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Julie M. Blakeslee, AICP
Senior Planner

Overview
Environmental Planning – Manage the scope and preparation of 
environmental impact statements to comply with SEPA, NEPA and other 
specific local, regional, state or federal requirements.  Examples include 
hospitals, schools, commercial businesses, residential redevelopment 
master plans, power plants, city-wide comprehensive plans, transit 
projects including bus, HOV, rail rapid transit, and commuter rail, and 
highway alternative alignment studies.

Permitting Strategies – Responsible for permit strategies for obtaining 
land use, shoreline, environmental and building permits for a wide range 
of projects including residential, commercial, and institutional projects 
and parks and recreation property and facilities.  Examples include King 
Street Station Redevelopment and other historic register public buildings, 
commercial mixed-use buildings with retail and office, residential planned 
unit and high density development, and industrial development.

Transportation Planning – Extensive experience in the discipline of 
transportation and land use relationships.  Managed multidisciplinary 
teams of planners, architects, landscape architects, engineers to plan, 
design and construct commuter rail and light rail stations, transit stops 
and intermodal stations.  Responsible for traffic impact analysis for 
hospitals, schools, power plants, and commercial businesses.

Comprehensive Planning – Developed and managed over 25 
comprehensive plans and plan elements that included alternatives 
development, evaluation and analyses, policy development and review, 
and implementation measures.  Prepares land use, transportation, visual 
resources, biological resources, aesthetics, geology, hydrology, water 
quality, human health and safety and other comprehensive plan elements.  
Clients include Snohomish and Skagit counties, SeaTac, Kent, Auburn, 
Vancouver, Portland, and cities in California and Arizona.

Community Relations and Outreach – Manage, design, and conduct 
public participation activities for urban and environmental planning 
projects, including community events, neighborhood meetings, 
newsletters, surveys and video, and personal presentations to councils, 
boards and communities.  Organized residents and business owners for 
the Holly Park Redevelopment Project with the Seattle Housing Authority 
to volunteer and to help educate and assist the multicultural community.

Project Specific Experience
Major Institution Master Plan II and EIS; Children’s Hospital, 
Seattle, Washington. Julie assisted Children’s in the development of 
their second Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP), providing a 
community outreach strategy, permitting strategy, and urban design 
insight for the form of growth.  The next phase will include preparation 
of a Draft and Final EIS and an extensive public outreach program 
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meeting with small groups of neighbors, the Mayor’s office, and the 
media.

Seattle Center Master Plan and EIS; Seattle Center, Seattle, 
Washington. Seattle Center is updating their master plan called “Century 
21.” URS is assisting in the development of the master plan and the 
permitting strategy and will prepare a Draft and Final EIS.

I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Final EIS and Discipline Reports; 
WSDOT, Yakima, Washington. Julie is the Environmental Document 
Project Manager for this large highway design project.  The purpose of 
the project is to improve the 15-mile corridor to address the issues of 
avalanches, slope instability, deteriorating pavement, traffic volumes, 
safety, and ecological connectivity.  Six alignment alternatives and eleven 
connectivity enhancement areas were studied in the Draft EIS and the 
Final EIS will include responses to public and agency comments and 
discussion of the Preferred Alternative as selected by an interdisciplinary 
team.

Waterfront Streetcar Maintenance Facility Siting Study; King 
County, Washington.  With the upcoming closure of the waterfront 
streetcar maintenance facility near the proposed SAM Sculpture Garden, 
Julie was part of a team to locate a new site for the facility.  Sites were 
reviewed in Pioneer Square, International District, and on Port of Seattle 
property north of the existing facility.  Julie prepared permitting strategy 
plans for each of these sites and worked with the Port and City of Seattle 
to expedite the process.

FEMA On-call Permitting and Environmental Services; FEMA 
Region X, Washington. Project manager for several simultaneous Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Contracts involving Environmental Assessments, 
biological assessments, historical Determinations of Eligibility and 
Findings of Effect, cultural findings of effect, floodplain evaluation, and 
Environmental Justice evaluation for projects that would reduce or 
prevent negative effects in future disasters in Washington and Oregon.

