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BEFORE THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
2
ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL
3
In re: Application No. 99-1 )
4 ) .PUBLIC HEARING
) ON DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
5 SUMAS ENERGY 2 GENERATION } IMPACT STATEMENT
FACILITY )
6 )i PAGES 1 - 113
Site Certification )
7 v
8 A public hearing in the above matter was held in
the presence of a court reporter on ZApril 3, 2000 at 7:30
S p.m. at the 311 Grand Avenue, in Bellingham, Washington,
‘ before Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council members .,
10 ‘
11 * ok Kk ok %
eaker 187
12 MR. EHLERS: My name is Darryl Ehlers. I Sp
13 live at 2366 Halverstick Road, Lynden, Washington. I am a
14 farmer. I am really happy tc end up seeingc that we have
15 one perscon within our government that had encugh common
16 senge to go and end up recognizing that thig is a furile
17 operation we have going.
18 Also to bring it to your attention I
13 strongly advise you to get both the March 30th paper of
20 the Abbotsford News and also today's abbotsfard paper
21 which states very strongly that the mayor has not agreed
187-1
22 to anything about having the Sumas Energy Plant to send
23 electricity across the line and get all the pollution from
22 this plant without them receiving nothing for it.
25
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more articles of that, look at the Abbotsford paper.

I will submit to the EFSEC peopnle three
pictures which has to deo with my own farm park with
100-year-old trees that if these people decide that
they're going.to run transmissicn lines passed my place
where they got surveyors out running it right now that
they'll cut a tremendous swathe through my park, and these
100-year-old trees is very beautiful if you ever had a
chance to see it.

Also as a farmer I have a labor camp, and
this power line will go right through this labor camp with
the residents there, and the children playving there,
Lynden School District came out and helped set up
playgrcund stuff, and this is where we got power lines
above us. High tension, high amperage, not just a
straight 115 kVA. They're going to the pushing the
amperage on it.

If you haven't had a chance to see the movie
Erin Brokovich, I strongly suggest you go see it. This
will kind of give a little bit of clue to some of the
stuff that’s going on. It also shows in the EIS report
that the same thing that was electrical plans were sued
for down in California for 353 million dollars. 1It's got
Chromium 6 in this plant that they state will be putting

out .
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They cannot be zble to send heavy metals
across to Canada, and so they have to go and concentrate
it out at their own plant where they have sludge ponds,
and then in the EIS statement they plan on hauling it off
to a landfill. There's a lot of questiones that haven 't
been answered on this whele plant.

There's a lot cf research that's going on.
There's a lot of information we gtill have to £ind. T ask
EFSEC if they would please go and extend their decigion
date, sc that we have more time for presentation. We're
just now starting out, finding out about this, and Sumas
Energy has had a long time going in and preparing it. We
would 1ike at least the chance to get up cn scme of our
research on 1t to prove what some of this stuff is that
we're saying. That were just not talking in our hat.

Now I alsc in farming I have water rights.

I got six wells on my property. I have & fzirly large
farm that spreads out one mile. Now the pictures I showed
ycu is just one mile out of many miles that it's going to
be hindered in cor encrocached upen by these power linee,
high tension power lines that's going through the county
rather than geing into a high voltage corrider.

In the EFSEC report -- I mean the E --
exXcuse me if I get these words a little bit wrong. Anyway

the draft. That if Sumas Energy happened tc pump too much
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water, and some of the wells in the locality happen to go
dry, then we just kind of shut it down for a lit:le bit
until the water table comes up, and then everybody can
start pumping.

| This ain't the way it happens with farming.
Sumas Energy is asking for a lot of water, a lot of
taxation of our water table, and so I am concerned about

my wells and the farming and all the farms that are arcund

me. I am concerned of the health for the people in Sumas

where I come over the hill even in the present Sumas
cogen plant where the farm right alongside has the steam
completely éngulfing the whole farm, and a lot of days
they have to shut their doors; ctherwise, the inside of
the barns are soaken wet from the steam of the smaller
plant.

And going to the noise level. You know,
presently they're talking about this going from the
present level of; what, roughly 43 up to 54 in decibels?
Understand that when you leave the level of 40, for every
ten decibels it's like earthguake charting. If you go up
ten decibels up to say up to 50 decibels, that's doubling
over 40. And so the intensity of the noise. Now we also
already hear the noise from the Sumas generating plant
that's operating already which is considerably smaller

than the one that they're proposing.,
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I guess I better let some of the other

1

2 people speak. I'll alsc for what I missed tonight will

3 present to the people, and I will present thesa newspapers

4 tomorrow might to you foiks. Whe would I pass these

5 pictures to tonight? To you?

& Okay. Thank you wery much folks.

7 MR. HASKELL: I am Fred Haskell. I live at Speaker 188
8 422 Brier Road, Bellingham, Washingten. I am here tonight

e to talk about NESCO's integrity. <My past relationship
10 with NESCO hag always been extremely outstanding, and it

11 continues to get better. I have known NESCO now for cver
12 15 years and done business with this firm for over 15
13 vears. |
14 I ﬁhink I can honestly gay NESCO has been
15 more than forthfight. They have been open, and they've
16 been honest. And with anyone showing interest or concern 188-1
17 they're very, very open to show or explain what they're
18 doing to those individuals in infinite detail.
19 They have always been a good neighbor in the
20 Sumas cemmunity and have continued to do this for many
21 years. They've ccntinued to provide jobs, purchase
22 material, repair services, all from basically local 188-2
23 Whatcom County businesses. They truly care about our
24 community, and they will do the right thing when they are
25 asked to.
FLYGCARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 ‘ 5
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1 In terms of the prop@sed development I zm

2 confident that their approach will be the same as it

3 always has been, straightforward and honest. This plant

4 ~has been designed a state of the art facility utilizing

5 the best and latest technology to ensure it meets all

6 regulated guidelines, whether it be alr, water, noise, 188-3
7 traffic, estc., etc. ete., that we've talked about this

8 evening. NESCO is a firm that will do what they say, and

9 they will meet those standards, and finally this plant
10 will bring a good number of highly paid skilled jcbs in

11 both censtruction, operations, and ongoing maintenance for

12 many years to come.

13 IT needs to be stated obviously that sales

14 tax and property tax benefits will be extremely beneficial

15 to all of Whatcom County. This is a good project for ocur 188-4
15 community. NESCO is a great company to build this )
17 project, and we're lucky to have them in our community. I

18 now support Sumas 2 as well as I supported Sumas 1

19 originally.

20 And once again, NESCO will deliver, and in
21 the future they will deliver as they promised in the past
22 both commercially and environmentally.

23 | Thank you very much.
24 MR. PETERSCN: I am Don Peterson, 433 Cherry Speakex 189
25 Street, Sumas. On the EIS we have reviewed that at the
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1 City of Sumas, and we believe Lhat it's a very complete
2 study, certainly adequate, and the EFSZC group should be 189-1
3 commended. I think they have done an excellent report on
4 SE-1. We've had some conversation about that tonight.
5 When SE-1 wasg built we hea~rd many of these
& same ccncerns from many éf the same people that many bad
7 things would happen. The plant has been there now for, 1802
8 oh, gee, eight years. 1If you ask the people in Sumas,
8 they're good Neighbors, they have been good for the city,
‘iO and there have been no problems.
11 I'm not going to talk a long time tonight
i2 because our meeting will be in Sumas tomorrow evening, and
13 we will make comment then to the EFSEC group. But T would
14 just like to simply say we suppert SEZ. We feel that it 189-3
is would be good, just as good as SE-1 and an asset, and it
16 will become a yardstick or ruler for other plants built
17 because it's in the past. They have builtlplants that
i8 exceed most regulations, and we believe this one will also
13 do that. Thank you.
20 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Could I have the speaker
21 identify himself? I believe he is the Mayor of Sumas.
22 MR. PETERSON: Don Peterson, Mayvor of Sumas.
23 MR. LANG: Craig Lang, 1621 East 56th Speaker 190
24 Street, which is the 5600 block of Noon Road.
25 Members of the Ceouncil, Ladies and
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Gentlemen, thank you for the opportunity to speak.

. I have two interests here. Number one iz a
concern as a Whatcom community resident. My wife and I
moved here about 15 years ago and love where we live, and
we really think that the Noon Road corridor is cne of the
prettiest in our county.

Also I work for a company called Trace
Engineering, and we are in the renewable energy industry,
and I have a vested interest here. I am a marketing
communications manager. I see us spending a huge amount
of money -on this facility using fossil fuels, and I am not
going to slam fossil fuels because they have got us where
we are today.

What I want to tell you though is there is
huge movement underway throughout the world using
Tenewable energy resources. The company I work for, Trace
Engineering, builds an inverter that takes 12 volts DC
just like what you would have from your car battery and
converts that intec AC which you would have in Your power
lines,

The size of this unit is just a little
smaller than this white board. Tied with photo voltaic or
solar panels each person in our community could have one
cf these solar panels and an inverter on their home. It

back feeds right to the power utility.
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Trace and a lot of other companies are
working with the utility commissions. They're working
with the regulatory agencies, UL, Underwriters Laboratory;
National Electric Code; CS0O, Canadian Standards
Organization; trying to come up with a solution so we can
all work tocecher to clean it up and have ciean renewable
energy.

There is an organization called Synergyii,
S-y-n-e-r-g-y-i-i, and you can go to their web site. 1t's
that name dot com. They say they are essentially master
planners for sustainable development. We have many
solutions that simultanecusly incorporate businecs
enterprises that can be launched in any community.

And what I am urging tonight more than
anything is to take the tax dollars that are going to be
put into this project and try to bring research and
development facilities into our community. A
manufacturing facilit? such as where I work right now has
R & D. It has people working on the lines making these
units. Accounting hires about 250 employees.

To my understanding this plant will have 24
employees. They're aléo going to have to be highly
skilled employees where a manufacturing facility would be
able to take people from our community with a wide range

of education and skills experience.
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I think that's probably about it for me
because thexe's lots of other folks that want to speak

this evening, but I thank you for the opportunity.
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MS. BEDDILL: Good evening. Thank you.
Marian Beddill, 3600 Sealesy Street in. Bellingham, and for
credentials I'm representing ﬁonight the fish and the
critters who have no one else to speak for them.

I hold a position as alternative
representative to the environmental caucus of the WRIA-1
planning process for watershed planning and water planning
in Whatcom County. Tonight T am speaking only for myself.

I propcse number one that the applicant
withdraw their application or that ZFSEC come to a
conclusicon to deny the application based on a string of
environmental cencerns and considerations which will be
more detrimental to the community than =he benefits it
might bring. That's wy first proposal.

I also propese that the commission extend
the hearing time for review of the DFIS at leas: 30 davys,
preferably 60. The reasons for this propcsal are as a
prior speaker said, the propenent and the agencies have
hired staff and have been working for months tc prepare
this material.

We poor citizens who are working con a

velunteer basis and small interests have not had the
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opportunity to expend their own time, erergy, and
abilities to make an adequate review and respond.

I propose that the water use permit for this
facility be submitted in its rcutine manner into the
Department of Ecology of the state and the water use
review process which is currently ongoing for the
allocation of all existing and future water rights in
Whatcom County. The present proposal appears to skirt
that process through utilization of the water directly
from the City of Sumas who may cr may nét have a valid,
sufficient long-term water right to supply this. That's
the comment on the paper water. |

On real water I propoge that should the
plant be built and permitted that we iﬁsist that the City
of Ssumas charge full price potable water to this facility
for the utilization of the water consumed in the same
manner that it would any other ordinary water user. Some
of you in the City of Bellingham will hear an inference to
another ongoing question.

I propose that should this plant be
permitted and built that it dincoxporate full recycling of
all of its water, absolutely minimizing water consumption,
and thereby also absolutely minimizing water discharge be
it to the enviromment directly or through the sanitary

sewer system as presently steamed.
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The combination of recycling and hich cost
for the water will present to us the maximum benefit to
the envirconment in the community, minimize the water
consumption. The basis for this concern is the
consideration that the water proposed to be used has as
its source the underground Sumas Abbotsford aguifer not
well sufficiently studied in terms of its behavior already
acknowledged by one of your speakers tonight, and whether
that water should come through Canadian wells and acrogs
the border or from U.S. wells having flown across the
border underground first. S0 we're talking guibbles of
routes.

The contamination and pollution in that
underground aguifer is already large and is growing.
Those are the justifications for miniwum impact on the
water consumption and discharge. |

Should this plant happen tc be proposed and
continue to be built, I alsoc recommend in terms of the
general environment the prohibition on culverts on any of
the facilities in water discharge flow as stated in the
EIS. Culverts are bad for water flow and for water borne
creatures. Where they substituted for bridées in every
environment with zero culverts it would be a preferred
circumstance for environmental and wildlife circumstances.

And finally I propose and not facetiously,

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS
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1 finally I propose that should this plant be designed'and
2 built that it not be built on a filled sarth pad as
3 presently designed but placed on stilts to minimize the 191-8
4 impact and the circumstance and the change of the land ‘
5 form arcund the plant. That is not a fagcatiocus prbposal;
6 I witnessed a gimilar one done in a South American Nation
7 some years past. It can be done.
B | Thank y&u very kindly for your attention,
2 and I reserve the right te submit additional commentg and
10 proposals in the future after I havé had adequate time o
11 study the full EIS. Thank you.
12 MS. THOMPSON: My name is Juliet Tl'.lompson. Speaker 192
i3 I live at 1404 J. Street. I would like more time to study‘
14 the Draft ETS. T feel that two weeks isn't sufficient 192-1
15 time for us as citizens to be able to analyze the issues
16 to the extent that they deserve because it's taken a long
17 time to prepare that proposal, and we need to have wore
18 time to study it. |
1s I also have a concern about the best
20 available control technologies in terms of air pollution.
21 T don't know. You know, we can say that a plant will
22 fulfill those requirements, but I don't know if all of the 192-2
23 affects of that kind of air pollution are really taken
24 into account. And, you know, not being a scientist but
25 having an engineering background I still feel like we need

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS
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1 Lo take a broader stance in terms of locking at what some

2 of the limits are and lock at mere of the impacts.

3 I also have a concern in terms of where in

4 i the Draft EIS it says that the impacts on ground water are

5 too complex to really be analyzed because the withdrawal

3 of ground water al the rates considered in this project 192-3
7 will possibly have an effect on salmon bearing streams,

8 and I don't think until that issue is resolved that it's

9 appropriate to withdraw water at that rate.

10 So those are some of my cdncerns, and I hope

11 that we will get more time to look at the Draft EIS, so

12 that we can make more comments based on having studied it.

13 Thank you.

14 MR. VMcKAY: Thank you. My name is John Speaker 193
1z McKay. I live at 3030 Crest Line Drive here in

15 Bellingham. I am going to Lry and be fairly specific as

17 far as I have gotten in this DEIS as far as page numbers

18 and sections, but the first one is regarding the alternate

19 115 volt transmission lines, c¢ne to the Bonnevillie Power
20 Administration substation in Bellingham and the othesr one
21 to the BPA substation in Custer, and this is on Page L-5.
22 I find it very difficult to believe that this

23 plant will be built without knowing where this power is 193-1
24 going or to whom it is going to be sold, and I wculd hope )
25 that there will be z much more definitive description of

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS
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the routes and the specific mitigation measures that need
to be addressed before tﬁe final EIS.

