dcv/?‘y :

L_-Tf‘:z.a,;),- Dereelt, Aftorney Gemera I3 Office’

PUBLIC HEARING: Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council - Sumas 2

The proposed 660 mw power plant, S2GF, will damage the air quality above

Sumas and the surmounding area. It will add poIiutants that intensify global warming. It

~ will jeopardize the Sumas-Abbotsford aquifer, and consume all unused water; it will

require an oil storage tank on the ground above the aquifer; it will require the
destruction of wetlands: it wil create a constant elevated noise fevel. There are no
identified customers of the proposed powér.

Why is $2GF being considered by EFSEC? |

Ten sites have been approved already by EFSEC. Of those, 2 are now up for
szle; only one is in the early process of constrﬁcﬁon. Why, then,is the Sumas site, the
eleventh application, with all its negative impacts, even being considerad? Why does
the owner request a $24,000,000 tax relief package? Will owners of the other already-
sited facilities aék the legisiature for tax relief? - Something is not righ; here.

Rationalizations in the recently produced Northwest Power Supply

Adequacy/Reliability Study (March 6, 2000} state that there r_négy t;e a hundred-year
occurrence that would necessitate additional power in this are;. 1832 and 1950 are
years chosen as “worse cases” to support a so-calied “need” theory. Thus, the
modeling for “worst case” drought yeér required going back nearly 70 years. The
modeling for cold weather year necessitated going back in time 50 years. Those facts
hardly warrant a beiief in a so-calied NEED for power.. In addition, there is no
guarantee that, should the hundred-year event take place, power from S2GF wouid be
available to this area.

Politicians and the NESCO owner, Mr. Jones, in articles published recently,

have exaggerated the question of *jobs™. Wild and unsubstantiated statements have

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS

Volu

me 2

4/7/00 MCK
DELS - g8z

ay Jean

L etter 252

0O NoOoprpWDN -

(o]

10

11

12

13

Letter 252 - Page 1



been made about the possible financial gain to the public schools.  But the basic 14

question should be asked: Does the probable damage to the envirenment - production
of acid rain, poliution in the air, etc. - balance the huge profits to a private company 15
from unnarned power customers and at the expense of increased costs of powear to the
County and State? And, especially ﬁhen corporate welfare - tax relief - is factored in?

The public is not being given all the information it needs to evaluate this project.
16

The "fast track” push - the short time allowed for the public to respond - the way this
The sptalicr o Jmes « Sokes dleseribed The prodess

process has been presented - all are suspicious. ;. w, &,c,m,g‘,, I mamntun Yot the precess
for the publé 5 o "revele hisn| and the

Please extend the study and comment time so that the public can leam about meedc mare
LI fhan 1 meutd

and consider all the ramifications. Remember, you work for the public - not private to recrew and

dna/,v.;:e SaeF

industry. .
and The rasn ICJ.(’R.!JGI

Py, ot o ol e g

April 3, 2000

Jean McKay, 3030 Crestline Drive, Belingham, WA 88226 -
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‘Can the

power’

‘fine be s-opped?

Resments on both sides of border are opposed to'it

Resxdenfs on both sides
of the border zre opposed
to the Sumas Energy 2Inc.
proposal to constructa
5400 million 660-megawatt
- . co-generation power plant,
fueled by natural gas.

The company, owned by
National Energy Systems
Company (NESCO}), faces
several hurdles in Canada
+ before it can go zhead.

It must:
_ M Gain permission from
a federal 2gency called the
Canadian National Energy
Board (NEB) te build the . .
high tension 230,000 KV
- power line from
Huntingdon to B.C. Bydro
Clayburn substation.
H Negotiate alease *
sgreement to build its .
power line steel towers on

[V

Sy -

land, owned by the City of
Abbotsford.

W Have the City of
Surnas, on jts behalf, nego-
tiate a new agreement
with the City of
Abbotsford and the Fraser
Valley Regional District to