Buckhorn Mountain Mine Project SEIS; Ecology; Okanogan 
County, Washington. Project manager for this large Draft and Final 
SEIS that was completed on an ambitious time schedule.  Fifteen 
elements of the environment were studied and a Draft SEIS was 
completed and issued within six months along with fifteen discipline 
reports.  Primary issues include geochemistry, hydrology, seeps and 
springs, aquatic resources, wetlands, transportation and air quality.  Julie 
also managed the public involvement process and meetings.  The Final 
SEIS was completed on schedule in September 2006.

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Campus Permitting and EIS; 
Seattle, Washington. The BMGF has identified a site near the Seattle 
Center for a new campus.  URS is providing permit strategy, schedules, 
and expediting services by working with the City of Seattle Department of 
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Planning and Development (DPD).  As deputy project manager, Julie 
developed an EIS for analyzing potential traffic effects.

Condit Dam Removal Project SEIS; Ecology; White Salmon, 
Washington. The project involved preparation of a SEIS for the 
potential impacts of removal of the Condit Dam in southwest 
Washington.  Julie provided QA review on portions of the document and 
led the public involvement process.  Fisheries, soils, vegetation, hydrology 
and land use was studied.

King County Intermodal Terminal Siting Study; King County, 
Washington.  Project manager for assisting the King County Solid Waste 
Division in siting a new intermodal terminal facility in a location that is 
rail carrier neutral and of sufficient size to accommodate storage and 
transfer activities.  Tasks included developing siting criteria; using GIS to 
narrow the potential number of sites based on the siting criteria; field 
research and analysis on the final eight sites to evaluate land use, adjacent 
land uses, site access, topography, permitting climate, and other potential 
issues.  The next phase will be to prepare an EIS on the two or three 
preferred site locations.

Skagit County Critical Areas Ordinance Update and EIS; Skagit 
County, Washington. Manager for the public outreach and education 
and scoping tasks of this recently completed project.  Julie was part of the 
team that strategized the development of alternative scenarios to be 
analyzed as part of the EIS.  This project resulted in a successful public 
process that supported the County Council final action.

Snohomish County Critical Areas Regulations Update and EIS; 
Snohomish County, Washington. Project manager for assisting County 
staff in reviewing potential changes to their critical areas regulations, 
formulating ordinances, providing Best Available Science (BAS) expertise 
and developing the No Action and Action alternatives for County Council 
acceptance and the EIS.  The regulations update will include innovative 
approaches to critical areas regulation in the state.

Mercer Island Park-and Ride Preliminary Design and EA, Sound 
Transit, King County, Washington. Managed the preparation of the 
NEPA Environmental Assessment (EA), provided urban design tasks, 
and public art coordination.  An extensive community outreach program 
was developed and implemented that gathered input from local residents 
and acceptance and support from politicians.  Exceptional detail was 
provided in the preliminary design that gained positive response 
throughout the City’s design review process.  URS was awarded the final 
design contract for this project.

Four Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessments and Traffic Analysis; 
U.S. Postal Service, South King County, Washington.  Managed the 
preparation of four Phase 1 ESAs and a comparative traffic analysis for 
contending sites for a potential new location for the US Postal Service 
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Airport Mail Center.  The potential sites are located in the cities of Sea-
Tac, Renton and Kent.  All 5 reports were completed within 4 weeks.

Georgetown Facility Permitting; Philip Services Corporation, 
Seattle, Washington. Successfully obtained permits for constructing a 
subterranean wall to contain contaminated ground water to the site and 
for building demolition.  A SEPA process was conducted for the project.

Permitting; University of Washington, Seattle, Washington.  
Successfully obtained permits for various small construction or 
improvement projects onsite.

Solid Waste Compacter Replacement-North and South SEPA 
Checklist and Permitting; Seattle Public Utilities, Seattle, 
Washington. Produced a SEPA Checklist per City of Seattle standards 
for each of the North and South Transfer Stations for compactor 
replacement and minor site modifications.