For example, the two routes described in the
DEIS, and 'I have driven them both; have many farm
buildings and homes that are steel clad with steel roofs,
and that Mr. Ehlers mentioned one was an immigrant camp or
a laber camp for agricultural workers that would be
directly underneath these 115,000 volt transmission lines.

Are there indeed plans to ground these
buildingé?

It also appears that Mr. Ehlers stated that
ﬁany trees will have to be remdved, including several very
old probably 100-year-old cottonwood trees whefe the
proposed routes are that the lines cross the river, the
Nocksack River. I think it needs to be, the EIS needs to
address which of those trees need to be removed
designated, so that the property owners can be notified
and compensated somehcw if this is indeed the case.

Another question I have is it stated I think
at least three times in this DEIS that neither BC Hydro
nor the other Canadian power company has no intent of
buying this power, and so I'm assuming that if it does go
north to the Abbotsford substation that it will be
distributed then through BC Hydro's lines and eventually

come south again. But I think this again needs to be

FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800~574-0414 . 15
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1 addressed more fully.

2 For instance, what would be the cost of BC

3 Hydro's investment in switches compared to say Bonnavilie

4 Power Administration switches here in Whatcom County?

5‘ Whatcom County I think deserves.and needs to knew in 193-5

€ advance of the conééruction whether or not the power wilil

7 | be distributed from the county or intc the county in order

8 to mitigate the affects of these two major routes.

9 Oﬁ Page 1-14 this is regarding the water and
10 the water drawdown in the proposed wells, and T know this
il has been mentioned. it will_probabiy be mentioned more as’
12 we go on tonight, but recently several wells in the Sumas
13 vieinity all oan that Sumas-Abbotsford aquifer were tested
14 for harmful substances including certain pesticides and 193-6
15 nitrates, and more than half of these wells showed nitratg
16 levels above what is considered to be a safe level,

17 The DEIS recommends no mitigation for this.

18 Although the drawdown caused by S8umas 2 I can only imagine

15 will increase the concentration of these harmful

20 substances, and I am wondering if Sumas 2 will provide

21 free bottled water to homes in the area if the nitrate

22 levels are increase& by this drawdown?

23 : On Page 2-18 and 19 regarding the natural gas

24 Pipeline, the DEIS states, guote, regular natural gas leak

25 surveys need to be rigorously or will be performed, and I
FLYGARE & ASS‘OCIATES, INC. 1-800-~574-0414 16
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think it needs to be rigorously stated in there how these
natural gas leaks surveys will be indeed performed. Eow
often will they perform? What equipmentlwill-be used? Isg
this a once a year kind of thing, cnce every ten years?
Hopefully the more often the better to deduct any kind of
gas leaks that may occour.

| Page 2-19 again regarding the twec and a half
million gallon oil storage tank. The DEIS states that the
material used in the basin that‘will contain the tank will
be impervious, as well as an imperﬁioﬁs berm will ke
surrounding this basin. I would like to know what the
material is that will make this basin impervious to any
kind of leak shculd there be a rupture or a spillage from
this diesel fuel which is a real possibility.

And then in Section 3, well, I do have a page
number. It's regarding the air guality. But it covers
pretty much the whole Section 3. But I want to talk a
little bit about Section 3.1-8 or Page No. 3.1-8. The
DEIS states that no gignificant advérse air guality
impacts would occur, and that's a direct qﬁote with these
increased emissions.

And yet Sumas 2 will produce each day 336
pounds of particulate matter, and that's particulate
matter less than ten microns which is terribly damaging to

the health. 2,232 pounds of sulfur dioxide, 2,230 pounds

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS
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of nitrogen coxides, all of this per day in addition to

other organics and heavy metals. Also Sumas 2 will

‘produce nearly 7,000 tons of carbon dioxide sach day.

To say that these amounts of effluents will
not have any adverse effects I think is dissentious.
Excuse me. I can't say the word.

Admittedly these amounts of regulated toxins
may be at or below the regulated levels by both. the state
and the federal government, but the totzl amounts which
amount to roughly two to three tons, almost three tons per
day, and that's excluding the carbon didxide will be
added to the atmosphere, and the results will not be
benign. The acid fallout, and I know this was discussed
briefly, and I wish I had more time te talk about it. The
acid fazilout from the sulfur dioxide and NOx and to a
lesser extent even the carbon dioxide may very well be
devastating to the surrounding agriculture if it is
concentrated, if the dissipation is low. We just don't
know, and I think it's best to err on the safe side.

Talking a little bit about the modeling
procedures that are used for air quality. They produce
wonderful tables that only trained industrial hygienists
can understand, but I think they obfuscate real world
conditiong,

I want to talk just quickly about noise. I

FLYGARE & ASSCCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 . 18
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haven't had time te study the part about noise too well,
but I have had personal experience with noise coming from

a plant.

In terms of noise I know it's talked about in .

‘terms of decibels dba, which essentially is loudness. The

greater the decibels, the louder the noise, and I am very

sure that this plant the noise limits fall well within the

decibel limit allowed by both the state and the federal

governument.

But we've had experience with a 230 megawatt
plant built in our former small town. The small town is
the‘former, mf wife and I are former residents of_iﬁ, and
the noise coming from this 230 megawatt plant which was
again using the same terms they have used in here, state
of the art, BACT, best available control téchnology
planning, steam turbine. I think Westinghouse, the same
kind of turbines emits a mid range wine 24 héurs a day,
365 days a vear that penetrates walls. It's a noise that
can only be eliminated by moving away from the area, and
some, of course, did just that. |

Now I don't know if 660 megawatts will create
more noise or a louder noise, but it needs to be addressed
very fully in this EIS.

Now I will reiterate like so many of the

others have before me. I want to make comments on the

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS
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1 wetland mitigation, on the geology, on the view sheds, on

2 the fish and wildlife, bﬁt I haven't had time to

3 thoroughly study these issues, and I would therefore

4 request that like others before me additional time be 193-13

5 allotted to the public beyond the April 17 deadline in

6 order for us to do a reasonable job of study and response.

7 Thank you vary much. |

8 MS. McKAY: Jean McKay, 3020 Crest Line Speaker 194

9 Drive, Bellingham. The proposed power plant will.damage 194.1
10 the air quality above Sumas and the surrounding area, even ‘ ]
11 though it might meet guidelines. It will add bollutants | 194-2
12 “that intensify global warming. It will jeopardize the |

13 Sumas-Abbotsford aquifer andlconsumg all unallocated | 1943
14 water. t will require an oil storage tank on the ground | 194-4
15 above the aguifer. It will require the destruction of | 194-5
16 wetlands. It will create a constant noise level. There | 194-6
17 are no identified customers of this proposed power. I 194-7
18 Why is Sumas 2 being considered by EFSEC? 194-8
19 Ten sites have already been approved by
20 EFSEC. Of those two are now up for sale, and oﬁly cne is
21 in the process of construction. Why then is the Sumas 194-9
22 site the 11th application with all it's negative impacts
23 being considered? Why does the owner request a 24 million

24 dollar tax relief package? Will the owners of the already

25 sited facilities ask the legislature for tax relief?
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Something is not guite right.

Rationalizations in the recently produced "Northwest Power

' Supply Adeguacy Reliability Study" dated March 6, 2000

state that there may be & hundred y2ar occurrence that
would necessitate additicnal power in this area. 1932 and
1850 are the years chosen as worst cases to support this
so-called need theory; thus, the modeling for the worst
case drought year would require geing back to 70 years.
The modeling for the cold weather Year necesgitated going
back in time 50 years. Those facts hardly warrant a
belief in & so-called need for power.

In addition, there is no guarantee. There
is no written statemenc. Nowhere is it stated that should
a hundred year event take vlace here that power from Sumas
2 would be available tc this area. Politicians and the
NESZO owner, Mr. Jones, in articles recently published
have exaggerated the question of jobs. Wild and
unsubstantiated statements have been mads about possible
firancial gain to the public schools in the area. But a
basic question should be asked. Does the probable damage
te the environment, production of acid rain, pollution in
the air, etc., balaﬁce huge profits to a private company
from unnamed power customers and at the possible expense
for possible increased costs to the peocple for power in

this county and state, and especially when corporate
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1 welfare tax relief is factored in?
2 The public is not being given all the
3 infofmation it needs to evaluate this project. In faect, a
4 previous speaker for_Jones & Stokes described ;his proceés
5 as an evolution; Evolution is a long-time process. I 194-12
& maintain the proéess is a revolution, and that the public
7 needs more time than one month to review and analvze Sumas
8 2.
9 Please, EFSEC? extend the study and comment
10 time, so that we can learn about and consider all the
11 ramifications. You've already heard tonigh£ we don't know 194-13
iz what will happen to the water table. Even the people_who
13 have studied this don't know. Remember, ﬁlease,'you work
14 for the public and not private industry. Thank you.
15 MR. FRANKISH: Good evening. My name is Speaker 195
16 Brian Frankish, I live at 34642 Second Avenue in
17 Huntingdon, British Columbia. That's a hamlet within the
18 City of Abbotsford.
18 And that's mike. Should I start over?
20 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Sure.
21 MR. FRANKISH: My name is Brian Frankish at
22 34642 Second Avenue in Huntingdon, British Columbia.
23 That's a hamlet within the City of Abbotsford. T'm’
24 impressed that previous speakers have had time to research
25 and get into this issue a little farther than I have been
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able to do because it's only really hit the head in
Abbotsford over the last week, and there has been 2 lot of
concern that has grown since then.

So the city of Abbotéfcrd wouldn't give you
the water, hey? Well, imagine that. I understand rhose
preliminary discussions tock place some time agc, but once
the bureaucrats and the politicians got involved it ended
up not happening.

i've only had time to read your document

- this evening, and so in going through it there's just a

feﬁ areas I.would like to address. The 230 kilovolt
transmission iine extending norxth from Sumas through the
district of aAbbotsford to the Cilayburn substation.

Guess what else isn't'géing te happen?

There is significant ground éwell within the
City of Abbotsford. and Mr. Ehlers, is that your name; Was
showing some of the articles in our local newspaper, and I
think our politicians got caught flat-footed. TIf they
knew anything about this, they're not admitting to it, and
with the amount of pressure that's coming to bear, I am
sure that it won't happen in that the City of Abbotsford
has some properties that this transmission line has te
cross other than the right of ways of the railroad, and I
am sure if they know what's good for them as poiiticians

they won't be supporting this proposal.

195-1

195-2
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I live in the village of Huntingdon, and
this power line is going to come through and impact my
property and my quality of life as well as those of my
neighbors.

One thing I noticed also in here under Item
4 was the waste water discharge. It says it's going into
the City of Sumas waste water coliection system. Juét
guesg where that gets exportgd. It was an agreement
between the City of Sumas and the City bf Abbotsford that
we would now take their exported waSte, and I am not =o
sure what can be writteﬁ into that doéument as to stop the
this additional flow, a substantial additional flow.

| One thing that concerns me is this 2.5
million gallon diesel storage tank. Okay. That's a big
tank. But that's going to be there in order to fuel this
plant when what? In the winter when there's not encugh
electricity to go arcund it has to be diverted or the
natural gas can't go around, so we'll have to burn diesel
fuel, and I'm worried about the emissions coming from the
burning of the diesel fuel which T den't really cee
addressed in the mitigations-and potential impacts in this
document anyway.

The sound as alluded to by Mr. McKay, I
agree with them. Measuring decibels isn't really the be

all and the end all. I feel bad that on our side of the
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1 border the 0ld District of Abbotsford allowed a little
2 resaw plant to ¢o in right adjacent to the City of Sumas.
3 I hear this every night all night, and I am sure that it's
4 closer.to a loL more residents in the City of Sumas, and,
5 of course, the decibel level of that plant was certainly . 195-5
6 within acceptable limits, but you hear it all the time,
7 .and I am not sure that z plant of this size located within
8 about a mile and a half of my house I am not going to be
9 listening to all the time as well.
10 I am little a concerned with the
1z transmission of this many voltes in one line; what itt's
12 going to do as in terms of interference to domestic 19543
13 electronics, like your television, cell phones, radio
14 reception, and those sorxts of things.
15 S0 those are the things that jump cut at me
146 just reading this report. I am going tc leave with you
17 this evening a hastily put together petition. There's
18 200, approximately 200 residents in the littie hamlet in
18 Fuptingdon surrounded by agricultural land reserve and 195-7
20 industrial area, and the good ladies of our community ran
21 aroﬁnd with the petiticn and got 171 signatures here which
22 I will leave with you this evening, and the cover lietter
23 I'll just rsad out.
24 The following is a petition signed by the
25 residents of Huntingdcn‘B.C. We are a border community
FLYGARE & ASSQCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 25
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situated beside the Sumas, U.S5./Canada border crossing.
Theré are approximately 200 homes in our subdivision which
171 signatures have signed. The only people's signatures
that are missing with the exception of about four, count
them four, who do not agree with our position are those of
those that weren't at home at the time.

There is an overwhelming majority of
cltizens oppésed to the proposal by Sumas Energy 2 in the
building of their electric generation plant in Sumas and
the subsequent high voltage towers through the town of
Abbotsford. 1 will submit that.

And the last thing was the written comments
by the ladies of the town, and they say:

We are adamantly oppcosed te the construction
of high voltage power lines running through our city as
well as the electrical generation plant in Sumas. We are
fighting this through the mﬁnicipality, the provincial
government, and che federal levels in any way we can. We
have the support of virtually all the citizens affected,
and we will continue fighting to keep this out of our
community..

| We are concerned about health risks, air,
water, noise pollution, as well as the subsequant
devaluation of our homes, properties._ We are also upset

that we were not properly notified, and in most cases not
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notified at all of this proposal, and in fact, that we
cann&£ get clear answers to our questions.

I might digress there. I attended the
public information meeting at city hall in Abkotsford --
was it Wednesday evening -- and I talked to a number of
consultants. I think I got a collection of all their
business cards here and found cut through specific

questions to each consultant I got different answers, so I

really wasn't impressed with it. I thought it was more of

a2 sales snow job than it was really an information
meeting.

Getting back to the comments here. We have
had very little notice, and it seems that Sumas Energy 2,
as well as other others has planned this in that way. End
of that comment.

Which kind of, you know, I see that other
speakers have asked for more time to study this more.
Well, studying it more only costs more money, and rather
than waste that time why don't we just vote no against
this.

My last comment.is that this plant and the
high temnsicn lines through Abbotsford will oﬁly be builﬁ
over our dead bodies. That's because my ﬁeighbors and T
came down here and our wives said if yoﬁ den't stop that

don't bother coming home. Thank you for your time.
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MR. DeBRUYN: My néme is Paul DeBruyn. I
live;at 116 Aspen Drive in Everson, Washington. I've
lived in FEverson for 25 years. I am a part time bioclogy
instructor at Whatcom Community College. I have a degree
in environmental studies. My field of expertise is
wildlife. I plan to talk in depth abeout the problems with
the EIS and wildlife tomorrow night in Sumas.

Tonight I would like to talk abeout some of
the human impacts, implications, and some overall
observations regarding the EIS and the proposed plan.

