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WEINMAN

Chapter 17.56 EXHIBIT 12.3

FOREST AND RANGE ZONE*

Sections

17.56.010 Purpose and intent.

17.56.020 Uses permitted.

17.56.030 Conditional uses.

17.56.040 Lot - Minimum size.

17.56,050 Lot - Width.

17.56.060 Yard requirements.

17.56.065 Yard requirements- Zones Adjacent to Commercial Forest Zone,
17.56.070 Structure height.

17.56.080 Setbacks.

* Prior legislation: Ords. 82-Z-1, 77-1Z, 76-3, 762,75-11, 74-6, 2.

17.56.010 Purpose and intent,

The purpose and intent of this zone is to provide for areas of Kittitas County wherein natural resource
management is the highest priority and where the subdivision and development of lands for uses and activities
incompatible with resource management are discouraged. (Ord. 92-6 (part), 1992)

17.56.020 Uses permitted.
The following uses are permitted:

1. Single-family homes, mobile homes, cabins, duplexes;
. Lodges and community clubhouses;

3. Agriculture, livestock, poultry or hog raising, and other customary agricultural uses traditionally found in
Kittitas County, provided that such operations shall comply with all state and/or county health
regulations and with regulations contained in this title related to feedlots;

4. Forestry, including the management, growing and harvesting of forest products, and including the
processing of locally harvested forest crops using portable equipment;

5. (Deleted by Ord. 92-6);

6. All buildings and structures not listed above which existed prior to the adoption of the ordinance
codified in this chapter;

7. Mining and associated activities;

8. Quarry mining, sand and gravel excavation, and rock crushing operations;

9. (Deleted by Ord. 92-6);

10. Uses customarily incidental to any of the uses set forth in this section;

11. Home occupations which do not produce noise;

12. Any use not listed which is nearly identical to a permitted use, as judged by the administrative official,
may be permitted. In such cases, all adjacent property owners will be given official notification for an
opportunity to appeal such decisions to the county board of adjustment within 10 working days of
notification pursuant to KCC Title 15A, Project Permit Application Process;

13. Cluster subdivisions, when approved as a platted subdivision. (Ord. 2007-22, 2007; Ord. 96-19 (part),
1996; Ord. 92-6 (part), 1992: Ord. 88-4§ 5, 1988; Ord. 87-9 § 4, 1987; Ord. 85-Z-2 (part), 1985; Res. 83-
10, 1983)

17.56.030 Conditional uses.
The following uses are conditional:

Campgrounds;

Private trail clubs (snowmobiles, motorbikes);
Airports;

Log sorting yards;

Sawmills;

Firing ranges;
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14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
2.

23.
24,
25,
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.

38.

Golf courses;
Cemeteries;
Asphalt plants (temporary only);
Feedlots;
Public sanitary landfill;
Trailers, for an extended period not to exceed one year, when used for temporary occupancy related to
permanent home construction or to seasonal or temporary employment;
Dairying and stock raising except the raising of swine and mink commercially and the establishment of
livestock feed lots; provided that no permit shall be issued for dairying or stock raising on any tract of
land having an area of less than nine acres or for animal sheds or barns to be located less than one
hundred feet from any property held under different ownership from that upon which such shed or barn
is located;
Greenhouses, nurseries;
Home occupations;
Hospitals;
Museums;
Public Utility substations and transmission towers;
Riding academies;
Schools, public and private;
Governmental uses essential to residential neighborhoods;
Churches;
(Deleted by Ord. 83-Z-2)
Community clubs;
Convalescent homes;
Day care facilities;
Bed and breakfast business.
Room and board lodging involving no more than four boarders or two bedrooms;
Feed mills, canneries and processing plants for agricultural products;
Kennels;
Livestock sales yard;
Temporary offices and warehouses of a contractor engaged in construction (not to exceed two years);
Golf courses;
Auction sales of personal property, other than livestock;
Private Campgrounds. In considering proposals for location of such campgrounds, the board of
adjustment shall consider the following criteria:
a. Campgrounds should be located at sufficient distance from existing or projected rural
residential/residential development so as to avoid possible conflicts and disturbances.
b. Traffic volumes generated by such a development should not create a nuisance or impose on the
privacy of nearby residences or interfere with normal traffic flow.
c. Landscaping or appropriate screening should be required and maintained where necessary for
buffering.
d. Adequate and convenient vehicular access, circulation and parking should be provided.
e. Economic and environmental feasibility;
f. Public health and safety of campers and those reasonably impacted by the campground (i.e.
heath, water, sanitation);
Log sorting yard;
Feedlot. Feedlots existing at the time of adoption of the ordinance codified herein may expand or be
enlarged only in compliance with standards and regulations contained herein, and such operations shall
comply with all state and/or county health regulations;
Mini-warehouses; provided, that the following standards shall apply to the approval and construction of
mini-warehouses:
a. A mini-warehouse proposal (application) must include plans for aesthetic improvements and/or
sight screening;
b. All buildings with storage units facing property boundaries shall have a minimum setback of 35
feet;
c. No commercial or manufacturing activities will be permitted within any building or storage unit;
d. Lease documents shall spell out all conditions and restrictions of the use;
e. Signs, other than on-site direction aids, shall number not more than two and shall not exceed 40
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square feet each in area;
39. Guest ranches, group homes, retreat centers;
40. Home occupations which involve outdoor work or activities, or which produce noise, such as engine
repair, etc. This shall not include the cutting and sale of firewood which is not regulated by this code;
41, Day care facilities;
42, Bed and breakfast business;
43. Gas and oil exploration and production; and
44, Farm labor shelters, provided that:

a. The shelters are used to house farm laborers on a temporary or seasonal basis only, regardless of
change of ownership, if it remains in farm labor-needed status;

b. The shelters must conform with all applicable building and health regulations;

c. The number of shelters shall not exceed four per twenty acre parcel;

d. The shelters are owned and maintained by the owner or operator of an agricultural operation
which clearly demonstrates the need for farm laborers;

e. Should the parent agriculture operation cease or convert to non-agriculture use, then the farm
labor shelters shall conform with all applicable building, zoning, and platting requirements or be
removed. (Ord. 2007-22, 2007; Ord. 2001-13 (part), 2001; Ord. 93-6 (part), 1993; Ord. 92-6 (part),
1992: Ord. 90-15 §§ 2 (part), 3 (part), 1990; Ord. 90-10 (part), 1990; Ord. 90-6 (part), 1990; Ord.
88-45 6, 1988; Ord. 87-9§ 5, 1987; Ord. 85-Z-2 (part), 1985; Ord. 83-Z-2 (part), 1983; Res. 8310,
1983)

17.56.040 Lot - Minimum size.
The minimum lot size in the Forest and Range zone shall be:

1. Twenty acres;

2. One-half acre minimum for any lot within an approved platted cluster subdivision, served by public
water and sewer;

3. Six thousand square feet for lots on existing municipal sewer and water systems. (Ord. 2007-22, 2007;
Ord. 92-6 (part), 1992: Res. 83-10, 1983)

17.56.050 Lot - Width.

1. No parcel created after the adoption of the ordinance codified in this chapter shall have a length-width
dimension less than five hundred feet unless the parcel is approved under provisions established in
Section 17.56.040 2 and 3.

2. No platted parcel shall have dimensions in excess of a 4:1 length by width ratio. (Ord. 2007-22, 2007;
Ord. 92-6 (part), 1992: Res. 83-10, 1983)

17.56.060 Yard requirements.

1. Front Yard. There shall be a minimum front yard of twenty-five feet.
. Side Yard. Side yard shall be ten feet, except on corner lots which shall have a fifteen-foot side yard.
3. Rear Yard. There shall be a rear yard with a minimum depth of ten feet to the main building. (Ord. 96-
19 (part), 1996; Ord. 92-6 (part), 1992: Res. 83-10, 1983)

17.56.065 Yard requirements - Zones Adjacent to Commercial Forest Zone.

Properties bordering or adjacent to the Commercial Forest zone are subject to a 200 setback from the
Commercial Forest Zone. (KCC 17. 57.050(1)). For properties where such setback isn't feasible, development
shall comply with Kittitas County Code 17.57.050(2). (Ord. 2007-22, 2007)

17.56.070 Structure height.
No structure shall exceed two and one-half stories or thirty-five feet in height, whichever is greater. This limit
does not apply to agricultural buildings. (Ord. 92-6 (part), 1992: Res. 83-10, 1983)

17.56.080 Setbacks.
The following setbacks shall be enforced for residential and accessory buildings constructed or placed on
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shorelines or floodplains under the jurisdiction of the Washington State Shoreline Management Act:

1. One hundred feet (measured horizontally) from the ordinary high water mark or line of vegetation for
lots abutting such waterways;

2. One hundred feet (measured horizontally) from the ordinary high water mark or line of vegetation for
lots fronting on reservairs including Keechelus, Cle Elum, Kachess, and Easton Lakes and Wanapum
reservoir. (Ord. 92-6 (part), 1992: Res. 83-10, 1983)

17.56.090 Nonconforming uses.

No structure or uses existing legally at the time of adoption of the ordinance codified in this chapter shall be
considered a nonconforming use or subject to restrictions applied to nonconforming uses. (Ord. 92-6 (part),
1992: Res. 83-10, 1983)
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