Airport Ground Access Study; Puget Sound Regional Council, 
Seattle, Washington. This project entailed confirming the major issues 
and opportunities related to airport ground access in the four county 
(Snohomish, King, Pierce, Kitsap) PSRC region, and document the 
existing airport activity levels, access facilities and services, volumes, and 
improvement plans.  Followed by preparing future demand forecasts, 
evaluating PSRC’s travel demand model in relation to airport demand, and 
recommend and assess alternative model input, access improvement 
projects to the individual airports, and recommend projects for state, 
regional and local transportation plans and programs.

Cleveland High School Renovations Supplemental EIS; Seattle 
Public Schools, Seattle, Washington. Managed the preparation of this 
Draft and Final Supplemental EIS for the renovation of a historic 
registered building, demolition, and construction of a new 
gymnasium/auditorium.  The primary tasks were the development of 
viable alternatives and limiting the scope of analysis to SEPA-appropriate 
elements.

Helistop Relocation EIS Addendum; Children’s Hospital, Seattle, 
Washington. Prepared this EIS as an addendum to the Major Institution 
Master Plan EIS for relocation of the helistop from the parking lot to the 
roof of the ED/OR.  The primary issues concerned noise and safety.

Emergency Department/Operation Room EIS Addendum; 
Children’s Hospital, Seattle, Washington. Managed the preparation of 
this EIS as an addendum to the Major Institution Master Plan EIS for a 
50,000 square foot expansion and 33,500 square feet of renovation of 
existing facilities.  The Addendum was prepared and published in 6 weeks.

Ambulatory Care Building EIS Addendum; Children’s Hospital, 
Seattle, Washington. Managed the preparation of this EIS as an 
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addendum to the Major Institution Master Plan EIS for a 172,000 square 
foot expansion of the hospital for an ambulatory care building.  The 
primary issues concerned light, glare and shadows, 
transportation/parking, noise and public scrutiny.

I-90 Two-Way Transit and HOV Operations EIS; Sound Transit, 
King County, Washington. The purpose of the project was to improve 
regional transit service by providing reliable two-way transit operations on 
I-90 between Seattle and Bellevue, while minimizing impacts on other 
users.  The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Washington 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) required detailed examination of 
reasonable alternatives that represent the full range of possibilities for the 
proposed action.  Several alternatives were considered and screened as 
part of the first steps in the environmental review process.  This initial list 
of alternatives was screened for obvious environmental and concept 
design flaws, and in response to concerns raised by the public.  Critical 
environmental issues that were analyzed include:  geology/soils, air 
quality, noise, hydrologic systems and surface water runoff, threatened 
and endangered salmonid species, visual quality/aesthetics, land use, 
recreation (Section 4(f)), regional and local traffic, transit and circulation, 
historic/cultural resources, and environmental justice.  Julie was the 
Deputy Project Manager.

SR 28 Alignment Study and EIS; WSDOT, Wenatchee, Washington.  
URS is the prime consultant on the NEPA/SEPA EIS and Conceptual 
Design for the WSDOT SR 28 Study in Wenatchee, Washington.  The 
process involves 19 environmental discipline reports, a NEPA/SEPA 
EIS, traffic modeling, extensive public involvement, right-of-way 
acquisition, utility removal/replacement, and 10 percent design plans for 
four alternative alignments.  Julie provided peer review and QA/QC on 
the documents.

Plymouth Generating Facility EIS; Plymouth, Washington.  
Preparation of the traffic analysis for this natural gas to electricity power 
plant in south-central Washington.

Darrington Cogeneration Facility; Darrington, Washington.  
Preparations of SEPA checklist, permit applications, and rezone 
application to be submitted to Snohomish County for the approval of a 
20 MW wood-fired power plant.

Windset Greenhouses; Plymouth Energy, Plymouth, Washington.  
Preparation of SEPA checklist, transportation study and permit 
applications.  