I've had the EIS for a week now, and I read
it from front to back and from back to front, and it made
a lot more sense when I read it from back to front |
interestingly enough. The reason for this is I think
that's the way it was‘written. It was written with their
three word mantra no significant impact. They started
with that, and then they went back and they filled in the
rest of thez blanks.

The gentleman from Jones & Stokes gave
himself away a little bit tonight when he said we are
building in gas line across the border, and I would
suggest that perhaps the people from Jones & Stokes have
been going ocut to lunch too often with the people from
Sumas Energy 2.

The statement of need. The first secticn in
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1 the EIS cited a study that concluded we could or may
2 expegience enexrgy shortages if no new power is generated
3 and ne conservation measures are adopted. I say that's a
4 stretch. It makes no mention of four cogen plants that
5 have been constructed in Whatcom and Skagit Counties in
& the last few years with enough power to power over a 196-3
7 million homes. I would suggest that that might be enough
8 to counter the a hundred year cold 3nap or whatever
9 they're talking about.
10 The real purpose and need, purpose and need
11 I believe that'se their category of 8E2 is to make money.
12 -It's as simple as that. The money generated by this plant |
13 is, if they have their way, 1s going all to NESCO, also
14 known as Darrell Jones, one guy. One guy. This whole
15 thing is about a cash cow for one rich guy from Bellevue,
16 I mean it. I don't really think Mr. Jones needs the
17 money. - |
18 | According to the EIS he owns power plants
i9 and lumber mills from Michigan to Alaska. I say ease up.
20 SE2 is proud to spout what a good neighbor and how much
21 taxes they will pay if this plant is built. They alsc say 1964
22 on the very same page there are bills before the
23 legislature thét*would eliminate some or all of these .
24 . taxes. They are supported by SE2. It gays right there in
25 the EIS they are supported by SE2.
FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 29
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You can't have it both ways. Are vou going
to b; a goed neighbor and a good taxpayer or are geing to
be on corporate welfare, so you can make a profit?

Oh, and there's the 24 jobs. 23 in the EIS,
but maybe they counted Mr. Jones and Bellingham Herald.
Governor Locke and his staff concluded that 23 jobs was
not enocugh to justify the tax-tree status. I applaud
Governor Locke and his stzff for saying no to corporate
lobbyists. I wish our legislators had the same guts.
Representative Gardner and Tinville are hereby put on
notice that we will not forget this at the next election.
They may get an additional 23 or 24 votes from Sumas.

Let's talk a little bit about the costs.
The Canadians are downwind and dewnstreawm from the plant
and would bear the brunt of all the environmental
pollution. This is conveniently left out of the EIS. As.
if it all stops at the border. T think the EIS should
address all the problems in the ecogystem not just in the
U.s.

Let's talk a little bit about the watef
rights, Afe we really willing to give up all water fights
in Sumas for the next 20 years to a company that employsl
only 24 pecple and pays no taxes?

What about the air pollution? The

equivalent of a half a million automocbiles in the lower

f
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Fraser Vallcy, and they say no significant impact. I beg
to differ. Potential for disaster. Imagine two and a
half million gallons of diesel fuel on top of our agquifer,
upstream from a major metropolitan area and downstream
from an active wvcolcarno.

I remember the pyroclastic flow through
Mount St. Helen's and I doubt that 822 propoesed
containment basin would stard up to thac. I imagine the
consultants would have said before Mount St. Helen's no
significant impact.

I remember in 1997 going out in my front
yard and sesing a 700 foot cclumn of fire erupting out of
Sumas Mountain. No, it wasn't Mount Baker. Tt was &
natural gas pipeline, and two days later the same pipeline
went off in Kalama. I also remember standing in wmy front
vard in 192%% and seeing a black cloud emitting from
Bellingham and coming our way, wondering if my wife was
going to come home tonight.

I don't trust these guys. Driving down I-5
we've all seen the world's biggest white elephant, the
Trojan Nuclear Plant. DPart of the plant permanently
ruined for what turned out to be short-term profit. EFSEC
has a duty to us to see that thig does not happen in
Whatcom County. A blip in the price of natural glass and

SE2 is as useful as Trojan. Maybe that's the reason for
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1 the 2.5 million gallons of diesel.
2 ‘ I don't have time to refute the wheole EIS
3 tenight, buc I believe it is deeply flawed. I would ask
4 that EFSEC extend the comment period to approximate the 196-12
5 time in which Jones & Stokes had to prepare it with their
5 construction plans on hold indefinitely as far as the
7 raper 1s concerned. I can't see why S$E2 would object to a
8 time for an objective look at this documant .
9 In closing I would like to say that I think
10 the projectéd plant and power lines which have many 196-13
11 significant adverse impacts that could not mitigated, and
12 the reasonable course of action is the no action
13 alternative. Thank you.
14 MR. KAUFMAN: I wish I had more time to Speaker 197
15 brepare my presentation. I feel wholly inadequate to
16 address a lot of the issues in the EIS. My name is Mike
i7 Kaufman, K-a-u-f-m-z-n, 1620 Huntley Road, Bellingham,
18 98226,
19 I was a member-of the NOPE‘group back in the
20 early '90s. I 'worked on the 490 Initiative. I have
21 hundreds of hours of involvemenﬁ in the électric issue at
22 that time and have quite a few thiqgs to say. I will try
23 and restrict my comments toc certain things tonight and
24 speak about the transmission lines tomorrow evening.
25 | And on the transmission lines a brief note,
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all of the places that it's mentioned in the EIS, all the
timeé that it's been mentioned in the literature from
Sumas 2 Energy and other documents it's been stated here
tonight by the representative from Jones they definitely
shéuld come up with a new definition for double talk.

No matter how many times I hear it. It's
not in there, but it's in there. It's not proposed but
it's a connected acticn. It's pretty baffling.

‘My comment would be to a subject to be
included in the EIS I would like to see EFSEC's operating
orders included. Under what criteria are you operating?
What are you charged with? What is the state's rplan for
electric energy?

Without a clear concise pilan that the state
would lay on the table, how can we édequately site
generating facilities? What the state is doing is
reacting to a permit without being able to react from a
planf No business man in his right mind goesg into a
business without an adequate pian. You lose when you do
not have an the adequate plan on the table. T would like
to see that plan in the BIS statement in the Draft EIS.

Until you have clearly deflned you've
defined and stated ycour goals, the needs, the directions,
the who, what, where, why, and when of these electrical

projects you cannot act in the best interest of the
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citizens of the State of Washington. 1If you have no plan,
you ﬂave no basis for action. Who do you serve? I would
like to see that subject inciuded. I would believe you
would be here to serve all interested parties equally,.

But yet the actions that I have seen from
EFSEC seem to indicate otherwise. T have heard mention
that the permitting process was asked to ke put on a fas:
track. Another example of thie would be failure Lo notify
the public of scoping hearings in an adequate way, and I
think the EIS Draft illustrates this. It's kind of like a
computer. TIf you put junk in at one end, you get junk out
at the other end.

The EIS Draft I belisve is very inadequate,
does not list alternatives to the issues. The only
alternative we're given in this whole particular draft is

no action whatsocever. Eithex accept this as it's proposed

Or no action. We cannot comment on other alternatives

because there are none.

And also in representative to this fast
track-issue is a strictly controlled short comment period.

Cne menth is not enough time for the citizens and people

to go about their daily businesg and make their daily .

lives, read the draft, and adequately respond to the
issues. I would like to see the EFSEC expand the time

allowed to respond to the document.
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With that in mind, I would like to suggest
to bé included in the Draft Environmental Statement, ‘I
would like to see Whatcom County's Comprehensive Plan
Chapter 5 addressed in the issue. Back in the early '90s
under the state Growth Management Act there were
provisions to plan utilities, and I would say that Whatcom
County because of the no organization I was one of the
membetrs that called all of the utilities, all of the
government entities together, and for an over two-year
pericd of time we wrote Chapter 5 which planned utility
develcpment in Whatcom County.

Tc the best of my knowledge that plan has
not been loocked at, has not been menticned, has not been
addressed in any way, and maybe like a computer, if the
state does not have the their own utility plan, they
should default to Whatcom County and let our plan start
the process.

Also addressed should be addressed in the
EIS statement it sounds like a scoping hearing kecause of
the lack of public involvement in notifiéation of scoping
this really is kind of like a scoping system. I would
like to see it stated who would be responsible, liable for
the information that is in the draft, and what happens
long term in this process, the water rights, the air

rights, all the particular circumstances involved.
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There's the state involved, EFSEC. There's
the ;onsultant involved on writing the draft. There's the
proponent putting in the application. But what happens
when the well goes dry? Whét happens when the aif
emissions get above a certain standard? When in here do
they say we shut the plant down? When in here d&o they say
who's putting up the money? As one gentleman put it very
eloguently, "Who's going to bring me my bottled water?®

I think that these things should be
adequately addressed in the Draft Environmantal Impact
Statement. Toc many times at the end of the day it's all
finger pointing, and it's left to the citizens to try and
mitigate the activities.

In light of these comments that I've made I
believe the process is both flawed and corrupt. TIf EFSEC
lacks a clear operating plan, clear language for
proceduresg, and clear ruies of éngagement, I propose that

the EIS, all actions pertaining to Sumas 2 Enérgy be

dissolved; that the application should start over again

from the beginning. And only when EFSEC's procedures are
clear, and the plan is concise spelling out the procedures
for siting facilities can a credible process begin.

" The only support that I can give to the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement is to support the no

action alternative, It is the only alternative that I
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MS. VOSSBECK: My name is Wendy Vossbeck. I
live at 1441 Pollinder Road, Lynden, Washington.

And just kind of going through the scoping
it's confusing. On Page 3.1-30, air quality. It says the
primary greenhouse gases are carbon dioxide, and I will
refer to that from now on as CO2.

The various greenhouse gasés contribute to
global warming to different degrees. The relative
combination of CO2 to glcbal warming is estimated to be
roughly equal to all other greenhouse gases combined.
There is a consensus that €02 releaged by Zosasil fuel
combustion is the largest single source contributing to
global warming, accounting for up to half of the total.

According to Westinghouse's Expected 501F
Combustion Turkbine Performance Specification each cf the
Ewo turbines firing gas as base load with duct firing or
firing o0il as a base locad would emit approximately 140
tons of CO2 per hour. If both turbines were to fite oil

for 15 days and fire gas with duct firing for the

remaining 350 days, the facility weould emit approximately -

2.4 million tons of CO2 annually.
From last week's Sunday Bellingham Herald

Martha Coe, Director of State Department of Community
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Trade and Economic Development, stated the Sumas plant
alon; would increase Washington's natural gas consumption
by 20 percent and emit as much carbon dioxide as a half a
million c¢ars.

Under Air quaiity Chapter 1, Page 12, Table
1-2, potentizl impact, the generation facility would
contribute to emissions of "greenhouse gases”" such as CO2.

Mitigation: The applicant proposed to
cffset as much carbon as possible through the voluntary
investment of $100,000 per year in greenhouse gas
research, offsets, or management projects for ten vears.

Isn't that like shutting the barn deoor after
the cows get ocut?

Frem the Bellingham Herald another news
article that I had clipped out, Darrell Jones, NESCO
President, said he was pleased by the Draft EIS findings
that emissions of the proPdéed plant would have no adverse
effects on air quality.

The article goes on to say Canadians also
have expressed concerns about the plant's emigsions,
including the effect of carbon dioxide, the greenhouse gas
that does fall under regulations but contributes to global
warming. .

Hugh Wzllis, manager of the Air Cualitcy

Assessment of the B.C. Environment Ministry said Canadian
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1 officials have discussed their concerns about the plant.
2. ' There's a concern about the 3.2 tons a day
2 of pollutants, including nitrous oxide, lead, mercury, 198-2
4 ammonia, and arsenic keing released inte the air-
5 On Chapter 1, Page 11, Takle 1-2, Potential
6 Impact, emissions of toxic pecllutants such as ammonia, 198-3
7 benzene, formaldehyde, lead would occur.
8 Mitigation: None.
9 Potential impact upon deposition of sulfur
i0 and nitrogen compounds could occur. 195-4
11 Mitigation: None.
12 Potential impact: Decreased visibility in
198-5
i3 scenic areas could occur.
14‘ Mitigation: None.
15 We need more time to study thig. They've
1g had a lot of time to put this togetner. We are just down
17 to the wire. We need moie time. Please extend the 198-6
18 comment period, so we can at least sort this out. This is
i9 just one small part of this. Thank you. Very much.
20 MR. VOSSBECK: My name is Henry Vossbeck. I ‘Speaker 199
21 live at 1241 Pollinder Road, Lynden. .
22 | The transmission lines that are run through.
23 the county that the DEIS does not refer to are the private
24 property just on the ROW which is the right of way for the
25 _county roads. Where the property lines cross'the‘Nooksack
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River at the Pollinder and Timon Road this is private
prope?ty. And the county roads, and then the land begins
to the river is mine. It has not been discussed. Nobody
has talked to ms about it.

There are large cottonwood trees on this
property five to six feet through, over 100 feet tall.
They have been there since the early 1900s when the land
was homesteaded. They have been home to the protected
pald eagle. There is red hawk nests in them now. The
eagles roost in these trees year in and vear after year
since the 50s, since I have been in the county.

Now the U.$. government is trying to protect
the salmon through the Endangered Species Act as apolying
setbacks to plant trees along the river te cool the water.
They want these largs trees to shadow the water for longer
pericds and protect the salmon. You want to take them
out; yet the government wants us to plant trees and
protect it. It doesn't make sense.‘ '

The Sumas people, the Sumas 2 people have
come ontc my bropefty. They have trespassed over premium
artifacts and surveyed for the crossing. T did talk to
Mr. Jones about this at a meeting at one time. Fe did

apclogize tc me for their actions, but this is still

-private property. Nobody talks to me, asks me what I want

on it.
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1 The air quality on Page 3-1, now for the
2 Suma; plant they want to talk about burning fuel oil or
3 diesel fuel during the cold winter months and send smog
4 and the pollution over Whatcom County. A lot of this 199-4
5 occurs when we have a northeaster. That's when it would
6 be the coldest. That is when natural gas will be
7 curtailed. Nothing in the DEIS states what will happen
8“ over Lake Whatcom, Bellingham for the pollutants. The
g haze that will affect the mountaing, thHe tourism. It's
10 not in your DEIS statement.
11 I do ask that we do extend for at least 30
12 days, if not more, more time for us to go through this 199-5
13 paper. I have only had a short period, a 400-page
14 document. Please extend the time. Thank you.
i5 MS. NOTEBOOM: My name is Marlene Noteboom. Speaker 200
16 I live at 8000 Thiel Road in Lynden, Washington. T'm a
17 mediéal technologist‘by trade, and I'm married to a dairy
18 farmer, so I get a little bit of everything you might say.
19 There are many concerns in this DEIS. aside from the fact 200-1
20 that this document is'inconsistént and not user friendly.
21 I find it interesting that Whatcom County -
22 transmission lines are now discussed as an alternative,
23 and BC Hydro shows nc interest in purchasing the power. I 200-2
24 also find it intéresfing that I see PSE trucks géing down
25 the road today as a matter of fact taking notes. He
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smiled and waved as I went by. I wonder what those notes
were;about-

My family is 20 feet.from a proposed line,
and I have concerns about the high amperage and EMFs,
stray voltage for our dairy cows, falling lines, and the
obvicus property devaluation that according to the county
assessor who was quoted in the newspaper the other davy

would drop our property values 20 to 20 percant.

