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Re:  Sumas Energy 2 Generation Facility Draft EIS

Dear Mr. Fiksdal:

The DEIS review of potential adverse impacts resulting from the proposed Sumas
Energy 2 generation facility in riorth-central Whatcom County Is grossly inadequate. While we
are concerned about all negative environmental and economic impacis this project will impose
on the residents of Sumas, Whatcom County and British Columbia, we are particularly
disappointed by the poor analysis given to air and water issues.

The DEIS lacks sufficient datz to complete a reasonable assessment of impacts,
especially in terms of zir pollution and groundwater-retated impacts. The potential for this
project to degrade permanently {or for the life of the project) air quality in the region is not
adequately addressed. The likelihood that Sumas 2 will degrade and/or interfere with cther 1
current and future uses of the groundwater supply is equally serious. Yet the DEIS contains, at
best, a shoddy overview and a sales pitch for the developer. It is amazing to us that EFSEC
would allow this material to go forward.

We have discussed these issues at length with other members of the public and wish to
defer specific comments to Andy Ross. We incorporate by reference Mr. Ross’s comments to
EFSEC on the Sumas Energy 2 generation facility DEIS, and specifically concur with the
statements made in his comment letter dated May 2, 2000. These issues must be addressed.

We also wish to point out that reither Sumas nor Whatcom County have a 2
demonstrated need for this facility. It's proposed location in Sumas is clearly a private
‘investment scheme, politically greased, and unwanted by all but those very few individuals who
stand to gain most directly by its construction. Sumas is a great community that deserves much
mare thoughtiul development for its citizens, its environment, and its economy than the kind of
wasteful and opportunistic development Sumas Energy 2 represents.

Thank you for considering our comments.

Sincer:aly,

0-

Ken Wilcox

cec: Sen. Georgia Gardner Rep. Kelli Linville WA Environmental Council
Sen, Harriet Spanel Rep. Jeff Morris Sherilyn Wells
Gov. Gary Locke Hep. Doug Ericksen
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