Satsop Combustion Turbine Project Phase II, Revisions to Site 
Certification Agreement; Satsop, Washington. Preparation of 
revisions to the existing Site Certification Agreement to add a second 660 
MW power plant to the permitted gas-fired electrical generation project.  
Work included preparation of Application for Site Certification, 
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applications for PSD and NPDES permits, an expanded SEPA Checklist, 
and air monitoring. Requested revisions are pending approval of the 
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council.

Sumas Energy 2 Generation Facility, EFSEC Application, 
Northwest Washington. Preparation of application to the Washington 
State EFSEC for proposed 660 MW electrical generation project in 
Sumas, Washington.  Project includes siting and permitting of a 4.5-mile 
natural gas pipeline, and the preparation of two NEPA Environmental 
Assessments for Presidential Permits for the US-Canada border crossings 
of the gas pipeline and electrical transmission line.  Application has been 
approved by the state of Washington and is in the permitting process with 
Canada for a 5.9 mile electrical transmission line connection.

Sounder Commuter Rail Station Master Plan and Design Concepts; 
Kent, Washington. Julie managed the commuter rail station master plan 
component of the City of Kent’s Downtown Plan and EIS project.  The 
key elements were station layout, pedestrian/bicycle and auto access, 
parking and aesthetics.  The project went on to provide design concepts 
for the station, driveways, public plaza, lighting and multi-story parking 
garage.

Central Link Light Rail Preliminary Design; Seattle Washington.  
Julie managed the preliminary design of four light rail stations, including 
one tunnel station, two aerial stations and one at-grade station.  Key issues 
included coordination with all interested parties including the public, 
Sound Transit, City of Seattle, King Co Metro, and special interest groups.  
She worked side-by-side with architects, landscape architects, artists and 
engineers to design stations for pedestrians, bicycles, autos, buses and 
trains. Every aspect of building design was included, from ADA to 
electrical and survey to security.

Tacoma Link Light Rail Final Design; Tacoma, Washington. Julie 
was a part of the Final Design team for track, pavement, sidewalk and 
streetscape, landscape design, station/platform and canopy design, 
pedestrian access, and circulation.  She was responsible for permitting, 
design review, led the streetscape component, and worked with the 
architects to establish design criteria for pedestrians, ADA requirements, 
and train configurations and clearances.  Two of the stations were in 
historic districts and required special design review and permitting. Tasks 
involved visioning, program development, integrated design, permitting 
and public process.

King Street Station Area Access Improvements; Seattle, 
Washington. This project involved an interdisciplinary team to design 
and construct access improvements to King Street Station.  Julie 
coordinated efforts for urban design, pedestrian flow and ADA access, 
transit and bicycle access, lighting, public art and neighborhood 
participation.  She was co-designer of the project prioritization process 
that led to funding decisions by the City of Seattle. 
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King Street Station Redevelopment; Seattle, Washington. Julie 
managed the process for obtaining environmental compliance (including 
SEPA and NEPA) and building permits, on this historic registered 
building.  She worked with WSDOT in reviewing potential alternatives for 
the use of and access to King Street Station, a multi-modal transportation 
center at the gateway to downtown Seattle.  She studied and designed 
solutions for transit, taxi and private auto access, bicycle access and 
parking, pedestrian flow, platform and canopy design, and public art.  Ms. 
Blakeslee also developed the overall master plan for the general vicinity 
and prepared a report for wide distribution.  She coordinated the effort to 
integrate the needs of potential users of the station and rail facilities, 
including WSDOT, Amtrak, BNSF, Sound Transit, King County, and the 
City of Seattle.

Amtrak and Sound Transit King Street Station Platform and 
Canopies; Seattle, Washington. Julie managed the process for 
obtaining environmental compliance (including SEPA and NEPA) and a 
building permit.  She worked with a team of architects providing 
information to design the platform, stair, elevators, and canopies to meet 
design capacities for anticipated pedestrian flow and American’s with 
Disabilities Act requirements.  One challenge was to design these facilities 
to work with the needed clearances for each of the various train types—
Sounder commuter rail cars, Talgo Amtrak cars, and Coast Starlight and 
Empire Builder Amtrak cars.