Mailings between Christmas and New Years Eve

ware not receivéd by many residents and were not designed
to stimulate any concern. There are discrepanciesg
throughout the DEIS on how the transmission line corridors
would be maintained and where they would go. References
and grafts for electromagnetic fields, and that would be
on Page 3.12-8 are poorly referenced because there are
far, far more than seven studies on electromagnetic fields
and bio effects that should have been included. Choosing
sentences out of context from seven studies shows a
definite bias.

| " The massive amount of water df 1.2 million
gallons per day being pulled from the aguifer lesaves the
Northeast County and the City of Sumas with little hope
for future development that requires water, and the use of
all that water that presents ancther prcblem on the other

end. We are talking about a maximum discharge of 368,540
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gallons a day of cooling tower blowdown, chemical
neutéalization tank discharges and domestic sewage.

Has the Abbotsferd treatment plant
contracted for this tremendous increase? 1If so, do they
understand all the chemicals that will need to be taken
out before discharging into their Fraser River?

Page 2-30 states all indications are that
Abbotsford and FRVD will welcome S2GF's flows as an
additional revenue source. The City of Sumas has a waste
water treatment plant and NPDES permit to discharge up to
124,000 gallons per day into the Sumas River.

If Abbotsford does not accept this‘waste
water is it going to go into the Sumas River? We need to
know these things, and we need to know what is coming into
that discharge or out as the case may be, and whether or
not it's going to be treated properly.

A 2.5 millicn gallon fuel tank sits on top
of the aquifer for backup power generation. Yes, an
impervious basin is suppose to be built. What is that
impervicus basiﬁ supposed to be made cut of? I haven't
seen toc many impervious things. And is it really worth
the risk of damaging that aquifer?

An alternative refueling route for this tank
would be to take trucks from Ferndale to the Axton Road té

the Guide Meridian and then to the Lynden border crossing.
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They would then go across Canadian highways and then cross
at tﬁe hbbotsford water cressing again to bring the fuel
back down to the tank. These rcads, particularly the
Guide Meridian, are already well traveled and don't need
any more trucks.

Several other tanks of cils and chemicals
will also be present. These are listed on Page 2-17. As
of our community's Right to Know Act per Department of
Ecology we feel it's necessary to have MSDS gheets which
are Materials Safety Data Sheets on all these chemicals,
0 the general public can see what hazards are associated
with them. A couple of these mixtures are called
proprietary prodﬁcts. These I found out today are trade
secrets. However, we do have the right to know what those
dahgers are.

Another interesting discrepancy is the
solicitation of 200 to 400 workers for three years. Page
2-11 states that there may be 400 workers for the peak
construction activity of four months. Total construction
activity is estimated at 18 months. Last week at the
public hearing for anhydrous ammonia a company
representative said they would hope to completel
construcﬁion in cne yeaf. Sounds'like.a few discrepancies
to me. |

Our air quality is of extreme importance,

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS

Volume 2

FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 44

200-11

200-12

200-13

Transcript of April 3 Public Hearing - Page 44



10
11
12
i3

14

16
17
18
18
20
21
22
23
24

25

and company proponents have been ¢laiming how clean and
staté of the art this plant would be. To show how clean
our ambient air is they chose 19296, '97 and '9s air
quality data from Abbotsford air station to compare to
Canada's and the U.S. standards. T contend that none of
the air quality data is valid and should be resubmitted
with 1298 values, since is IKO Roofing came into
production after the air quality data on Page 3.1-7 was
taken.

Page 3.1-9 shows that IKC is an increment
consuming industrial source that has significant emissions
of particulate matter and SOz, Shoulda't the company have
to take into consideration any increment scurces from
across the border also, éince there is not a wall for air
at the border? At least not that T have seen.

BM10 pafticulate matter along with ozone was
already a concern in 1998, What about doing 19997 voC
the surrogate for ozone is listed as being 156 tons per
year. Page 3.1-10 per DCE any net increase of 100 tons
per year of VOCs requires an ambient impact analysisz. T
have yel to see such an analysig,

While observing these inconsigtencies which
I éertainly don't have the time to attack in detail T was
puzzled by a difference in tables from the application to

the DEIS. These tables were ident%cal but for oné
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exception. 1In the application submitted in January of
2000, Table 6.1-19 on Page 6.1-43 compares S2GF
predictions and all other industrial sources to Class 1
increment levels. Next to that is the proposed Class 1
significant impact leﬁels. The same table in the DEIS on
page 3.1-18 is lacking the proposed levels. Pex DOE these
propesed levels are in the Federal Register Volume 61
since 1996. The Department has been working on these
revisions for three and a half years and are slated today
to repropose and possibly adopt these regulations this

fall. They would cover ambient monitoring and computer

dispersion modeling.

It was confi;med that if this company wexe
permitted prior tc adopting these new regulaticns, Sumas
Energy 2 would be grandfathered in under the old levels
and would be abie to legally continue polluting for the
life of the plant which may be anywhere from 20 to 50
years. That's 761 tons per yeaxr at, oh, let's say 30
years. That's 22,830 tons of regulated pollutants, and
tﬁat doesn't even include the two million tonslof co2
because thét's not regulated.

Alsc they didn't feel it necessary to
include any othér scurces when their levels seemed
insignificant. Is all this just an oversight or is this

an intentional deletion in the DEIS that would enhance the

200-16

200-17

200-18
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1 guick permitting process just as they requested expedited
2 permit processing with their first application? Asking
3 for the comment period to proceed the DEIS was also an
4 attempt to speed up the procéss and avoid the pubklic
S scrutiny. There are many more issues in this cverwhelming
) document, and we the citizens we don't get a salary. We
7 don't get any money to educate, study, and determine the 200-19
8 significance. Therefo:e,rl respectfully request at least
9 a 30-day extension to this comment periocd to allow egqual
10 time for thorough investigation and answers toc our
11 questions. Thank vou.
12 MS. HOAG: That was so good, Marlene. Eﬂoeakew 201
13 I had a cecuple comments about the DEI3S and
14 about our standards, etc. I'll start with the noise
15 section,
16 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Identify yourself.
17 MS. HCAG: I am sorry. I am Connie Hoag.
18 I'm a Whatcom County Council Member, and I sat on the
: 1% BFSEC Council until December when I stepped down, and I
20 appreciate it that you'fe here today to take comments on
21 the Draft DEIS, and I would echo the comments that have
‘22‘ been ﬁade earlier. We need more time. I have had two
23 weeks to try to skip this in between my Council duties,
24 and it's not enough time. | |
25 | I have been able to look at the noise
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impacts in depth. The rest of them I have only been able
to skgm, and so I would ask that you please extend the
commant period on it. I noticed when someone came to our
Council about something else having to do with gas
pipelines they gave us this little federal energy
bulletin, and it talked about a Draft EIS and the comment
period, and on the pipeline they gave a 45-day comment
period. And this project has pipelines, transmission
lines, air emissicns, water impacts. It has so much more
than just a pipeline, and yet you have given us a smaller
public comment period, so I really would encourage that ke
lengthened.

Alsc along that line it says in the Drafz
BIS, and it was mentionad tonight also that the £inal EIS.
will nct come out until after adjudiéation. And if that's
the case, could we have a reﬁised draft prior to the
adjudication? Because there are a lot of questions that
people have asked and a lot of things that are being
pointed out that are not adeguately covered in ﬁhis, and
people need to-be able to have those answers in order to
effectively intervene in the adjudication process;

Noise was what I wanted to start with.
Appendix B shows that both the LEQ and LDN levels are
aﬁove the city ordinance, state law, and EMA standards

with the already existing noise sources. The last
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paragraph on Page 3.3-4 references only EPA and HUD, and
it déesn't mention that the existing scund levels are
above city ordinance and state law alsc.

The DEIS lists IKO as a source of noise but
does not explain until the last paragraph that IKO is not

included in Appendix B, so one can safely assume that

greater viclations of sound standards are already in

existence. Current sound levels should be monitored,

inecluding the IKO plant, before assumptions are made about

the resulting ncise levels that this plant is adding.

ENM modeling on Pages 3.3-7 through 3.3-11
do not address the properties at a greater distance
affected by smokestack noise. It appears to only address
lateral noise.

A University of Washington professor who ig
an expert in noise explained the doughnut effect created
by smokestack noise, but the DEIS does not address this.
This additional information should be taken into account
and should be addressed. The doughnut effect is that you
have lateral noise created right at the site that then
dies off with distance and dies off as things block it, so
you can effectively mitigate it with berms, etc. Then you
will have a silent ring where nc one hears anything from
the piant, and then at greater distances you will hear the

noise from the smokestack. BAnd ncne of the modeling, not
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in the application nor in the DEIS addresses that.

. I live four miles from the current plant,
and the current plant hag 125 megawatts. We hear that
plant every night when we go to bed and every morning when
we get up .in the morning. And when they did the modeling
ahead of time, they told us we wouldn't hear that plant.
We absolutely do.

And I have been recently diagnosed with

fibromyalgia, and the doctor said that fibromyalgia cne of

the contributing factors is not getting deep sleep. 1
can't say this plant contributed to my illness, but I do
know that every night when I put my head on the piiléw I
hear it, and that plant is one fifth the size of this new
plant.

In the Draft EIS on Page 3.3-2 it refers to
the A—weighting of decibels. It appears to allow greater
levels of low frequency noisge, and this is something that
Mr. McKay mentioned. It's that lower frequeﬁcy thét goes
right through the walls. It's that vibration that you
hear, that you feel, and yet you are only locking at dba.
You're looking at A-weighted decibels. You're not looking
at total sound, and we believe this is the sound that we
hear each night.

Section 3.3.5 states that because noise

standards are not predicted to be exceeded no additional
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mitigation is sugcested. This completely ignores that.

In Appendix B it shows that in 1998 nighttime residential
standards were already being violated, and that IKQO has
come on line since then, and this plant will further
increase violations. That statement should absolutely be
reviged, and there is no way to mitigate it, since they'xe
already violating the standards. They either need to make
the current plants quieter or not allow'any addifional
nolse to come on.

3.3.6 on Pége 3.3-11 once again the IKO
levels are not included and vioclations are already
occurring. How can Sumas put in a new noise generator
when they're already violating state law, their own

ordinance, and EPA standards? Why does the informaticn

distributed by the City of Sumas not match the information

in the DEIS, and I am referring to an errata sheet which
the City of Sumas put out that shows that the current

range cf nichttime hourly LEQOs at the Jager-Bauter

.residential line is 42 to 50, and the range of nighttime

hourly LEQs at the Frost residents is 39 to 52, but yet if
vou leck in Appendix B, it tells you that at the Bauter
residence they have had LEQs all the way up to 77.5. At
Jager's residence they had LEQs of 72.9. Excuse me. I'm
sorry. That's Lmax. That was a different thing I was

going to talk to you about. I am serry.
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But the existing the existing LEGs at the
Jager residence are 53.2 and yet this says 392 to 52. The
existing LEQs at the Bauter residence are 54.5, and this
says 42 to 50.

The important thing about the noise levels
is what they said before about the decibels. Every ten
decibels is a doubling of the scund. The charts that are
in the DEIS show that at 40 decibels it already interferes
with sleep. and this shows that at residential boundaries
they are predicting to have levels -- excuse me -- they
are predicting to have cumulative sound levels of 55.4,
55.8, and 53.6, 58.6, 55.5, and 58. Those are tremendous
noise impacts at residential sites. Those are violations
of the city crdinance which says it cannct be more than
50. It's viclations of the state ordinance which says it
cannot be mere than 5C, and it's viclations of EPA. EPA
says 55 maximum. All of those are violétions of that.

How you can proceed with a project that
violates standards and then claim that you're meeting
standards is bevyond me.

On the air, the point of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement was to talk about the
impacts on the environment and on people, but yet it does
not address affects on public health. Thers are numerous,

numerous studies that. have addressed the impacts on public
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1 health from these pollutants, and this DEIS has virtually
2 ignored them. I'1l read some of_them to you just guickly.
3 Some of the ones that are cited here in this report are --
4 and I'm sorry. I'm usually up there. I am nct near as
5 nervous up there.
6 Respiratory Health and PM10 Pcllutiomn, &z
7 A Daily Time Séries Analyesis and the American Review of
8 Regpiratory Disease; Air Pollution and Daily Mortality in
9 London, the British Medical Journal; Air Pollution and
10 Mortality in Barcelona, the Journal of Epidemiology and
11 Community Health.
12 There are studies_after studies. I've got
13 four pages just of footnotesg of studies that are cited in 201-11
14 this report that I am listing in here, and when they
is summarize them here are some of the summaries of them
16 which should be taken intc account, and this information
17 should be included in the DEIS.
18 ' It says in 10 of 11 APHEA studies sulfur
18 dioxide at ambient levels was shown to have adverse health
20 effects. In 7 of the 8 studies where premature mortality
21 was examined significant associationg were found with
22 dalily levels of 802, and in all five studies where
23 hospital admission was examined significant associations
24 were found with 802 levels.
25 ' ‘ Pecople talk about this plant will meet the
FLLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 53
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standards. Our standard for 802 is 262 micrograms pexr
cubic meter for ambient air. These ctudies show -- that's
& 24-hour level by the way. These studies éhow that a

24 -hour ievel of 802, a change from ten micrograms per
cubic meter to 60 micrograms per cubic meter would be
associated with a three percent increase in total daily
mortality, a four percent incréase in cardiac and
respiratory mortality, and a two percent increase in daily
respiratory hospital admissions, and we have a standard of
262. Doesn't that make you feel gafe?

In regards to airborne pafticula;es a study
that was done by POPE, et al. showed = 7.5 percent health
outcome change per ﬁen miligrams per cubié meter increacge
in S04 which is a particulate that's formed from sulfur
dioxide. | |

With carbon monoxide studies showed that on
average an 11.6 milligram per cubic meter increase in
carbon monoxide was associated with a 25 parcent increase
in hospitalization for elderly patients with congestive
heart disease. This study concluded that approximately 8
percent, and this was a Canadian report here,
approximately 8 percent cf all nontraumatic mortality in
Canadian cities is attributable to ambient air pollution
generated from the combustion of fossil fuels.

Current evidence suggests that for most of
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the fossil fuel related pellutants, O3, carbon moncxide,
sulfur dioxide, and 02, which is the NOx that they
referred to, PM10, which is a particulate matter, there is
no safe level or threshold; that is, there is no level
below which there are no adverse health outcomes.

Then how can a DEIS say that with this plant
putting cut three tons per day of these very pollutants
there will be nc significant impact? |

This infermation needs té be included. oOur
Public Health Advisory Board just reéently had a meeting,
énd one of the members on it is Mary Ellen Shields. She's
a pediatrician. And she had just recently attended a
national seminar, and one of the big focuses was the
effects of air pollution on asthma. 2Asthma rates are
rising tremendously. In this report here it says that
they have risen 28 percent in the last ten yvears, and thay
were focusing on the connection between air poilution and
asthma and the alarming increase in wortality rates
assoclated with asthma.

Now that data is out theré. It should be
included in the Draft Envirommental Impact Statement. The
area impacts to Canada are not adequately addressed by
Draft environmental Impact Statement, and air impacts
would mostly go north due to the prevailing winds.