with Sumas Energy 2 is to
v . ' / *fb%m?m:ic%q b-yc il
CCALGARY' -+ 129 |MANCHESTER gc‘ﬁ?‘i ooy, sait Mayor
VIASVEGAS. - SI69|LONDON 2529 George Ferguson.
\ [0S ANGELES .19 [BERUN 695 oriow Busincss
\ MATATLAN 5299 |AMSTERDAM 2569 ¢ ﬁ?ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ;‘lﬁ&f&r
\ MONTREAL S279 1 TOKYO 669 : public meeting, unless rep-
\ TORONTO 57199 [HONGKONG - 2799 rescntatives from the
; - . National E r Board
\ HoNoLW 329 |l 0 e e thecity couns
\ PUERTO VALLARTA 3799 |COOK ISLANDS - 3849 ¢
n ACAPULCO S149' | SYDNEY CLIR99 S
\ HALFAX AI0 | AUCKLAND - 2899 £cY 1t appears that a fow
\ CUBA 3469 [BRISBANE 2949 4 Canadian orpanizations
% "L \\'y\ disclosed unt of
\E GRANDEOPENING' AW IN ?nlgniy giethaelg:ocimn
%h {odav and’ e(ﬁef' to WIH'. P lion Sumas Energy 2
ERLAN LAS VEGAS! 2“_—\:"" f natura]-.gas-po\\'ered co-
£% DRAW 1S TODAY AT 4.30PM 20! , generation 650

L}
!
\

BOAKNG
E R:@FEES
\

SEVENOAKS FLIGHT CENTRE /

Sevenoaks Shopping Centre ABBOTSFORD ¢

et ot e et e £
T T et w8 e -.q.—h- '

Q

transport its sewage waste-

water to the JAMES treal- -
ment plant and wltimately
into the Fraser River

Can the proposed power

gine be stopped?

Yes, if the NEB, the
TFraser Valley Regional
District, or Abbotsford
City Council refuses to
give the cornpany a stamp
of approval on its re-
quests.

Another public meeting

cil is prepared to take a
stand.
“Pegple don” thave time

“to waste,” said Mary

Reevee, ADBA mznager.
“We may only have days
to fight this — not weeks as

. some peop!e are saying -

time is of the essence,”.
said Reeves. .

Concerned c1tuens .
should make their views
known o city council -
members and the Mayor,
she said.

In addition, she sald
they should write, as soon
as possible, to the NEB;
Michael Mantha, 444-7Tth
Ave., S.W, Cdlgary, ~
Alberta, T2P OX8 and also
fax their letters to: 403-292-
5503,

There will z)so be a peti-
tion to sign at the ADBA
office and Sprigs Natural
Foods.

_In the meantime, con-
cerned residents may at-
tend a public meeting in
Sumas, Wash. on Tuesday,
from & p.m. to 9 p.L. at the
American Legion Post, 134

. Harrison Avenue. .. .*

Deadling to make writ-
ten submissions about the
plant to the American au-
thorities is April 17. .

Write to: Allen Fiksdal, =
manager of EFSEC, Box
43172, Olympia, Wash., *
UBA, 98504 3172,

‘Benefits come with plant

megawatt power plant.
If approvals are given,
3 the following organiza-
tions would benefit fi-
nancially:
'-- m B.C. Hydro - to allow

%uma,s Encrgy into its

ower grid, connecting

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS
Volume 2

B.C., Alberta and 11 Ti.S.
states.

o Westcoast Encrg}’
Pipeline to pipe natural |

gas to the plant. '

g City of Abbotsford —
for treatment of the -
proposed power plant
sewage cffiuent at the
JAMES sewer plant and
for casement lease
agreements for the
power line.

u CP Rall - for allow-
ing Sumas Encrgy to-
build on its 100 feet - o
right-of-way.

Sumas Energy is

. owned by Natlenal ™

Energy Systems
Compuny (NESC), which
has heldings in
MWashiniton, Oregon,

NIA

portAds
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Hundreds gather at city hall Wednesday night for 20 information srcssio‘nr'_- (left) and Mayor Georpe Ferguson (centre) look over photos of the right
about proposed power lines through Abbotsford. Coun. John Redekop: afway. Another meeting is planned althaugh no date has been sct.

PuiL MELNYCUIUR

" They were madder than:
wet hormets.

Resident Rick Haaland
used the term Wedncsday
and it appiicd to the 100 or
so people who cramened into
a room at city hall to leam
more about Sumas Enerpy
2% plans tobuild a powerline
ihrough Abbotslord.

“If they wantcd o nail 2
stake right through the heart
ol downtown, they couldn’s
come up with 2 bener plan.”
said Andrea Mikulan.

| sce no benelits for the
community. | see only pit-
fulls.” :

:Sumas Lnergy 2 18 the
Washington company thal

one

watis to build an clectrical

power plant in Sumas,
Wash., just acrass the bercer
from Abbotsford,

v To do that, it will import
Canadion nateral gas to firc
the genertors. But to sell
the eclectricity it needs Lo
conneat  to the  Morh
Amesican powcr gnd.

« Hooking up to the B.C.
Hydro Claybum subsation
is the casicst way to do thal.

