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IN THE MATTER OF:

APPLICATION NO. 20 1 3-O 1

BEFORE THE STATE OF V/ASHINGTON
ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL

CASE NO. 15-001

EXHTBTT NO._ (-TRB)

TESORO SAVAGE, LLC PREFILED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF
AUDIE B. HUBER.

VANCOUVER ENERGY DISTRIBUTION
TERMINAL SPONSORS: CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF

T}IE UMATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION,
CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS
OF TI{E YAKAMA NATION AND
COLUMBIA RIVER INTER-TRIBAL FISH
COMMISSION

UMATILLA INDIAN RESERVATION

Mission, Oregon

Q. Please state your name and occupation.

A. My name is Audie Huber and I am policy staff within the Department of Natural

Resources (DNR) of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR).

My job title is Intergovernmental Affairs Manager (IGAM). My responsibilities include

interaction with federal, state and tribal governments as well as private entities to ensure that

the rights of the CTUIR under the Treaty of 1855 and other laws are protected through policy

development and coordination.

Q. Please briefly summarize your experience and qualifications as related to the

protection of treaty rights.

A. I graduated from Northwestem School of Law at Lewis and Clark College in 1998.

My studies in Law School focused on Federal Indian Law as well as environmental law. I

have worked full time in DNR since 1998, serving first as Acting Deputy Director then as
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IGAM. For 15 years I worked on the In Lieu Treaty Fishing Access project with the four

Columbia River treaty tribes, the Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. That

project focused on identifying, acquiring and constructing fishing sites along the Columbia

River in partial mitigation for those fishing sites inundated by the construction of the

Bonneville, The Dalles and John Day dams. I have been involved in the Kennewick Man

litigation for approaching2} years, involving protecting tribal graves and cultural resources

along the Columbia River. I am responsible for coordinating with various federal land

management agencies which may impact the treaty reserved rights and resources of the

CUTIR as well as regulatory agencies that are responsible to ensure tribal treaty rights are not

impaired by their regulatory actions.

Q. Do you have any specifïc experience with the operation of railroads.

A. Since October of 2011, I have worked closely with Union Pacific Railroad regarding

operations on reservation as well as having to learn about railroad operations generally due to

the Coyote Island Coal Terminal proposed by the Morrow Pacific Project, previously owned

by Ambre Energy North America, in20l2. I was deeply involved in both these projects in

developing policy and interacting with federal and state regulatory agencies with respect to

tribal treaty and statutory rights. I have been part of the CTUIR team working on the Tesoro-

Savage Project since 2013.

As part of that effort, the CTUIR commissioned a report by Hall and Associates to analyze

the potential accident risk related to crude oil trains through the Columbia River Basin, dated

May 10, 2016. That report is attached as Exhibit A to this statement.

Q. In addition to the concerns stated in the Hall and Associates study, what other

concerns about existing or increased rail traffic do you have?
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A. The study does an excellent job of laying out the risks of crude-by-rail. One of the

particular dangers posed on the Columbia River is the high speed of the trains involved along

the river. At many spots above the Dalles Dam, trains are travelingatT} miles per hour. As

the study notes, derailments and breaching can occur at relatively low speeds. At higher

speeds, breaching is much more likely. I am aware of an incident where a rock rolled down

one of the sides of the hill along the Columbia River, striking a Burlington Northem engine,

resulting in a miles long spill. At 55 miles an hour, a full sized train takes over a mile to stop.

Train speeds for Union Pacific Railroad rail cars are illustrated by the Fog Charts. Fog Charts

are documents that identify track information including speed, placement, length, hazards and

other details. They are maintained by railroad enthusiasts and are available on-line at

www.fogchart.com. The CTUIR first learned about Fog Charts from a meeting with Union

Pacific Railroad in March of 2016 when we asked for information regarding train speeds off

reservation. An excerpt of these Fog Charts is attached as Exhibit B to this statement. Exhibit

B demonstrates the high speeds of trains traveling along the Columbia River above the Dalles

Dam.

l) ò\6
Date

STATE OF OREGON )
)ss

COUNTY OF UMATILLA

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this l5 th day of May,20l6

<zJ 77l,-L
ñúurt pu6lic fír óre{oÁ' -, /
My commission expir es: 1l4lg1Llo/6
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