There was a recent Bellingham study of
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ambient air that was done by NWAPA, and it found
formaldehyde in the air, formaldehyde above suggestive
safety thregholds and much higher than in most cities in
the United States. And at NWAPA, which is the Northwest
Alr Pollution Autherity, and I serve on that board, and
the question was where's the formaldehyde coming from?
Nobody knew. Well, there's a gas powered power plant
right next to GP here. And if vou look in the tableslin
what's coming out of this élant formaldehyde is there.

Now I can guarantee you that any modeling
that was done for any of the pollution scurces in this
area said it's not going to be a prcblem. TIt's not going
to be above threshoids, but it is. And the modeling and
the standards that we have are not significant, are not
sufficient to protect us.

I recently returned to my hometown which is

a small farming community in California. And when T left

there, they were below their clean air ceilings. They put

in a power plant just before I left. That was my first

introduction to power plants. That's not the sole gource

of their problems; however, now 12 years later they are in
severe nonattainment, and they got there legally permitted

cand under all the same EPA guidelines that we were relying

on here to protect us. The local air pollution district

there is petitioning the state and petitioning EPA to
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allow themselves to draft stricter guidelines to be able
to address their air pollution problems.

And somebody said,.well, you know, vyou have
more inversions down there than you do up there. Yeah,
that's right. We do. And that was suppose to all have
been taken into account in the modeling, But it wasn't.
And it'slthe same thing all over. Local conditions are
suppose to be taken into account. They are not.

The EPA listings of toxics produced by
burning oil shows aluminum, but the DEIS and the
application do not list aluminum in their toxic charts.
We need to find ocut why not.

Chromium & is the subject of the recent
movie Erin Brokovich. Chromium 6 apparently can be
absorbed through the skin with deadly results. According
te the DEIS this plant will be emitting Chromium 6 into
aixr. The source of this is unclear. While EPA shows that
burning certain types of oil produce Chromium &, the type
of oil this plant proposes to use does not. Could this
emission be frem the anticorrosive agent used in the
cooling towers? It is listed in the DEIS as a proprietary
substance. How can the public be protected from any
hazardous substance in a proprietary compound?

We also have concerns about the cooling

tower sludge being landfilled. Because whatever is being
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used in those cooling towers could very well be hazzrdous
and the DEIS says that they don't think it's going to be
classified hazardous, and it will be Landfilled. |

If it is found that Chromium 6 is in thoga
coeling towers or any other hazardous substances, they
should not be landfilled, or if they ére, they should be
required to be in special hazardous substance landfills.

Do the air impacts include IKO? The noise
impacts don't. I don't think the air ones do either, and
IKO is something that we get more complaints on at NWAPA
than any other‘thing in the county.

Cn the toxics that are coming out of the
towers i'd like to know why there is a change from the
original application which lists 20 toxics to the sscond
application which only lists 13. TI:t's very stfange
because in the second application they're adding the
burning of oil which should have generated then even more
toxics, but yet the original application which only had
natural gas lists more. Why the difference and where did
those othex toxins go?

I am sorry that I am disorganized, but this
has been on the fly here because of the short amount of
time that we have. On the 115 kV lines on Page 3.12-7 it
talks about the EMFs that would be created; however, it

doesn't say if that would be specific to the load and

4
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i configuration for this project. And Page 3.12-8 is

2 confusing, and it also states that the nearest house is

3 approximately 75 feet from the proposed lines. That is

4 absolutely untrue. There have been numercus pecple that
5 have contacted me who are very, very close where the

6 proposed lines would be 20 feet from their homes.

7 On the socioeconomics it does not refer to
8 FERPA at all, and that should be addressed. The

2 application refers to this plant being an expansion of

10 their current plant. Does that mean then they would

i1 qualify for thelr power to be purchased under the same

12 PERPA contract that their first plant is under?

13 The sociceconomics does not address the

14 decreased taxes that would be coming into the City of

15 Sumas and tc the Whatcom County due to devaluation of

16 property. The impacts of increased health care costs due
17 to the pollution is not cevered.

18 At the public scoping meetings I was there
19 sitting on the EFSEC board, and I remember a couple

20 specific questions that are not in this DEIS. One of the
21 farmers asked what will be the affect on water supply for
22 farmers? It's not addressed.
23 One of the other questions was what about
24 radio and T.V. interference from the lines? It's not
25 addressed.
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I wanted to comment on NESCO's integrity.
Mr. Haskell started ¢ff the meeting tonight talking about
what a great company they are. Mr. Haskell didn't tell
you he had the contract to build the first plant, anﬁ he
alsoc has the contract to build the second plant.

| The letter to the letter tc the editor, the
guest editorial that was written by Darrell Jones which by
the way did not identify himself as the owner of the
proposed project stated that the eritics of the Ffirst
ylant used scare tactics.

Well, I was involved in opposing the first
plant, and what we did was make a copy of what the air
emissions would be from the.application and gave thét to
people. Now if Mr. Jones thinks that's scary, I agree.
But I don't think that it qualifies as a scare tactic.

And in terms of the track record we also
notified people what would happen with the taxes. This
supposed tax base that's suppose to help all of us so much
and it's suppcse £o be thé oné redeeming value of the
plant. The taxes generated from that plant come from cur
utility bills. That's the PERPA contract that I am
referring to. The federal government has laws encouraging
alternate sources of energy, and this plant found a cute
little loophcle. Because they're using the steam to dry

lumber they qualified under the PERPA, which forced Puget
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Sound Energy to purchase the power from them for nearly
three times what they can purchace the power off the ¢rid.
Well, that increase was passed onto the
consumers. Every bit of tax base that we get off that
plant comes out of our utility bills, and in the meantime
Mr. Jones skims the profits off the top. We're getting
back léss than we're putting in, and we are also getting
our air polluted, and we're getting cur water used up.

In regards to the track record'of the

~company and its integrity, when we distributed those air

emissions to the people in the City of Sumas, so many
pecple turned out for the public hearing, bﬁt théy '
couldn't fit them in the hall. Mr. Jones responded by
pulling his application, so that tﬁere could not be a
public hearing and noné of the comments could go on the
public record. He then resubmitted the application the
next mornipg, and he insisted that the application be
approved in the middle of the Sumas flood.

,- Sumas was under water when SE1 was approved.
Noﬁe of the public was able to be there, and they had to
drive out in the streets to pick up the City Council
members to get the plant approved. That is the track
record of the company that you're dealing with. What they
say and what they are, are two very different things.

Oh, one other comment regarding the PERPA,
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1 and the Zact that we have to pay all this through our

2 bills. PSE has renegotiated their contracts with three of

3 the other cogen plants that they were forced to by power

4 from under the PEREA in order to help lowsr the cost.

5 Mr. Jones has refused to reﬁegotiate. 201-26
6 People that say the company is a great |

7 neighbor I would ask them if they know what the air’

8 emigsgions are coming from the smokestack, and the

3 landscaping is just beautiful, but with the millioﬁs that

10 they have bee# pulling out of our pocketbooks they can

11 afford it. |

12 ‘The long-term acidificatien of &etlands,

13 sufface waters, and farmlands has not been addressed due

14 to the svlfuric acid miét and the sulfur dioxide releases,

15 and the option of discharging effluent tﬁrough the Sumas 201-27
16 NPDES permit must absolutely be ruled out. The Sumas
17 River is already highly polluted. Johnson Creek which

18 runs passed this plant hasra TMDL on it because of toco
19 high of temperatures, and the discharge waters according
20 to the DEIS will contain just discharge from chemical
21 neutralization tanks.
22 I support the no action alternative. No
23 plant, no air emissions,rno water squandering, no 2.5 201-28
24 million gallon oil tank, and no power lines. Thank you.
25 MR. HOEKSTRA: Hello. My name is Fred Speaker 202
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Heekstra, and I live in Abbotsford, Huntingdon, B.C., and
I am not really prepared here, so I am going to be just
kind of winging it along here. I am not going to be too
technical iike other people up here were. I just want to
talk about some of the facts that have been happening
arcund the ares.

First thing, this air qguality testing at the

Abbotsford Airport is at the higher range area. it's a

higher part of the area, so if vou're going to get air

gquality it's goincg to be the least amount there. Now our
mountains channel towards Chilliwack. There's in the
summertime you canrsee a wall of pollutants there, and the
last few summers I heve been listening to the radio
because my son does have asthma as well. 2And I can hear
them talking on the radio about people staying indoors
todaf because the air quality is so poor.

Now this NESCO they might meet up to the
standards, what they call for, but when vou're meeting
standards, I mean we have what we call air care in
abbotsferd on vehicles. Now they have to meet up to
standard as well, but if you're adding thousands of
vehicles on the road everyday what is this adding to?

And now you talk about air impact. Is there
air flowing towards us from where the scuthwest wind is

blowing? Yes, it is. It's going right over the top of my
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house, and it's heading téwards Chilliwack to add to that
wall of peliutants.

Now there's a few little things about NESCO.
They seem to be quite misinformed of things. I only found
out é few days ago about the hydre power lines coming .
through our backdoor. Like I say I'm not really preparsd
here that weil, but just excuse me. My throat's a little
funny here too.

They propose the lines to go through. I'11
start wiﬁh that. This is the map that was given to us.
The map is about four or five yearé old. Now they'ﬁe
given us this paper here, and the only studies,we have was
a visual impact. Now they got areas in here since this |
map has come out our little community of Huntingdon has
doubled in size. There's been businesses out along this
particular route, and these bhusiness haven't even had a
chance to express their point of view. I know personally
know people that work aleng those railway tracks, and they
will be directly underneath thcse power liﬁes.

Now some pecple say it's nongignificant, if
I could get that word rightf as far as the health concerns
about underneath power lines. Now, I personally know
people that got leukemia when they lived under power
lines. Now I have got a bock at home, and that's what

they talk about, skin cancer, blah-blah-blah. 21l right.
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I'm not going to get too technical about that.

So those are my concerns. The only thing I
would like teo say is well is that we are all opposed up
there. George Ferguson, our mayor, he apparently knew
about this proposal last year. Now, him and Theresa‘
Strong, his right-hand person, and between the two of them
they did know.  MNow there was a meeting called today at |
Council. 2And apparently George aﬁd the Council people
were arguing with each other as far as who knew what and
who did know and who didn't know and George is saying
everybody knew. The Council was saying, "No, they didn't
know, " and, "Yes, you did know," George was saying.

Now T find it a little strange that this is
a big proposal here, and where's the information? NESCO
has goche throcugh all the right hoops to get their line
through the right of way. The only thing they needed was
Abbotsford to give the final stamp, and it's only because
there's been a few little fliers sent out to a few
regidents, the minimum amount that was reguired to let
people notify as far as the lines coming through, and
these ads pecple thought they were junk mail. They didn't

loock like prcper forms or anything, so most of them went

into the garbage.

But there was one lady, and she came

forward, and she wrote in the paper and said this is
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1 what's coming. And then all of a suddent there's been an
2 uproar. "What's going on? What's going on?" everybody

3 says. We've got an' Abbotsford Downtown Rusiness

4 Asscciation. He says, "What's going on here?" You know,
s and everybody is fighting now and 2ll of a sudden

6 everything is uproared here. |

7 People aren't even that informed about the

8 plan to cross the line. That's only just, you know, a

9 bird's fly away. The only thing I wéuld like to see is,
10 ves, there should be more studies. - We would like to have 202-6
11 more information on what exactly is being proposed, and

12 what's the impact and so forth. So the only question I

13 got here is why is this map four vears old and why dig it
14 only a visual inspectlon or visual accessment? Why not

i5 health and so forth? Thank vyou. Bye-bye.

15 MS. SHIELDS: My name is Elerine Shields. I Speaker 203
17 live on Halverstick Road between Hammer Road and Southwell
18 Road. That's a half a mile stretch, sc the present Sumas
i8 -Energy 1 plant is exactly five miles from my house, ny
20 residence, but four and a half miles from my land.

21 I'm a business woman. -I've been in business
22 for 37 years, in the amount of time that I have lived on
23 that property, and though I have retired from teaching
24 public school and retired from being a secretary to the
25 City of Seattle when I lived there and also working in the
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1 courthouse in Pierce County and other jobs that I have

2 .had, I consider myself an honest business woman. I try to
3 ~deal fairly with my employees, and I certainly do not

4 treat people like NESCO, anyway the SUMAé Energy 2 people
5 have treated pecple.

6 ' I first heard about this at the meeting in
7 September, and that wasn't very well publicized and after
8 | .- thaﬁ. And so why was it that the application was made in
9 January 1999, and yet I heard hardly anything about it in
10 | the newspapers untii September? 2And I believe that was
11 the purpose of them. They didn't want to us to know very
i2 much about it. At that meeting I was convinced that it
13 would be very bad for our community, very bad for the

14 environment, and I was impressed by some of the speakers
15 who spoke at that meeting who spoke tonight.

16 Then at Christmas times there's a big

17 envelope came right during the holidaYs, and I think it
18 was planned that way, so we would be so busy we wouldn't
19 try to take time to watch it. And then they had an open
20 house in Sumas on January 4 right when I was still trying
21 tc get my Christmas letter written and trying to do thaﬁ,
22 and.I know that was planned when we ware busy and when we
23 wouldn't notice it. Why didn't they plan that open house
22 in October or November? I think they didn't plan it in
25 October because it was so near the comments, adverse
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comments in September.

And I would like to read part of Mary
Barrett, the Counsel for the Environment from ocur state
Attorney General's Office. She said the letter sent to
residents of Sumas and the property owners along the
alternative transmission were not designed toc make the
average citizen pay attention or come to the cpen house,
and then I heard the people say, well, only 60 people
atterded the open house, and that is probably why.

She, Maxy Barrett, wrote the format was
ineffective because the attendees need basic information
before they can ask the right cquestions. The facts sheets
were light on specifics and 4id not give information the
average person would understand. The consultants gave
technical answers which could be misunderstood by the
average person.

And all of us citizens, even with me with
all of the education that I have had which I've worked
hard to attain, this is all very technical information for
us. Like all those PM2. I've learned that was
particulate matters, and it made sense to me when a farmer
who lived near the present Sumas Energy 1 plant said that
his picnic table was all covered with this substance, and
that it's bad for the air.

Then the people of us who were against

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS

Volume 2

FLYGARE & ASSQCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 68

203-1

203-2

Transcript of April 3 Public Hearing - Page 68



1 having such a thing, such a facility had a wmeeting on

2 Jaﬁuary 29, and at that some people spoke and said that

3 they had come from Chicago for a cqualify of life here; the
4 qualify of life that they dida't think would be in Chicago
5 in this beautiful area.

& Also I have met with people in the Academy

7 for Lifelong Learring through Western Washington

B University which I am enrclled and they say, "Oh, I Jjust

5 envy you people who have lived here in this bezutiful part
10 of the country all of your life.® They think this is

11 wonderful, and vet we would risk losing that beautiful

12 environment for a facility which would cause so much

13 envircnmental concerns, g0 much emissions such as the

14 other speakers have told about in detail.