Towers that would stand
33 metres tall spaced 100
melees apart would carry
230,000 veolts to the B.C.
Hydro subsiation. The line

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS

Volume 2

T US. corhpany’s propos
Times Edi ’ ! '
Editor MVDD . dOV\’nto\Am: gc

SUNMAS PLANT

r line plan give

wauld Follow the CPR tight
of way from Huntingden
north, betwoen Sumas Way
and Riverside Road, cross
Highway 1 and run parallel
to Rallway Strect into the
heart of downtown. It would

cross Essencene Avenuc at

the railway tracks.

s 2 good right of way”
cxplaincd Bruce Thompson,
senior
Sumas 2.

The altcrnative, atthough
it's not currenlly being pro-
poscd by Sumas 2, is 1o hook
into a  subsialion: neat

Bellingham but “there would

vige-president ol

al to run line north, through
ts residents heated

have to be 50 miles {80 kilo-
metres) of now lincs con-
structed across Whalcem
county,” Thompsoi-l said.
“\Ve're not propesing 1o
go across Whalcom counry.”
And if Sumas 2 couidn’t
aceess the Canadian route, it
vould jeopardize building of
the power plant.
. ]t woulda't be possidic
for the project to go ahead”
Somchow, somewhers,

. it nocessary o connect (6 2

power grid, he said.

. Thc open house w2t held
to salisfy the National
Encrpy Board requirsments

for the project. Jt is the NEB
in Calgary that will decide if
the powerline will go ahcad.

However, no decision has
been made, s3id NEB's Ross
Ricks.

Anyone who objects 10
the idca must make their
feclings known to the board
—in writing.

“What we're telling them
is bLeecause the National
Encegy Board is a court of
record, they should wrile t9
the board”

And ro deadline or deci-
sion has been set, hie said.

Once its received sub-
missions, the board can
cither order another meeting,
ask for more information of
permit or deny the project.

See Power line, page 4
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appen

A'Rod Thomson - -+ |+ i ¥ -
) If thcy pull it off, you‘d have to shake their hands incon--

Y

EDITOR[AL OPINION &

Wi

‘M

gratulation :and amazcmcnt at the boldncss of thc:r

business vision. -

Of course, if you happcn to be Canadian and a resident-
of Abbo.tsford, you may not bg in the mood for'such admi-
ration but still, some grudping acknowledgment may be in -
order if they're able to proceed, at Abbotsford’s expense.
-'» The company in question is Sumas Energy 2-Inc. out of ¢
Kirkland, Wash. What Surnas Encrgy 2 wants to do is

. import Canadian natural gas and use it to fire generators
"and produce a ton of electricity, and money In the process. LY -

Nothing wrong with that. it ‘good old-fashioned capi-

-talism in & sector of the cconomy that's been dercgulated.

By having smaller companics become involved in encrgy -
development, efficiencics are bound to be achieved.
This proposal however, is too efficient. .
Usmg Canadian natural pas, Sumas Energy 2 wants to
get that electricity on to thc North Amencan power
grd in order to sell it
- It just so happens the quickest, shortcst way to hock up

to that is through Abbotsford, along the CPR right-of-way.
~The fact that this 230,000-volt powerline, which stands 30

metres high, would run through the downtown, passes by
residences and runs near schools is naturally played down
by the proponents, .-,

The fact that Abbotsford would have an eyesore run

'through its middic for no apparent gain for the people who

live here should be 2 huge concern for all of us and espe-
cially for.those whom we clected and whom we pay to lead
us, our council. Whilc the plans of this proposal have been
at city hall since last summer, the whale idea secms to have
surprised focal politicians. Simply, we deserve better,
o what can bc donz? Accord:ng to the National Energy
Board, the final authority in such maters, no chlSIClll
on the powerline has been made, :
However, the board does weigh public opinion in such
maticrs so concerned residents should' ensure they send
submissions to their office in Calgary, Don't assume Jocal
politicians will act, They're as confused as the rest of us,
Allowing a powerling to go through our town so it can
benefil a private foreign (irm is-so outrageous, its incom-
prehensible,
“Residents, and hey, what an idea, our counciliors, maybe
even MLAs and MPs, will have to fight tooth and nail for

thic Ane
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OVer.proposed
U:S: power line

" by TRUDYBEYAK . .- w.
Abbotsford News ;
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market, why should we sall out our environment for
them to make 2 buck?” asked dismayed resident Kathy
Simpkins, . ' Lo

“Judging from the turn-out, I'd say that mest of the.
pecple are opposed to it sald ;

