon. I've
been fishing at our scaffold below the Bridge of The Gods for decades. During the late fall, I
fish for salmon from Pine Creek (RM 249) to Alder Creek (RM 257) with set nets. I hsh for
salmon in the fall and I tag sturgeon during December and January. Every year we have a

commercial fishery during February and March in the John Day Pool and I fish from above the
town of Umatilla to Pine Creek. I tend to launch out of Three Mile Canyon for this sturgeon
fishery. When I access the Columbia from the Oregon side, I launch from the McNary Dam at
Umatilla, Three Mile Canyon, Boardman, Irrigon, Patterson Ferry, LaPage, Celilo, Cascade
Locks, and Hood River. V/hen I access the Columbia from the Washington side, I launch from
locations including Pasture Point, Maryhill, Little Celilo (Avery), Lyle, Stevenson, and at the
sports fisher dock at Wind River.
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Q. Have you seen any changes to train traffic along the river that concerns you?

A. I have seen increased train traffic along the river including crude oil trains, transporting
nothing but tanker cars. This train traffic is alarming to me because I have to cross the train
tracks every day I fish in order to exercise my treaty fishing rights on the Columbia River. I
am aware of the dangers the trains pose to tribal fishers. One of my cousins, Michael George, a
Yakama Nation tribal member, was killed on April 29,2010 by a train west of Roosevelt,
Washington. His van was struck while he was by the Columbia River during the fishing
season.

Q. Do you know of any particular spots where crossings are difficult?

A. Tribal members have to cross the tracks at many sites, some without crossing arrns or
any signals at all. One site I access on the Oregon side is just east of Philippi Canyon along
the Union Pacihc line about a mile east of the Philippi Canyon exit on a big rock outcrop into
the river (approximately River i|if.ile 228). There is no crossing arm or signal there. Also, at
our scaffold below the Bridge of the Gods on the Oregon Side there are no crossing arlns or
signals there either.

Q. Have you seen any specific effects of increased rail traffic?

A. I have noticed that there are more train delays than there were in the past. I've had
problems in the past getting to Celilo with parked trains.

Q. Do you have any other concerns regarding increased rail traffïc?

A. I am concerned about train spills on the Columbia and what it could do to the river and
the fisheries. I am concerned about the speed the trains travel, I've seen coal trains fly through
the Arlington area at high speeds. I don't recall a large spill on the Columbia, but with the
increased number of trains, it's only amatter of time.
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