15 And my grandscon has asthma. He had an

16 asthma attacé last week when I was writing to Pete Kremen,
17 and it's hard to see him suffer, and yet these emissions
18 “would make that worse. And also I am very concerned about
19 our being a good neighbor to Canada. I live where I can
20 see cars and buses and trucks go passed on the Canadian
21 road, and I want to be good neighbors with them, and I

22 " think it's terrible that this company has not notified
23 them, the pecple that you have heard speak from Canada
24 tonight.
25 1 am concerned about using much, much gravel
FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 69
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1 that could ke used for roads to £ill up this wetland when
2 we need wetlands. I pase by this every time I go to
3 Sumas, and I see the trees that would be cut down, and yeﬁ
4 this compaﬁy sayé wéll they have cther wetland, the
5 enhanced wetland. ﬁell, someone explained to,.well, they 2035
g have wetlands in ancther area. That doesn't mean they
7 will enhance the wetlands there. They're destroyinglthat,
g so that the next flocd would possibly flcod the homss in
9 Sumas even worse. |
10- And T am alsé concerned abocut the tall
11 poles. Not only is the visual impact a danger, but during
12 the northeast winds thelpoles along wy propéfty could be
13 blown down very easily. I mean it happened on Badger 203-6
14 Road, and if the propcosed plan's emissions are under the .
i5 légal limit as reported in the March 22 Lynden Tribune,
16 then those legal limits should be more restrictive and
17 other people, other speakers tonight have spoken about
18 that in detail.
19 Because I aﬁ alarmed by all those toxic
‘ 203-7
20 substances. I did not want any plant to ever be built
21 such as this. I urge that an extensicn cof time for the
22 comment period be at least a month or twe months beyond 203-8
23 April 17, 2000. I support the no acticn alternative.
24 MS. LOERCH: Helloc. My name i_s Ronna Speaker 204
25 Loerch. I live at 116 Aspen Drive in Everscn, Washington.
FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 70
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I'm a nurse, and many parts of this DEIS statement concern
me. I have had very little time to read it and study it.
But first to comment about NESCO as a
friendly neighbor. I heard that comment about the picnic
tables at a Council meeting that I attended, and that they
had complained to the company about their lawn furniture

being ruined by the particulate fallocut and that the

‘company had agreed, had cffered to replace their lawn

furnlture, so perhaps this is what the mayor is talking

abqut in that NESCO is such a friendly neighbor.

And that may be a benefit those klnds of
thlngs, but I would like to talk a little about the cost,
the other side of the benefit. EFSEC has been working on
this document for about over a year, and I have had about
two weeks to study it, so I would like a little bit more
time, so I will get on that bandwagon and ask that you
extend this comment period for ancother 30 days at least.

But I would like to make a couple comments.
about the noise, and I won't be as learned as those who
have talked before me about tﬁe noise, and I learned quite
a lot tonight from them and thank you. But what I would
like to say, I teach nursing by the way, is that you cite
three studies, 1980, 1984, and a 1974 study from the EPA
on levels of environmental noise regquisite to protect

public health and welfare with an adequate margin of
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safety.

1974 is just a little old in my mind for
this kind of study. I am sure that there is many more
research about cumulative effects of noise since 1974.
These are old studies and I'd ask you to span ?our study
further. I think you could do a little bit better than
that. I wouldn't really accept those references from my
students.

You state that the proposed project meets
the standard, and I have heard other pecple talk about
meeting the standard and acceptable limits and that sort
of thing, and I read that in this vervy short section a few
times, but I would guestion that the standard is
appropriate, and certainly we wouldn't rely con s:tudies
from '74 and '80s to determine appropriate standards for
ncise.

The standard however that you're talking
abcut in your study is 55 to 70 decibels. You also then
say in that section on noise that this is considered loud,
and that it's given at three feet from a vacuum cleaner.
So you can imagine sleeping three feet from a vacuum
cleaner running all night. That would be just a bit
noisy.

I 1live about two miles from a resaw mill,

and I cannot sleep with my windows open in the summertime

Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS

Volume 2

FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 72

204-3

Transcript of April 3 Public Hearing - Page 72



Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS
Volume 2

FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 73

1 because of the noise that T hear 24 hours a day from that
2 plant.
3 So I'd like more time to research the
4 subject about noise and be able to provide a little bit
5 more learned comment and perhaps give you some information 204-4
& that you don't have that might be helpful to you in making
7 your decision about what to recommend. Sc I would ask
8 that you extend the comment pericds.
9 I would like to know about cumulative
10 effecte of such ncise levels, and T would like to do some
11 study on ﬁhese and see whether or not there might be some 2045
12 long-term studies cut there regarding noise and the
13 effects on public health.
12 7 MS. PETTY: My name is Mary Petty, and T Speaker 205
15 live at 1695 Mount RBaker Highway right at Noon Road, and T
is guess I am about 12 or 15 miles from the Sumas plant, and
17 I have lived there since September, and I already called
18 the environmental department about this continuous drene
19 ndise that has kept me from sleeping properly ever since I 2051
20 have been there. Now this is I had no idea it was- coming
21 all the way from Sumas, but I have a metal roof and it
22 picks up those noises.
23 Secondly, in this week's Science News,
24 actually March 25 Science News there's an article that
25 states that high tension lines produce a ray like a light
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ray that's not a vigible light ray, but the brain sees it

as a lignht ray. So that when my daughter has a house that

is right next o nigh tension lines, and when I visited
her scme years ago, 1 noticed that even when I was in the
darkened rcom no matter how I covered my eyeg there was
still a glow. I cculd still see a glow. It was like when
you turn off vyour television set, and you see this. Well,
that keeps pecple from sleeping.

They tested this on birds, and they found
cut it affects their hormone and their melatonin levels,
and they.don't mature properly. And this is just in March
25, 2000 Science News. It's at the library here. Anybody
can pick it up, and there's several other articles, and T
didn't bring my notes with me because my printer guit.

S0 but I just feel that, oh, the carbon
dioxide emissions and the gases the latest thing of
November 1999, The Environmental Health Magazine gaid that
the increase in carbon dioxide increases the growth of
plants, but by increasing the growth of the plant it
sacrifices nutrient value of the plant, go this new carbon
dioxide that's going to be spread over this 300 tong of
carbon dioxide we're going to get everyday is going to
affect the nutrient value of ocur apples of the wheat
fields on the eastern end over in the next thing because

the wind blows predeminantly from the west during the

205-2

205-3
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Summer but from the east during the winter. 3o we're

going to get all that diesel. fumes in the wintertime, and

' then'we'll get besides the carbon dioxide, and then vou'll

have to eat twice as much in order to get the same amoun:
of nutrlents, and, of course, that's going to get you at
the grocery store because they're nét going to lower the
prices of stuff because it grows féster.

And I lost my train of thought. ﬁs cld

people do that. I don't khow why. Anyway as I was éaying

about the carbon dioxide if we put out that much, and it's

equal to how many hundred thousand cars we'll have the
same smog level as Log Angeles, and T just moved from Los
Angeles, and I don't want to move back there, but I might
as well if I %m geing to have to have the same proglem.
And I've already complained about the noige, and I had no
idea it was cowming from 16 or 12 miles away.

And oh, what I was to say is most important.
My daughter has a House thaﬁ's next to a high tensicn
line, and I didan't know that they were going to buy it.
But ﬁhey were young and inexperienced, and they thought
because it was a little cheaper they would‘buy it. Well,
let me tell you something. The house they paid a few
dollars cheaper is now 35 percent less than the identical
house a mile away and even that price théy can't sell it.

They're stuck with it because of the high tension wires.
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1 Nobody wants to live next to a high tensicn line.

2 So 1f you've got noise pollution and high

3 tension lines, not only is the county going to lose tax

4 menay because when your Property values go down so does

5 the tax revenue, and these people I understand from the

6 fifst person that come up here they want 35 million

7 dollars up front to help them start this pilant and besides

8 getting a2 tax rebate, and T figure that's going to cost

9 each and every individual that's within radius of this

10 plant about a2 thousand dollars apiecé just up front

11 besides_the fact that you're going to lose‘35 percent of

12 your property value and your hezlth and a few other

13 things.

14 Sc get a hold of your neighbors and get

15 together and get 1¢ groups or 10 people together or 20

16 people together and have home meetings and stop this.

17 MR. PETTY: Geed evening. I'd like to Speaker 206
18 express broad concerns about the power plant proposal. '
19 AUDIENCE MEMBER:. Name and address.

20 MR. PETTY: O©Oh, my name is Dirk Petty. I

| 21 live at 1376 Van Wyck Road. My broad concerns are about

22 air guality. The three tons of poliutants daily, air
23 inversion problems in the Fraser River, Chromium 6 six in 206-1
24 the air and water supplies, dumping on our Canadian

25 neighbors. And if health problems do arise who is
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accountable for those? Who pays and who doesn't pay’?
Another broad concern of mine is water
usage, building the plant on a wetland, rplanning to
consume huge guantities of water. The affects it will
have on salmon and other aguatic. The affects on local
water rights. The affects on farming in the area, dairy
and ﬁerry farms. Future development effect, the hundred

year-flood effect, diesel in the river and the water

table, elevated Ph levels, temperature changes in the

river.

But one of my real concerns besides one of
my fields of understanding, which is electromagnetiﬁ
fielding, is that in this DEIS they didn't consider
conservation and a model should be made for describing
conservation because through conservation you could

achieve a power that would be generated by the plant by

just not using the things that don't need to be used. Say

shutting ‘off the mall lights at night from here to
California maybe between like one o'clock and five
o'clock, and would that be as much power that would be
generated from a 660 megawatt facility?

1 also want the audience to know EFSEC
probably already does know and for sure Darrell Jones
knows that we don't need the powar in this region. This

is not for us. This is not power for local use. This is
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power for lighting and air conditioning in Arizona and
California. S5 when you transmit power once you generate
it at 20 kV, you move it. But first, you got to step it
up to a transformer that moves powsar through the lines,

and then you have to step it down again into usable

- voltages.

Well, each one of these things that occurs
takes a bit from ocur resource. Wren you burn natural gas
in a facility like this, and this is really good becauss
it uses two-thirds of the available rewer that you have if
You burn natural gas way better than coal or diesel which
is about half. When you burn diesel or ceoal you get abou:
half of what you had potential Btu's. But when you burn
natural gas it's better because you get two-thirds. But
if you heat gomething with natural gas, you get a hundred
percent. So why not take the gas that they're proposing
to burn here and convert electrical heat to gas fired heat
and get the best out of the resource.

That's enough for my broad concerns, bul now
onto electromagnetic fielding which is gomething I know a
bit about. In '91 I was appointed to the electromagnetic

task force in the State of Washington. The only private

citizen to ever be appointed to that type of panel. It

was a bit daunting because I was sitting with all the

power execs and public utility people, but I learned a
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bit. 2nd I learred in 1979 Dr. Nancy Wertheimer and Ed
Leeper of the University of Colorado and Medical Center in
Denver publiished a study about childhood cancer.

This study, it was about 344 infants deaths,

childhood deaths due to cancers between 1950 and 1973, and

this study was produced by someone that wasn't employed by

a power company. The studies that are in the DEIS which
it's actually quite a sad document there's é bit of
mention about electromagnetic fielding. But T know EFSEC
doesn't iﬁvolve themselves with transmission lines as it's
permitted in this prdcess. But when you have a 880
megawatl plant, you generate a lot of power, and you move
it through lines, and a lot of people are affected.

And as it's stated in the DEIS anybody who
has power now could have transmission lines because any
distribution system that supplies the power to your home
could be upgraded to a transmission line, which there's a
lot of difference between the little lines that. supply us
power and the very large lines that move power through.
regions, and when they do that on 115 kV lines, egpecially
huge amounts at very high amperages, you get a lot more
electromagnetic fielding and a lot more adverse health
effects.

But okay. The Nancy Wertheimer Study. It's

one that's still being used. It's being disputed. They
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spent millions trying to keep this lady quiet, but the
facts are there. Three years later Dr. Sam Milland, the
Director of Occupational Health and Safety for the State
of Washington, produced his occupational mortality
studies, and this was quite an interesting study because
it tock deaths of white males from the ages of 20 to 70,
what they did for a living and how think died.

Well, you know, some things were pretty
logical. Like loggers get smashed, fisherman drown,
farmers have machinery accidents. Dentists oddly commit
suicide. But what‘they found in these studiés is a
disproportionate amount of leukemias that occur in pebple
in very large generated fields. These were power
generation station workers showed these elevated levels of
lymphomas aﬁd leukemias. They were high voltage line
maintenance workers, aluminum smelter plant workers, and
related people that worked in very large electromagnetic
fields.

It would be a 1ittle bit hard for me to go
on and on about this, but I did pull out 32 studies that
weren't done by any power companies for Draft
Environmental Statements, and I could read them cff to.
you, but I hope you get the gist of it; that there are
studies that are done, that are very conclusive, and they

show, and I'll give you copies of all of these, because
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1 I'1l summarize just guickly.
2 When the intensity of the electromagnetic
3 field ié very high, then thsa healﬁh effects are elevated.
4 They're elevated again as duration plays.a part of this.
5 So if you get very high electromagnetic fields coupled
& with duration if time spent in these fields, then the
7 |  adverse health effects increase.
8 So that is to say that if you don‘ﬁ have a
9. ‘transmission line aﬁ your house and you live thexe, you
i0 have X amount of gauss levels of electromagnetic fielding.
11 They put in a transmission line.. Those limite are
12 increased. Now it's how much time you spend in your
13 house. Now my wife and I have done -- I own a gaussmeter,
14 one of Ed Leeper's Leeper Meters, which is calibrated and
i5 registered, and we've done a lot of measurements
16 throughout the éounty, but we go into households and we
17 show how to decrease your electromagnetic exposure.
18 You know, move vour cldck away from youx
19 head becauge with the meter it shows clearly that the
20 levels are high, ané this dropé off expedientially with
21 distance, so that if you move it, you know, a few feet
22 away you're in much lower fields.
23 Now with a power line it's not & constant
24 flow that goes through there. It goes up and down, and
25 there's peak power times that in the morning and in the
FLYGARE & ASSCOCIATES, | INC. 1-800-574-0414 81
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zvening when people get ur and turn things cn. These
levels go up and then they drop back up and then they co
back up, but it all depends on hew they're moving the
power through the grid of how you may be exposed at any
time.

So 1f voufre at vyour house and all of a
sudden vou have a trénsmission line that wasn't there
before, and it happens to go over your bedroom where you
spend, wvou know, seven to nine hours sleeping, then you're
exposed tc these levels and really you have no way ﬁo get
out of it.