Holly Park HOPE VI Redevelopment Plan and EIS; Seattle, 
Washington. Julie was the assistant project manager working with a 
team to provide site planning, transportation and environmental review 
services for this redevelopment plan.  The plan was sponsored by the 
Seattle Housing Authority and funded by the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) and the City of Seattle.  Public outreach was 
a key component of the project, translating written materials and public 
meetings for the large and diverse resident population. Residents helped 
participate in gathering public comments to include in the EIS.

SeaTac Comprehensive Plan/EIS and Transit/Land Use Study; 
SeaTac, Washington. Julie worked with City staff in the development 
of land use scenarios for SeaTac’s first Comprehensive Plan and 
alternative sites for future light rail and/or personal rapid transit stations.  
The focus of the study was to integrate auto traffic, light rail, and personal 
rapid transit systems with the operations of SeaTac International Airport 
and the local residential and commercial neighborhoods.  Her 
responsibilities included environmental analysis and documentation and 
she coordinated a creative series of public workshops.

Kent Downtown Area Action Plan and EIS; Kent, Washington. Julie 
co-managed and prepared an integrated Downtown Area Action Plan and 
EIS for the City of Kent.  This project was funded by a Planning and 
Environmental Review Fund (PERF) grant from the State of Washington.  



Julie M. Blakeslee, AICP

C:\Documents and Settings\dl\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK1F\Blakeslee_corp_2007.doc 8

It is one of the first projects to implement planned actions and conduct 
environmental analysis in concert with implementation actions.

Kent City-Wide Comprehensive Plan EIS; Kent, Washington. Julie 
prepared a programmatic, non-project specific, environmental impact 
statement to satisfy the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) for the 
City of Kent’s City-Wide Comprehensive Plan. This was prepared to 
comply with the State of Washington’s Growth Management Act.  The 
primary EIS issues included: the City’s ability to accommodate projected 
population and employment, maintain the current level of affordable 
housing, meet the long term need for human services, natural resource 
conservation, neighborhood preservation and enhancement, and decrease 
auto-dependency.  Julie facilitated the public involvement meetings and 
prepared all presentation materials and newsletters.

Auburn Downtown Plan and EIS, Auburn, Washington. Julie was 
the task manager for the integrated transit center and commuter rail 
station conceptual design and master plan as part of the overall downtown 
plan and EIS.  This involved an extensive public involvement program,
task force leadership, and interagency coordination.  All efforts support a 
newly developed downtown urban area and land use vision.  Julie worked 
together with several parties to resolve issues with traffic, parking, 
visibility and aesthetics, commercial and retail access, truck deliveries and 
budget.  This project also included agency coordination with the City of 
Auburn, Sound Transit, Amtrak, BNSF, King County, and WSDOT.

High Capacity Transit Environmental Analysis Supplemental EIS, 
C-Tran; Vancouver, Washington. Julie prepared an EIS for comparing 
potential environmental impacts for high capacity transit along the I-5 or 
I-205 corridors.  The primary EIS issues included:  land use, 
transportation, public services and utilities, water, and historic and cultural 
preservation.  Scoping, alternatives analysis and public involvement were 
all a part of this corridor study.

Metro’s Regional Transit Project 2020 System Plan EIS; Seattle, 
Washington. The EIS evaluated the Regional Transit System Master 
Plan that included bus, HOV lanes, light rail, and commuter rail 
components in the four-county Central Puget Sound region.  Julie 
provided land use analysis, subconsultant and document coordination, 
and led the public involvement program.