Abbotsford Mayor George Ferguson. T8
+  Sumas Energy 2 Ine. is proposing [
to build a natural-gas 650megawatt |k
co-generation plant in Sumas, |£
Wash,, which has sparked environ.
merttal concerns, ranging from poor |3
alr quality to possible cancer risks Bk
from the high tension power lines, i e oL

In fact, Whatcom County won't BN Nl
allow National Energy Systems
Compzny (NESCO) to build the
230,000 k¥ high tansion power lne there, 50 the com.
pany set its eyes northward. . '
~+The company held an open house about the proposed
ransmission Yine last night and vice-president Bruce
. Thompson:was_overwhelmed.by, the Indignation ex-
1| -+ pressed by Abbotsford residents, © - S

power line from Huntingtion to downtown Abbotsford

| ~enrote to the B.C. Hydeo Clay b e o

" then loop the power back down to Its US. customers.
- If'approved, the 8.5 kile- . L.
metre power Line would .
be bullt in 2002 slong the M MEETINGS /A3
Canadian Pacific Rail :

. Way's 100-foot right-ofiway :

. If NEB doesn't approve the request, Thompson told
the Abbotsfard Netos that the $400 million power plant
project won't po ahead.” - .

He admitted that the power Yine on this side of the
border - at a cost of about $5 millien (Cdn) - would be

-much&eapertnbu@]dhmihm!ntbeus.. .~

Whatcom County wan®t allow any mew 230,000 kY
frensmission Nnes to be bufl, except in existing high.
bower carriders ar Industrial eress, sald Conrle Hoag,
Whatcom County counef] member . - - .

- “Those power Unes devalus our properties and there
are major health cancerns about electromagnoatic
emissions,” Hoag told the Abbotsford News,

_—

“There are reports that conclustvely show links be-

Proposed power Lina, ' B .
' *If Whatcom County nixed it, why should we be the

: ' guinea pigs?* she asked. .
" _There 15 asecond, albelt, more expensive alternative,
The power cauld ba sold to Puget Sound Energy end
ranamiasion

tranoported along the 115 kv Unes in -
Whatcom County by upgrading the exls!ing towers,
Lot o DYTR SR R PR ) .
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Hundreds said ‘n0’ Jast night .

T *It's an American business Jooking to tndercut the

|+ > The 'U.S company has appiled to the ' Conaiian
nE NatiunalEnezgyBoard‘(I\‘{EB)tobded the high tension -

—

metre power Hne wouid .
be bullt in 2002 along the -

x MEETINGS /A3
Caradian Pacific Reil- ;

. Way’s 100-foot right-of-way -

If NEB dossn't approve the request, Thompson toid

" the Abborsford News that the $400 milliior power plant

project won't go ahead,” -
He admitted that.the power line on thig side of the
border — at a cost of about $5 miltion (Cdn) - wauld be

-much cheaper to bufld here than in the US, | .

Whateom County wen't allow any new 230,000 kv
transmission lines to be built, except in exdsting high-
pawer cortidors or industrisl areas, sajd Connie Hoag,
Whateom County councll member - -

- “Thosz powrer lines devalue our properties and there
are major health ¢oncerns about electromagnetic
emissions," Hoag told the Abbotsford News.

“There are reports that conclustvely show links be- -

tween high tension power linge 4o cortaln disezses Hka
Alrheimer disease and brain tumours,” she sald,

. - LyHane, Nelson, of Huntingdon, s zppalled by the

proposed power line,

I Whatcom-County nixed i, wiy shomld we be the
‘_ " guinea pigs?” she asked. . .

There Is a second, albeit, more expensive alternative.
The pawer could be sold ‘o Puget Sound Energy and

ransperted along ‘the 115 kV transmission lines in -

Whatcom County by upgrading the existing towers,
“The majority of people are absolutely against this

" powerline here, there will be no job creation for'us and

we'll get all the pollution,” satd Bob Bos, president of
tha® Abbotsford Downtown Business Association
{ADBA)“We're shooting oursalves in both feat”
There will be a petition at the ADBA office for resi.
dents to slgn, sald office manager Mary Reeves, '
She Is also encouraging people to express thelr oppo-
sition to Abbotsford City counclllors and the mayor

Regidents should also write & Jetter to the National

Energy Board, Michael Mantha, 444- 7th Ave sV, -

Calgary, Atta; T2P 0X8, said Reeves,
+Enyironment Canadz projected that the plant wounld

. emit enough carbon dioxidg in one day lo equal tho
- emissions of about 490,000 vehicles. The company !s

* -spew it Into the Fraser River..

also banking on the City of Abbotsford and the Fraser
Valley Regional District to accept 100,000 gallons of
sewage eflluent at the JAMES sewer plant dadly and
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