So I think that the project totally is
really a bad idea because, ones, we're going to take all
the pellutants, use up our water, you know, destroy our
guality of 1ife or part of it, and the benefits are so
that people can have air conditioning in Arizona and
lighting in California. I mean it's not really good for
ug, so I will turn in a small ceolilecticn of my studies,
and ask that if you have any guestions or need more
infermation that you contact me,

But mostly the thing I want to say to EFSEC
the most and the most heartfelt is that we have a lot of
expertise in thes area, and we have a lot of understanding.
We did a power struggle here for three years. It changed

how the community understands power, how it's generated
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1 and how it's moved through our county. The power is not
2 going to BC Hydro. They're selling; they're not buying.
3 S0 big profits can be made, but we need more
4 time to show yeou how bad this project really ig, so den't 206-9
5 Just give us a little tiny window to Jump through, open a
6 door for us, and we'll show you how truly bad this project
7 is. Thank vou.
8 MR. LEENSTRA: My name is Cal TLeenstra. I Speaker 207
9 ~reside at 1802 Lakeside Avenue in Bellingham. I have
10 property that will be impacted.by this power line if it's
11 built on the Van Wyck Boad. I've got an 80-acre ranch
12 there, and I want to speak tonight, since everyone covered
13 gvery other subject I was going to talk about, I will just
14 limit it to value because it's already almost ten o'clock.
15 But I thiﬁk value is one item that's been
16 completely dismissed in the report, and the Draft
17 Environmental Impact Sﬁatement they have a whole list of
18 things that they're covering, but they don't say a word
19 about value or the adverse impact on property values 207-1
.20 resulting from the construction, and particularly of the
21 115,000 volt traﬁsmission lines, and we're particularly
22 interested in cne that would be coming down Van Wyck Road
23 and down Noon Road through the Dewey Valley to the
24 Bellingham Substation.
25
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aren't too sensitive ané under Section 2.6-1, particularly
farmers aren't to sensitive. Farmers and industrial
warehouse workers are viewed to have low visual
sensitivity. Well, that's not what I think, and I am a
farmer. I used to be a farmer. I'm not a farmer now.
I'm a féal estate broker and appraiser, so I think T know
something about value. I have an acute visual sensitivity
particularly taward powér lines. 8o there's one farmer
ybu didn't ask. |

On 3.6~5, overall setting of both Whatcom
County transmission route corridors is rural with
landscapes that is nct especially distinctive. A blend of
ag land, forest, rural residences and.rural buginesses
characterize the landscape. Well, I guess beauty must be
in the eye of the beholder‘becéuse we believe that the
Dewey Valley is a beautiful place, with bucolic pastures
grazed by horse and hillsides so rich a meandering stream
flows. A place where some other folks must of thought it
was pretty nice because they're putting up million dollar
homes in that area, so we have to disagrée one hundred
percent with the conclusgions drawn by the drafters of this
EIS. 1In fact, statements like this‘just are totally
unsupported, and they lead us to question the bias of the
authors. I thought, gee, I am being cynical here. T am

calling these authors biased until I heard all these other
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pecple say the same thing. I'm feeling vindicated now.

I feel a lot bhetter. I didn't want to be

cynical about it, so I think the whole support, the whecle

report is pro-plant. It's not an unbiased third party
neutral document.

On 3.6-5 regarding the northerly third of
ﬁhe Bellingham line transmission lines and poles weuld at
least partially blend in the landscape. Now, please, the
poles 80 feet tall with those great big insulators on
there are not going to blend into the landscape, so they
take us as pumpkins I think. |

On 3.6-24, in genaral, visual impacts at
locations where existing lines will be raised, that is
overbuilt, to handle the additional circuits are
considered low to moderate. Well, low to moderate to
whom? They're not living there. They're not living under
the power line. They're living somewhere else in RBellevue
ox some other place. They're not low to moderate to the
property owner.

The authors are just not taking into

consideration the real adverse impacts. And the

" methodology we have to question how did they arrive at

this conclusion? They didn't talk to me. Did they talk
to any of my nsighbors in the Vvan Wyck, Noon Road area?

Everyone shakes their head no. They didn't say a word to
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me .,

80 in other words, the authors are just
guessing what the impacts might bs with a propensity to
conclude that they're minimal, and there is no evidence to
suppert their cornclusions, none.

On 3.8-13, "Cost data for the 115 kv
transmission lines are not available. Regardless, real
property values at the transmission ROWs would increace,
and local jurisdictions would enjoy small increases in
property téx revenues." .

| Now how can you come up with 2 conclusion

like that? That is so bizarre. You just have to guestion

 the whole report. And this flies right in the face of the

statements made by Chief Deputy Assessor Johri Romecker
wherein he stated aﬁd I guote, "Homes near high voltage
powers linee can be assessed 20 to 30 percent less than
slightly further away.®

Now somekody is right here, and the assessor
is assessing properties. He might be in a better position
to know what adverse impacts power lines have on
properties than the authcrs of this report, at least I
would conclude that would be the case.

So I already covered that, so I'll keep
lgoing. In the Herald you guys saw it just the other day

on the 31st, March 31 there was a big article about
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pipelines, and this is utility corridors you're talking
about, so we throw power lines. There was a fellow, Walt
McCullough, who had his home on Samish way appraised for
245,000 and was trying to sell it before the pipeline
exploded. &after the blast McCullough said pecple just
lost interest right away. Well, I guéss they would.

I recently sold the house for 222,000 even
though it's some distance away from the Olympic pipeline.
Western Roofing is in the process of suing Olympic f;r.
lost value of tﬁeir.property. Another sale was lost when
a builder decided against purchasing a vacanﬁ iot on
Modock Drive which is not too far from the pipeline after
he learned that the pipeline was located nearby.

In other guotes from the‘Herald, "Pecple are
hard pressed to sell their homes along the pipeline
because many potential home buyers are weary of living
there."

Well, the same can be said for power lines.
And quote, this is by Greg Grant who's-past president of
the Board of Realtors. "There is definitely & cloud that
hangs over the properties that have a pipeiine in their
backyard."

When the choice is givén to people they will
stay away from those areas. Grant goes on to say: One of

every four clients asks him about the pipeline when
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looking for a home, while other Realtors report that the
nunber is as high as tHree out of four inquiring about
pipeline locations. We could substitute the word power
line in every case here, énd the consequence would be the
Same.

People are really serious about utility
corridors, and that includes power lines. There was a
couple from thé Midwest that came here. Their name was
Compton and they had a quote in the Herald. Compton
clipped a map of the pipeline route f#om,the newspaper and
carried it in her purse, so she would always know when sghe
was in a -- she was -- I can't read ny own writing -- she
was in an area close to the ﬁnderground channels. |

Every real estate agent interviewed for the
story had stories about losing sales because of the blast.
Gfant went on to say recalled z buyer who put an offer on
a house near Vining just socuth of Alabama but walked away
from the deal after the explosicn. The house sold a month
later to another person for ten thousand dcllars less.

We shouldn't have to be reminded that the
school just abandoned the site on the Britton Road because
and specifically because of the power line and because of
their concerns about EMFs, and some will gay we can't
prove that there}s EMFs. We don't have to prove it. As

long as the public perceives it as a problem, it's a
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1 problem. And it affects values, and you don'‘t have to

2 nave the proof. It just.has to be in the public's wmind

3 that there.is a problem, and there is a problem, and we

4 demonstrate it. We see it evefyday.

5 So we ﬁan readily determine then that

6 utility corridors, be it power liﬁeé or pipelines,

7 including electrical power transmission lines, do have an 207-7
8 adverse and measurable effect on property values. Yet the
9 subject was completely ignored except to state without one
10 iota of credible evidence and in complete opposition to
11 the County Assessor Department that property values will
12 actually increase under power lines, .This is truly an
13 incredible statement that should lead tc a careful
14 examination of all the other conclusions that way have
15 been drawn without a shred of measurable support. Thank
16 vou.,
17 MR. VAUTAUX: My name is Paul Vautaux, 4626 Speaker 208
18 Van Wyck Lane whiéh is on the Dewey wvalley. I look across
18 Cal's property, 1 look across Dirk's property, and a bunch
20 of other properties, and actually until the cable company
21 came through and strung a line across the valley which is
22 about, what, 30, 40 feet in the air at the most there was
23 no power line all the way across the valley.
24 Thie posesible ryoute for a 115 line from this
25 possible plant would go right down the road that I come
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out on, and I am actually really surprised we're doing

this again. Somehow this doesn't seem like thise could be

" happening. 1It's a bad dream. 3But anyway how do we

citizens afford to bring in ocur experts at adjudication
times in further hearings?_ We can barely afford to be
here. T should bé at home with my kids tenight. I got to
get up early in the morning to go to work. I think it's
Very unreascnable to expect that you can hand out a
statement like this, you have heard this all night, and
€xXpect people to give you any suitable response other than
what you're about to get through mé which ig a reactive
response.

How do.I get a copy cf this statement?

Where do I gét this? Somebody needs to tell me that, the
big fat book. T would not only like to see the Council
extend this comment and decision period, I expect them to.
It's my right. This Council is my understanding it was
part of the government that I pay for, so I expect this.

I like everybody else have just thrown some
notes toéether here. I have a gquestion that I don't know
if it's in the impact statement because I haven't really
had a chance to loock at it. I gave mine to the folks from
Canada. I hope they can put it to very good use.

How does the railroad right beside this

power plant figure in? Was it figured in? Was it in the
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statement at all? It's right there. You got to see it.
You stood on it prcbably. I mean it's in there? Can you
tell me where? Can anybody tell me where?

Okay. I am not trying to put vou on the
spot here. It just doesn't make serse to me. Are rail
accidents considered in this? Ne rail accidents,

- What about affects of vibrations from
railroad on the structure, on the holding ponds, on the
sludge ponds? Enough said.

If this is not addressed, who addresses this
kind of stuff. TIs there a federal regulétory commissicn
mayhe that I should talk to? I'll lock that one up and
let you know. The view shed, interesting term.

When I come down the road T live on T look
out every morning T lock at Mount Bakex. There's

absolutely nothing there, and, Cal, vou made a good

statement about wmitigating the effects of a S0-£foot tower.

In the valley there are no trees. Way on either side
there's treeg, but it's going te be real cbvious that
there's a power line there on these 90 foot poles which T
understand are designed apparently to be moving 115. I
really am surprised why anybody would spend thé money to
build something larger than they need if there wasn't
further use forlit.

I really don't think that the affects of as
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Cal spoke to and other people spoke to the value have been
addressed. Some of the -- see I diq get a chance to look
through some of this. oOn Page C-13, one of the tables
about wetlande. It has at the bottom page Footnote 1 that
some wetlands are not discussed in the decision making
process. No impact figured in many other named areas, cne
of those being right at the bottom of my road. I know
what goes on there. I have lived there for 15 years,
There's gquite a bit of activity that will be affected, and
I think that really needs to be addéessed area by area
even in these potentials because eVerybody knows that this
company is not building a power plant for the sake of
building_a power plant. They're building it to move
power, to generate and sell power. Tt's got to go
somewhere. There's no good without a power line. 8o I1I'd
like to see that addressed and also along with addressing
those potential power lines what azbout in this
consideration continued maintenance?

I don't even know how you could build a power
line through the Dewey Valley and have no impact. The
road is underwater for crying out lcud three or four weeks
& year. You guys didn't do a good job. You haven't
covered your bases, and this really needs to be studied
furthered. Feoot traffic through there will affect things,

timing of maintenance, the sprays, the chain saws, and
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brush cutting crews aleng powér lines,

Okay. I really I can't believe that the
impact statement does not consider anything beyond the
border. That's ludicrous and despicable I think, and I
don't understand. I mean I know that there are rules and
there are lines. That makes no seﬁse, and I expect that
for as far as the power line is considerad possible to
come Into Bellingham or Whatcom County that same distance
needs to be a radius shot out into Canada and all of those
people'and their lives that will be affescted. .They all
need Eo be talked to.

T was here at not the last County Council
meeting but the one previous. I couldn't make the last -
ore. I spoke to the lawyer for the company and let him
know that I was never given or sent any information about
this potential power line which I believe EFSEC reguired,
somebody reguired that they inform pecple all along the
route for a distance. This thing is 1,300 feet from my
house, this potential power line. I gave him my name and
ny address. I said send me information. He goes 1'll
send it to you. Well, a month has gone by, and I have
received nothing.

Sp here I am again. I ask for more
information, please, and time to study it. So I would

like to see this comment period extended for 60 days. The
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1 average person needs more time, and if in fact, their
2 plans are on hold due to a veto of a tax credit by the
3 governor which I was told has a good chance of being now
4 overxridden by the Senate that we can all just take a
3 breather. You know, what I don't understand is who's got
& all the information? ﬁe hear that Sumas wanﬁs a power
7 plant, wants to have this in there, and that thgy're going
] to get money from the plant if it's built. They're reall?
9 not going go get that much money. Then I hear it's going
10 to BC Hydro, and it's not going to BC Hydro. This is like
11 a shell géme, and I'm logt, and I don't deserve to be
12 lost. I only have so much time I can devote to this; g0
13 please extend this time period.
14 I also support the no action alternative. I
is say drop the Qhole thing, and I would liks to suggest that 208-9
16 Mr. Jones try to get this built in his neighborhood and
17 sec what happens. Thank you.
18 MS. AMBROSIC: My name is Candace Ambrosio. Speaker 209
19 I live at 1712 High Noon Road, and az lot of peocple tonight
20 have spoken to all the issues that concern me, be it air
21 guality, water consumption, all the impacts that this
22 proposed power plant would have on our community. One
23 thing that I would like to stress is conservation. 'In the 209-1
24 '70s we had an energy crisis. We kind of paid attention
25 te what we were doing. That's gone away. When is the
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1 last time you heard about conservation, conserving our

2 energy, using what we need efficiently.

3 In 1990 or '8S% or whatever, Puget Sound

4 EIllergy‘then‘Puget Power wanted to put power lines through
5 our county, straight through cur county to tie into BC

5 Hydro because it wag profitable. They knew if they could
7 get that on the grid, they could send it scuth, and they

8 could make money because they have stockholders that want
g them to have a bottom line.

10 We value our community. We value our county.
il It's not like every cother county. It isn't. It isn't

1z Seattle. Is isn't Kipg County where it's blighted. We

13 have a lovely view of Mount Baker. I have been told that
14 they choge these power line routes bécause of the |
15 po?ulation density studies. Thney chose the areas that the
16 least amount of people would live. Now why is that?

17 Cne ié it because they don't want to impact
18 that many people and they can push it through a little

19 easier? That concerns me. I recall someone saying from
20 their Bellevue Qffice that it was just a stréet in Whatcom
21 County.
22 These streets in Whatcom County are actually
23 rural roads, and there's a lot of farmland in this county,
24 and it's very valuable. We eat up farmland, we put these
25 power lines in places where they shouldn't ke, and we've
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come up with 2 mess. And what we decided as a county we
cverwhelmingly voted an ordinance in to keep power
corridors wnere they exist, to keep transmission lines in
these corridors, or put them in industrially zoned areas.
We did noet want thew in our residential and rural areas.
We value our community.

| We don't want it blighted, and we
overwhelmingly I think it was a 65 percent véte of the
registered people in this county voted to put this
ordinance into place. Now we have a gentlaman coming to

Sumas which is a depressed area, and now they put in their

" initial proposal that they would just put a little six

mile 230 kV line up to Canada because they could get it
across the 5order and then the Canadians as we've heard
they really haven't heard abéut it. It's out of our
hands. 1It's over there. TIt's across the border. That's
not very good neighbors in my mind.

Znd I have a big fear that these people
whoever builds the power lines could it be Puget Sound
Energy, oh, but they haven't been speaking with them. I
doubt that highly., However, I have a big concern that
they put these 115 kV lines then and somehow they are
skirting our ordinance and uping that corridor. They'1l
create a corridor and then turn it into a major

transmission corridor, and I think that is appalling that
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we can even suggest that they do that.