Sounder South Corridor Commuter Rail EIS; Seattle to Tacoma, 
Washington. Julie was the Deputy Project Manager on the Draft 
Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact Statement for this 
alignment for SEPA and NEPA compliance.  The focus of the EIS was 
on land use, transportation, and a variety of natural resources.  
Alternatives were formulated and evaluated in cooperation with FTA and 
RTA.  This document provided the basis for the future draft and final 
EA/EIS, and station area planning for several jurisdictions along the 
route.
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C-Tran/City of Vancouver High Capacity Transit/Land Use 
Analysis; Vancouver, Washington. This project involved an analysis of 
potential high capacity transit modes and alignments in the Vancouver 
area.  Julie was responsible for evaluation of commuter rail, light rail, and 
bus options transit-supportive land uses in the Vancouver CBD (including 
a multi-modal center) and outlying areas. 

Sno-Tran Urban Center Incremental Development Study; 
Snohomish County, Washington. Julie served as task manager for this 
innovative study by the former Snohomish County Transportation 
Authority in Washington.  This study produced a guidebook to help local 
governments and transit agencies plan and take incremental steps toward 
developing higher density urban centers, supported by higher levels of 
transit service.  The guidebook provided a toolbox of potential design and 
fiscal strategies that covered visioning, planning, organizing, and 
implementation.
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Burlington Northern Railroad Cascade Tunnel East Portal; Chelan
County, Washington. Julie was responsible for obtaining land use and 
shoreline permits for this project.  Work included construction of a new 
tunnel door, a ventilation system, drainage and related equipment storage 
facilities.  A critical understanding of railroad operations in this area was 
necessary to obtain the required permits.

SR 509 Alternative Alignment Study and EIS; WSDOT, SeaTac, 
Washington. The State of Washington has been studying alternative 
alignments for the connection of SR 509 near Sea-Tac International 
Airport to Interstate 5 to the south.  This study and NEPA/SEPA EIS 
reviewed the three most likely alignments in detail.  The primary 
environmental topics included: transportation, land use, displacement, 
visual quality/aesthetics, noise, air quality, impacts from the airport 
operations, geology/soils, drainage, and recreation.  Julie provided the 
visual quality/aesthetics and non-motorized transportation sections of the 
EIS.

SeaTac Personal Rapid Transit EIS/EA; Port of Seattle and City of 
SeaTac, Washington. Julie was the Deputy Project Manager on this 
project in charge of the NEPA/SEPA EIS.  The project manager led the 
technical aspects of the advanced technology of personal rapid transit 
(PRT) systems.  The Port of Seattle and City of SeaTac joined forces to 
study the potential effects, both positive and negative, of implementing a 
PRT system within and in the vicinity of the Sea-Tac International 
Airport.  The purpose was to decrease traffic congestion in the area and 
provide linkages to the airport, park-n-fly lots, employee parking lots, 
hotels, and city services.

Maricopa County Comprehensive and Subarea Plans; Maricopa 
County, Arizona. Several subarea land use plans were prepared for areas 
of growth in the county. Several plans were to increase the density of 
housing in appropriate areas, and one included the expansion of a high 
school due to the population growth in the area and in the school.  Issues 
included land use, air quality, construction impacts, transportation and 
utilities.

Del Rio Community Plan; Stanislaus County, California. Julie 
prepared this community plan for new elementary and junior high 
schools, a park, residential housing and a small commercial area.  The 
primary focus was on the campus plan for the schools, land use, 
transportation, biological resources, visual quality, and recreation.  
Environmental clearance and permitting were also completed for the 
project.
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Ramos Marina and Tank Farm Redevelopment; West Sacramento, 
California. The property owner and city wanted to redevelop a tank 
farm adjacent to the Sacramento River into a recreational amenity.  
Through the creation of a conceptual development proposal and later 
implementation of the program, Julie successfully worked with the owner 
to develop a marina and office complex on the property.

Chronology
2002-Present: URS Corporation, Senior Planner
1997-2001: Otak, Inc., Planning and Landscape Architecture Team Leader
1993-1997: BRW, Inc., Senior Project Manager
1992-1993: JB Consulting, Urban Planning and Owner
1989-1992: STA Planning, Inc., Project Planner
1987-1989: King Co. Metro—Water Quality, Planner