Like people havg said these power lines come
up to 20 feet from somecne's living roowm. We can't have
that. We can't have a company who's for profit come in
here, use our property. They don't even take it. They
just use it to put their power lires con and their power
poles. ~And what do we get in return? We get a blighted
community. We get air pollution from a power plant that

nobody wants except for Sumas because it's so darned

depressed, and you get a power plant and what other

businesses are going to be able to come there if, you
know, 1f they haa_the water or the land or whatever.

I really think that there is a major gquestion
about the need of this project. I heard earlier that ten
power plants have been permitted in the State of
Washington. So what do we need? Do we need more? if
indeed there was a need, and T truly don't believe there
is, I think it should gc right next to the powar corridor
it already exists. Put it by I-5 so that everyone can see
it. Don't stick it out in Sumés, s0 that the County and
all its residents and our neighbors in Canada benefit from
the risk, health risks, all the environmental impacts that
it has.

I think it should be put by the corridor

where we as citizens of this county said we wanted to keep
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those corridors. We value our farmland. We value our
rural areas, and we want to keep them, and this power
plant does not beloné in S8umas. It does not belong
anywhere but by a power corridor if it's going to be built
in Whatcom County, and thaf's what our ordinance says, and
that's what EFSEC should lock a2t and address because this
is our county. I don't know where you folks 1ive. I
don't krmow where you come from, but thie is our county.

We value it, and we don't believe that these kind of
things belong.here.

Earlier someone said that the final EIS would
be out sometiwme in the summer. Well, as so many people
have spcke tonight you take this document. I am not a
scientist. I de not have a scientific background. It's
unbelievable tc try and absorb this. And what I truly
believe is this is a template. These pzople have been
doing this for 20 years, and they have a template. They
just £ill in the appropriate lines where they go in the
appropriate places and then pass this out.

Sumas Energy did not want to inclﬁde this
power line in this proposal because they knew they would
have problems. They did nct want the paople to know what
was going on, and that's not right. That's not a good
neighbor in my mind. If there's a problem, which is it

appears to me, then they're not being forthright.
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and I alsc think that since the power lines
were put into this from the scoping hearings that truly a
new draft should be made. But actually the plant should
not be made, it should not be permitted, and I strongly
urge ali of you folks to give ug some consideration in
this county. We don't need it, we don't wanﬁ it, and it
doesn't belong here. We also need more time to comment on
this. If they're putting out the final sometime in the
summertime, it does not seem to me that it would be too
much to ask to give us an extra 60 days sc that we as
citizens who work to pay the taxes and make our livings
can somehow digest this or get help to digest it. So
please take us into ccnsideration.

Also I have one other thing. Right now down
in Seakttle there is a conference going on. It's an
internaticnal conference .on, it's a symposium on clean
ensrgy. Actually all of us should be there, particularly
you folks on the EFSEC committee. It's the next high tech

revolution in energy, and our Governor Locke is speaking

or he spoke today. His topic of speech was how are region.

can spur a global energy transformation. And when we talk
about state of the art technology, that this plant is

state of the art, I think that's a misnomer. I think that
state of the art is loocking at alternatives which include

conservation, which include what the gentleman earlier
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1 spcke on, solar energy and how it can be used. I talked
2 tc him earlier. He said we don't need more power lines. 209-8
3 We have the power here. We.just have to invest in that.
4 And, you know, I think about it. If we would
5 have taken that 22 million dollar tax break that we were
6 given this big company and put that into alternative
7 energies where would we be right now? I mean where would
8 ‘we be? Would we be looking at some state of the art
9 that's really state of the art technologies or would we be
10 locking at burning fossil fuels which is what we've done
11 in the past? And that's why our air is so poliuted. T 209-9
12 tell vou, you drive anywhere and you can sece it on the
13 horizon, so why should we coﬁtribute to that more. We
14 don't need to. We don't want to, so please givé us more
15 time and turn this permit down. Thank you very much.
16 MS. DelBOCA: I'm Darlyn DelBoca., 7208 Speaker 210
17 Linecar Road. I have a few things I would like to echo,
18 but I think something that hasn't been spoken to yet is
| 19 the fact that we are an agricultural county, and that is
20 probably'our most important coﬁponent of our economy here.
21 And related to that and this project I have not had --
22 this is the busiest time ¢f the year at our farm, so I
23 really have not had time to look at this document, and so
24 I am skimming, but these are I would like tc find answers
25 to my points there, but T don't think I am seeing them
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vet.
What we've been handed cut tonight says that
27 acres of ag resource land will be lost permanently. We

cannot afford 27 more acres. We're down to 80,000 acres,

. and our conservaticn agent has told us we build 139,000

acres to maintain ocur agriculture infrastructure, our
suppliers, our equipment dealers, etc. We cannot afford
to lose tﬁis agricultural valley either as an industry or
as a consumer.

In addition to that the plant apparently
calls for an aggregate pad for this plant to be built
upon. In this county that means that we lose additicnal
farmland because for the mdst part the reascn we can farm
in this maritime climate is bécause we have wéll drained
scils, and that's why we héve the raspberries. Tﬁat's why
cur dairy farms are built up on terraces, etc. What's
underneath those well drained terraces is that aggregate
that‘goes for construction that you see happening all up
and down Western Washington. We are in fact the last
gravel pit in Western Washington and the lower mainland of
Canada of British Columbia. We can't afford therefore the
additional loss of more farmland as a result of the
aggregate extraction, and we cannot afford as Mr. Leenstra
has pointed out the added impacts on property values that

are attendant with the extraction of aggregate in this
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county.

The water table drawdown is an extreme issue
in this county. We have not solved our water rights
problems here. We cannot afford the additional negative
impact that this brings to that issue.

And as with regard to air gquality we had ore
speaker earlier who alluded to impacts cn plants. This is
documented. This information is documented for this
region. Mr. Ehlers and I attend each yéar a horticulture
short course that's put on. It happens to be up in the
Abbotsford area, but growers from all over this bio region
both sides of the border attend this, and we are very
conscious of what the impacts of air pollution are on our
crops. It has a significant impact on our yields, on our
potatces'our beets, etc. This is documented. This
information as it relates to air quality issues in this
document need teo be researched by the consultant.

I know Bellevue, King County has lost wmost
of its farmland, so, yvou know, the consideration of how
valuable this land may not be appreciated, and the air
quality that goes with it, the water quality. All those
elements that are necessary for us tc farm here
successfully.

and, of course, the spinoff is a human

health issue because without the superb diversity of the
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production capability that we have here without that
vield, that output all of us as consumers do suffer.

Now, I'd like to move on to human health.
Frem a personal point of view I have been diagnosed with a
condition that reguires me by doctor prescription to walk
six miles a day, and my farm is at the end of the Thiel
Road. One of the proposed routes would be down the Thiel
Read. I walk to the river essentially. I can vouch for
the presence of the eagles that the Vossbeck's speak to,
the wildlife habitat there. I don't want to have to get
in a car and generate emissions in order to go someplace
else to take that walk because I frankly can't afford to
walk underneath those power lines. I have enough health
problems as it ig.

I agree with the issue Mr. Leens-ra spcke to
with regard to property values. We have on cur side a
40-acre aggregate site, and our Property wvalues have in
faét depreciated.

Scenic view shed. Tourism is a very
important part of our economy here. On my walk I
encounter people who are cycling, birders, people who use
that river it is in its present beautiful condition a
highly valued resource, and we cannot allow thie kind of
an impact on our view shed.

and I would request, I would reiterate the
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request for an extension of the time required. 2s T said
it's a very busy time of year for some of us, and I'd like
to reserve the right to submit additional testimony.

Thank you wvery much.
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M3. BRENNER: My name is Barbara Brenner. I
live at 5617 N.W. Road, Bellingham, 95226. I am a menber
of the Whatcom County (‘.‘<:~unci].‘r and I don't live anywhere
near where this is going té happen. I'm prchably 20
something miles away. I am not near any corridor that's
been proposed as of yet. My husband has been stationed in
Nevada. He rarely gets home. He's home tonight leaving
early in the morning. It's almost 10:30 tonight. So why
am I here?

It was sort of covered just é few minutes
ago just barely, and I was hoping she would say more about
it, but this whole issue is about justice. It really is.
We can call it environmental justice. We can call it
public health justice. I wrote a letter to the governor
and asked him not to approve the 24 million dellars, 35
million, whatever kind of million it was, and cne of the
things I peinted out, which I hope -- T don't know you
folks. I have been watching vou all night. I don't know
any of vyou, aﬁd I am just sitting there thinking hopefully
these are pecple with a conscience. And unless you think

I'm just some emotional fanatic which I am, but this is
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1 serious because I supperted that first plan, and I am
2 sorry I did. T was one of the pecople who supported it, sc
3 I didn't come on board as being totally against these
4 power plants initially,
5 But T was shocked at how many complaints
6 have been elicited from that first plant, and T was
7 stunned that this one fellow talked about the company .211-1
8 cominé out periecdically and replacing his furniture from
-+ 9 | this red dust that gathers all over it. What's gathéring
10 in his lungs? And this is the small plant.
11 There's been a lot of complainﬁs about
i2 nolse. i W3S a supporter. I'm not a supporﬁer anymore
13 . because I have seen things. I always give everythiné the otz
14 benefit of the doubt until I see what it does.
15 I am just going to comment real guickly on
1le one of the cuestions I had, and you don't have to answer
i7 it tonight, but somebody please answer it for me. Why
18 isn't water available in Carnada? They're in the same
19 watersbed? We are more and more in Whatcom county
20 becoming a dirty industrial corridor for Canada, and I 211-3
21 feel bad for the pecple up in Canada who are going to get
22 this air shed pellution too, but it seems too often too
23 many of us, and you folks should be listening to this too
24 because it ain't in your backyard now, but it dossn't mean
25 it won't be another day and especially the greenhouse
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gases. EBverybody kind of breathes a sigh of release when
they win on something like this, and it doesn't happen,
but I den't want to see it go anywhere. T don't want to
just not. see it go here. I don't want to see it go
anywhere. We are not trying alternative energy. We are
not working on ccnservation. The only time anyone even
kind of thinks about it is every time all of a sudden our
gas prices go up.

I am a fanatic about recycling, and I'm a
fanatic about reuse and reduce, ahd'this is ail about
that. I am ashamed as an Awmerican. I am just truly
ashamed how wasteful we are, and how quick we are to site
another big polluting power plant when we're telling third
world countries clean up your act. I just find.that
abominable,

It's also interesting to me that the
resources evaluated were cultural and socioeconomic.
Another guestion I have is let me know in the last ten
years what plant of this type has ever been sited in an
afflvent neighborhood? You know, the economic boom has
kind of passed Whatcom County by. We have people
desperate for jobs here. We have an overabundance of hard
working people and a lack of jobs. And every darn time
somebody wants to make a huge profit on our risk they come

in here promising big jobs.
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This is my third term on the County Council.
I have heard this same story so many times, with the sawe
terms, best available control technology, best science.
According to who? You know, there are goced engineers, bad
engineers; good consultants, bad consultants. You can get
somebody to tell you énything you want, and yvou can find'
gcience to prove it, to back it up. You can alsec find
sclence to back up the total opposite.

I am really getting tired of this science.

I think we should start talking about pecple's lives, and
that we are all in this together. I don't know where you
live, but wherever you live you're in this with ué. This
is greenhouse gases. I moved here from Fairbanks, Alaska
about 20 years ago. I just saw a documentary right where
I lived, Fairbanks, Alaska. In the last 20 vyears the ai:
temperature has averaged five degrees higher. It's gone
up five degrees. The permafrost is all thawing. There
are beetles there that didn't exist there 20 years ago,
and the forests around Pairbanks are all dying from these
beetles that are just everywhers now. -

The pipeline, that wonderful energetic
pipeline, my husband worked on that pipeline, coming down
here is now in trouble because the permafrost is thawing.
They never thcught it would thaw this quickly. We got to

start thinking. I know it's like, you know, if vou start
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talking about greenhouse gases you're kind of looked at
like.you're a weirdo or something.

There were scientists that wers interviewed
in this documentary who said we believe 85 to 90 percent

that greenhouse gases are causing warming and are causing

problems in the Ecology of the earth. But until you got a

hundred percent assurance the profiteers and the
peliticians den't care.

Well, T do care, and I think it's about time
we all start locking. This may not be -- and I'm SOrry
I'm putting you to sleep over there. If you had your
hearings earlier, gave us more time for hearings this
wouldn't happen. And thig is why it's real hard for me
beczuse I am tired too. But I think ic'e so important to

understand that it's everybody's backyard. 1It's not just

-- I think people are dismissed when they're thought to be

NIMEBY.

Well, I got another term. I think it's
NIABY, not in anybody's backyard, and I just implore you
folks if you wouldn't want this plant right next to yoﬁr
home, please don't put it next to anybody else's home.

Thank you.

23
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MS. PETTY: I have one more comment. I'm
Mary Petty, 1625 Mount Bakex Highway. My comment is that

according to all that we've heard none of this preduced
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1 electricity is going to be used in Whatcom County. Now I
2 have a parallel to this. I lived in Los Ancgeles, and they
3 were going to take this wide boulevard that extended

4 between two freeways, the Hollywood Freeway and the Santa
5. Monica Freeway, and make it a one-way street. This is a

) Council plan, a city planning, and they were going to make
7 the adjacent street a one-way straet the other way. Now

8 this boulevard is retail businesses from one end tc the

9 other. ©Oh, I think it was 28 blocks of retail businesses.
10 | . That adjacent street had anywhere from 20 to 80 unit

11 buildings from cne end to the other.

12 Already problems froﬁ getting in and out of
13 their driveﬁays, so I went to the County Council, and i

14 asked them why are you putting this one-way street

15 situation? You're hurting all thece businesses. Well,

16 they said we want to help the people who work on Wilshire
17 Roulevard to get to the freeways better, and I said, vyes,
18 but the freeways extended, you know, two miles to the city
19 limit this way, and two miles to the city limit on the |
20 other one that way, and three wiles this way. But I says
21 none of these pecple that you're hurrying up and you're
22 making this convenience for are paying your salary.
23 Thevy're nct Los Angeles City taxpayers.
24 we're Los Angeles City taxpayers, the people that own this
25 property along these avenues, so why are you doing this?

FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414 109
Sumas Energy 2 Final EIS Transcript of April 3 Public Hearing - Page 109

Volume 2



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
13
20
21
22
23
24

25

You're inconveniencing us to convenisnce somebody on
Wilshire Boulevard, some big lawyers on Wilshire Boulevard
that talked you inte doing teo this so their employees
could get back and forth without keing lgte toc work.

And I says, you know, who is paying you, us
or the people who are hurried te get out of town? If they
want to get to work cn time, let them get up earlier or
move back into town, go that's my point.

These people here want to put in a power
plant, have a chcice to put a power plant in our Whatcom
County when we don't need a power plant and all of that
energy is going to go to California and Nevada. Let them
put the power.plant in California and Nevada because we
don't have any natural gas supply here. We have nc oil
wells. ©No gas supplies. We have no petroleum supplies
here. Everything that comes in here ﬁas got to be shipped
in.

S0 we are not going to get anything from it,
nothing but smog from azbout 15,000 cars, so remember who
you're working for.

E I
{(Whereupon, the public hearing was concluded

at 10:40 p.m.)
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